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When winter arrives with all its cold and snow,  Pickle Lake has actively sought to serve the needs
Pickle Lake becomes the doorway to the northern of northern residents and is proud of the facilities of-
communities. The Nishnawbe-Aski First Nations,  fered. Our modern indoor arena is available for
which are isolated all year, are suddenly connect- hockey tournaments. The Pickle Lake airport is
ed to the outside world by winter roads crossing Yg  host to a numbert or airlines servicing the north.
lakes and muskeg. In 1996 more than fifteen  ¢4h,  Wasaya Airlines, an Aboriginal owned compa-
Native communites will have direct access ~ J@l8%  ny has established its operational headquarters
through Pickle Lake. | 4 here in Pickle Lake and a number of other

; <
Pickle Lake welcomes these trav-

e  airlines provide freight and charter service.

ellers. Whether you are truckers hauling & % ‘The airport is quickly becoming a major
loads into the communities or residents Q._. 4  distribution centre for the northern com-
' coming out to shop for personal g ¢ munities.

The recent investment by Imperial
Oil in a bulk facility demonstrates the
increasing importance of Pickle Lake as

 items, make time to stop in Pickle
' Lake.

| Pickle Lake offers an array of
 restaurants, boutiques, hotels, wholesalers, a door to the north. .

service stations, building suppliers, confec- Stop in Pickle Lake and enjoy the changes
' tionery stores, grocery and retailers, vehicle sup- independent business people and the Township
pliers, sports arena, curling rink, bowling alley and  of Pickle Lake have made to meet your travelling
' much more. - | needs. |
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Investing for the future...

Hiﬁmim_ 0Oil invested over $1 mil- meet and exceed the environmental
lion at the new bulk plant in Pickle regylations. We know how important

Lake. This investments marks a
commitment to meet the needs of the

a clean environment is to northern

northern communities. people. Your quality of life is impor-

The bulk plant was designed to tant to Imperial Oil.

Imperial Oil is proud to
have Carter Rice as
their agent

Carter Rice was born and raised in
Sioux Lookout. His wife Linda moved to
Sioux Lookout at the age of two years.
These are people who know the North
and the conditions that challenge people.

In 1968 Carter first began his career
in the fuel delivery business and in
1990 established a presence in Pickle
Lake during the winter road season.

Winter road delivery brings many fond
memories to Carter. Carter is proud to
have been the first bulk fuel carrier to
arrive in Cat Lake, Slate Falls and
Lansdowne House.

Preparing for winter road delivery has
been a developmental process. The new
bulk plant in Pickle Lake is a further
commitment by Carter and Linda to
serve the North.

CARTER RICE - Your Imperial Oil Agent

Pickle Lake (January to April)

Head Office: Front Street Sioux Lookout

807-928-2261 - 24 hours
807-928-2970 - Fax

1-800-661-3635 |
Ph: 807-737-2250 Fax: 807-737-2617
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IMPERIAL OIL...

...meeting the needs of northern communities

NEW one-million litre bulk plant in Pickle Lake
Tandem or tanker truck delivery

Diesel Fuel

Mine Diesel Fuel

(Gasoline

Fuel Oil

Aviation Gas

Lubricants

Working with Aboriginal communities to meet
and exceed present environmental regulations.

Imperial Oil is pleased to have Carter and Linda Rice as their agents.

The investment by Imperial Oil in the bulk plant at Pickle Lake demonstrates the commitment being made to meet the
needs of northern communities. Imperial Qil is proud of the service record established by Carter Rice and his crew.

For all you fuel needs call

CARTER RICE - Your Imperial Oil Agent

Pickle Lake (January to April) 807-928-2261 - 24 hours
807-928-2970 - Fax
Head Office: Front Street Sioux Lookout 1-800-661-3635
Ph: 807-737-2250 Fax: 807-737-2617
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Thunder Airlines expands in the
North at the Pickle Lake terminal

by Robert S. Grant

It takes courage to pur-
chase and reorganize an
airline and then, within
months, expand into a
Northern Ontario commu-
nity already served by
strong competition.

Thunder Airlines Limit-
ed, headquartered in
Thunder Bay, has done just
that. By the time their first
flight took place in October
1994, president Ken Bittle
had considered creating a
satellite base in Pickle
Lake, 189 kilometres
northeast of Sioux Look-
out.

“There was plenty of com-
petition everywhere in
Northern Ontario, but in
Pickle Lake there didn’t
seem to be enough,” Bittle
explained. “In fact, the sit-
uation has become almost
a one-carrier monopoly so
we saw enough business
for another airline.”

Bittle, who has held other
senior positions in the
northern transportation in-
dustry, pointed out that
Thunder Airlines provides
only charter services and
intends to stay clear of es-
tablishing scheduled point-
to-point flights. When air-
lines and air services offer
both “scheds” and charters,
customers often suffer.

“The sched is usually the
one that takes priority be-
cause they've published a
timetable and the public
has no choice but to rely on
it,” said Bittle. “Scheduled
connections cannot and
should not be altered.”

As a charter-only busi-
ness, Thunder Airlines
caters to customers who
seek aircraft outside of reg-
ular flights. Clients work-
ing from Pickle Lake indi-
cated the need of such a
service.

While negotiating for li-
cences to fly from Pickle
Lake, Thunder Airlines
added two new Cessna 208
Caravan freighters to its
fleet. Valued at $3.4 mil-
lion, this type has had suc-
cessful production runs
and exceptional safety
records in Northern On-
tario. Several have freight-
ed from Pickle Lake and
handled the region’s gravel
airstrips with ease. ‘

Beside the sleek turbo-
prop Caravans, Thunder
Airlines’ luxurious
Beecheraft King Airs and
Piper PA-31 Navajo Chief-
tain will become regular
visitors to the company’s
Pickle Lake base. Used for
contract work with high
profile organizations like
Bell Canada and Ontario
Hydro they can move per-
sonnel from community to
community at speeds rang-

ing from 180 mph to 225

mph.
Besides regular charter
work, medical transporta-

der Airlines speciality.

tion flights have become a
Thunder Airlines speciali-
ty, said Cabin Medical At-
tendant (CMA) Supervisor
George Guenther. The air-
line retains an on-call
group of experienced medi-
cal personnel to accompany
ambulance flights. . .
Comfortable rapid health
care has become a corner-
stone to Thunder Airlines’
operating philosophy. To
ease the trauma of an air
ambulance, or “medevac”
trip, the company -
acquired a state-

brochure issued by Thun-
der Airlines to the public
disagrees.

“Aircraft costs are the
same regardless of how
many people are on board.
The more people on board,
the more cost-effective the
trip.”

Charters, Bittle elaborat-
ed, work out to prices com-
parable to first class sched-
uled flights with personal-
ized service.

“A good rule of thumb,”

" Pritchard. “They come with

huge cargo doors and good
hauling capacity but we
have identified a need for
another airplane to handle
the larger goods.”

Bulk cargo, such as drill
equipment for mineral ex-
ploration companies or
small vehicles for use in
northern settlements, re-
quire a large cargo air-
plane. Also, septic tanks
and satellite dishes, essen-
tial to modern living stan-

dards in today’s

of-the-art unit
called Lifeport to
enhance the air-
planes’ capabhili-
ties. Portable, it
includes stretcher

scheduled poin

Thunder Airlines provides only
charter services and intends
to stay clear of establishing
t-to point flights.

north, cannot al-
ways be counted
on to arrive via
seasonal winter
roads.

“Some cus-
tomers fly their

space, oxygen and
life support systems.

Medical flights are not al-
ways requested by the On-
tario Ministry of Health.
Frequently, calls arrive
from private parties wish-
ing to travel to specialized
facilities in Rochester,
Minn. Others wish to avoid
delays and discomforts as-
sociated with surface
transport. Whether in the
King Airs or Pipe PA-31
Navajo, Thunder Airlines
pilots and CMAs accompa-
ny patients and wait for
their return flight.

Blair Pritchard, Pickle
Lake’s Base Manager,
claims their new location
will also serve as a staging
point for southbound medi-
cal emergency flights and
patient transfers to major
centres such as Winnipeg,
Toronte, and Duluth.

Bittle noted that the ad-
dition of new airplanes and

costs associated with keep-

ing the fleet in its stan-
dard, new and like-new
condition, sometimes caus-
es potential clients to con-
sider chartering as an ex-
pensive venture. A

added office manager
Tracey Vescio, “is to re-
member private air char-
ter’s practical when four or
more passengers wish to
travel.”

Bittle also pointed out
that company pilots have
never lost baggage and the
organization does not
charge for cancellations or
plan changes. Instead of
remaining tied to a large
carrier’s departure time,
passengers depart at their
OWN convenience.

As Thunder Airlines’ new
Caravans in Pickle Lake
began attracting interest,
it became clear that larger
airplanes would be needed
to compliment the smaller
types. Requests for “odd-
ball loads” became more
frequent. For example, cor-
porate clients like Ontario
Hydro, Bell Telephone or
LTL Contracting Ltd.,
needed wooden poles, gen-
erators and lumber carried
into communities like Fort
Hope, Lansdowne House or
Attawapiskat.

“The Caravans do excel-
lent work for us,” said

© crews in with us
and they've had to charter
someone else to haul their
heavy freight,” said Bittle.
“To offer complete service,
it makes sense to have
enough equipment to do
the job.”

To improve service for the
Pickle Lake market, Bittle
and his investors are con-
sidering acquiring a larger
cargo airplane. Although
the robust HS-748
freighter has been consid-
ered, Thunder Airlines has
not confirmed what type
will bear the company’s
stylized logo.

Thunder Airlines em-
ploys 34 people and antici-
pates hiring more at Pickle
Lake. On the airside of the
company, the AMEs or Air-
craft Maintenance Engi-
neers, are considered high-
ly experienced with special
talents for maintaining air-
planes in cold weather.

Director of Maintenance
James Holm and Quality
Manager Douglas Puttke-
mery received training at
Ontario’s Premier Techni-
cal Institute, Confedera-
tion College of Applied

Arts & Technology in

.Thunder ~ Bay. Both

gathered expertise at sev-
eral airlines before accept-
ing positions with Thunder
Airlines.

Veteran pilots like Todd
Woodward and Chris Wor-
ley, who will be perma-
nently stationed in Pickle
Lake, work under the criti-
cal eye of chief pilot Jim
MacAlpine. Regardless of
experience, every pilot on a
Thunder Airlines airplane
adheres religiously to
Transport Canada regula-

_ tions.

“When we hire someone,
Ken and I sit down and ex-
plain the philosophy of
company policy,” said
MacAlpine. “That philoso-
phy is what directs the rest
of our operation and that
means flying in a safe
manner from initial train-
ing to everyday work.”

Flying fast airplanes in
Northern Ontario’s de-
manding environment re-
quires exceptional skill.
The main differences from
complex centres like Win-
nipeg or Toronto concern
the lack of navigation aids
and airport services. Thun-
der Airlines pilots are ex-
pected to be resourceful
and flexible.

“Some clients are very de-
manding in their require-
ments of the people who fly
them,” said MacAlpine.
“One customer, for exam-
ple, expects captains to
have at least 3,000 hours
in command; they all meet
that or exceed the require-
ment.”

One of the reasons for
Thunder Airlines’ expan-
sion may be found in what
one pilot called a strong
“esprit de corps.” This in-
cludes a strong, positive re-
lationship between man-
agement and staff which,
in turn, leads to communi-
cation. Bittle and
MacAlpine’s open door poli-
cy reflects on how they
deal with customers.

“Thunder Airlines has
good potential,” concluded
MacAlpine. “Now it’s in
Pickle Lake and we're go-
ing up there to perform
well. I'm sure, that in
meeting customer needs,
that'll generate more busi-
ness opportunities.”

Robert S. Grant, an
aviation journalist with
over 1,000 articles in
print, has recently re-
leased his first book
Bush Flying: The Ro-
mance Of The North. A
286 page non-ficton soft-
cover available from
Hancock House Publish-
ers, Surrey, B.C. (1-800-
938-1114), it costs $24.95.
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UNDER AIRLINES LIMITED

is pleased to announce the opening of
\ its Pickle Lake base for
Charters and Freight

Blair Pritchard (Pickle Lake Base Manager) discusses today’s flight
with Chris Worley (Caravan pilot).

- Two respected community members (Lewis Yesno, Thun-

A

der Airlines Senior Captain, and Temius Nate, Marketing
Representative) in front of one of Thunder Airlines new
Cessna Grand Caravans.

THUNDER BAY BASE
TOLL FREE 1-800-803-9943

PH: 1-807-475-4211
FAX: 1-807-475-5841
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Kingfisher Lake First Nation

presents

Country nmooaS@ Artist

CHARLIE MAJOR

\..\,U\.

%

- live in concert
at the Kingfisher Lake Gym

. /../M

Saturday, February 24, 1996 9:00 p.m.
For information call 1-807-532-2067
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Hitnsion MOTOR HOTEL

PICKLE LAKE 928-2390

29 MODERN UNITS
FULLY LICENSED
DINING ROOM & LOUNGE
AIR CONDITIONING
COLORTV

ELEC. HEAT - PLUG INS -
PARKING

OPEN YEAR ROUND

FAX 928-2877 i

H

Needs of weary travellers met

The Winston Motor Hotel
located in the heart of Pick-

le Lake has been serving .

Aboriginal travellers for the
past 24 years.

The Winston Motor Hotel
staff know the needs of
weary travellers.

The dining room provides

=iy y TR

and later _feel

AN AVTES

guests can relax in the
lounge, play billiards or just
visit one another.

Individual heat controls in
the rooms allow you to se-
lect your own comfort level.

Visit the Winston Motor
Hotel where you’ll always

A ol
RSNV 15

SyyERE

Come visit your .
PICKLE LAKE R/

y ONE

~ Toll Free 1-800-461-2299

Introducing: Sheldon Reid (I-r), Frank Gauthier, Paul Gibson, Frank Summers.

orthiond Petroleum Lid.

Serving Northwestern Ontario

PROPANE - COMMERCIAL FUEL - GASOLINE
Cased goods of oil, naphtha, kerosene etc.

- Box 307 Pickle Lake,
Phone (807) 928-2317 POV 3A0

| ‘_.‘omﬁmn at Pickle Lake Airport

Ont.

-3JOP

SHOPPING

JIORE

Everything under one roof for
your shopping convenience!

Norihelrn

Customer Service is Our First Priority
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Paitricia Auto Sales & Service Litd.'s
| Best Prices of the Season . . .

1996 Fomula SL 500CC
1996 Touring E 380CC
1996 Skandic 380CC

~ Snowmobiles (new)

1996 Formula il 600 Triple Model 1076 suggested iist price $8999.00 Sedason Special $7,950.00
1995 Fomula SS 670 _._O_EQ ‘Model 1033 suggested list price $8499.00 Season mUQOmQ_ mN.OO0.00
Model 1521 suggested list price $5599.00 Season mUmomQ_ mh.mmo.oo
Model 1530 suggested it price $4799.00  Season Special $4,300.00
Model 1534 suggested list price $5799.00 Season Special $5,075.00

1994 Mach Z 780CC Triple 1700 kiometres

Snowmobiles (used)

Season Special $7000.00

Patricia Auto Sales and Service Ltd. located on Highway
599 in Pickle Lake has been operating for the past fifteen
years serving the needs of northern communities and busi-
nesses.

Patricia Auto Sales and Services Ltd. is the licensed dealer
of Lund boats, Mercury Outboards, Bombardier snowmobiles
and Husqvarna chainsaws.

Patricia Auto Sales and Service Lid. services what we sell.
We have factory trained small engine technicians. We also
stock parts and accessories for the products we carry.

Patricia Auto Sales and Service Ltd. sells and repairs vehi-
cles. We have a Class "A" motor vehicle mechanic to meet all
your automotive needs. Automotive parts and accessories -
are also readily available. \

Patrica Auto Sales and Services Ltd. provides 24 hour towing
services. ‘

When you come to Pickle Lake this winter, stop at Patricia Au-
to Sales and Service Ltd. and see what we have to offer. You
will-be pleasantly surprised at the wide selection of product
available. : _ :

2.5 hp

3.3 hp

4 hp

5 hp

5 IU longshaft
6 hp

6 hp longshatt
8 hp

8 hp longshaft
9.9 hp

15 hp

20 hp

25 hp

30 hp

40 hp

T34 OUTBOARDS

$ 979.00
$1064.00
$ 1489.00
$1721.00
$ 1748.00
$ 1979.00
$ 2006.00
$ 2263.00
$ 2290.00
$ 2660.00
$ 3083.00
$ 3220.00
$ 3510.00
$ 3699.00
$4282.00

C-14

WC-12

WC-14

WC-14 Deluxe
SV-14

SV-16

Sv-18

T8V - Alaskan
Alaskan 20

$ 1,990.00
$1,685.00
$2,253.00
$2,873.00
$ 2,664.00
$ 3,165.00
$4,274.00
$4,992.00
$7,681.00

Phone: 807-928-2589

ﬁ%&&&&gﬂw\%\& ¥ Soovice Ll

Located on Hwy. 599, Pickle Lake, Ontario
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FRONTIER FoODS

‘» The Friendliest Store in town.

» Chicken, pizza, hot wings and
more.

. Oma_.sn discounts available.

* We welcome bulk orders on
chicken and grocery items via
Pickle Lake Airport or pick up
at our store as you travel.

rv. 928-2300

OUT-OF-TOWN TOLL FREE 1-800-318-1121 Fax: 928-2425

With winter roads open,
it’s easy to enjoy delicious
Chicken Delight™ menu items.
We're open 7 days a week.
Pick up or take out.
Try us!

MasterCard .

Tackle the great outdoors!

K&K Tackle & mvogm offers many perienced knowledge of northern
items to help you enjoy the out- needs.

doors. From mmrEm tackle, tenting sup-
aww@m HMM%MM e e e T T ——— plies to
egan h ti
Tackle & N@N Tackle %n mmuQH.&m m%mw MMM
Sports after Fre m. at
leaving | HWY. 599 CENTRAL PATRICIA K & K
McLeods Beside the old mi :
Hardorre in eside the old mine headframe Tackle &
Pickle Lake. " P.O.Box 331 Sports,
Fred brings Pickle Lake, Ontario he’ll know
his  many POV 3A0 what you
years of ex-
Owned by Fred and Kathy Koper need.

Tom Chambers, manager of Frontier Foods prepares a take-
out order of Chicken Delight.

FRONTIER FOODS/CHICKEN DELIGHT OF CANADA
Hwy. 599 N., Pickle Lake, Ontario POV 3A0

That's wmmsﬁ_.,..__coz_ﬁ Cook Tonight, Call Chicken Delight.”

Come see a HUGE change at the Frontier with the addition of
Chicken Delight of Canada - the first in-store kiosk in Canada.
Now, not only do you get the FRIENDLIEST SERVICE IN TOWN,
but also the convenience of freshly prepared, great tasting
chicken, hot wings, coleslaw, french fries and pizza. The “One
Stop Shop” still offers full-line of groceries, great snack foods,
fresh produce, bulk items, lottery, videos, gasoline, propane and
much, much more.

To serve you even better, we accept VISA, Mastercard,
American Express, Debit Cards (Interac), Government Cheques,
Money Orders and Cash.

Call ahead and we will put up your order so it will be ready for
you to pick up on your way home. Our numbers are:

Toll Free phone 1-800-318-1121

Phone 1-807-928-2020
Chicken Delight 1-807-928-2300
Fax 1-807-928-2425

Our hours are: Sunday thru Wednesday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Thursday thru Saturday 9 a.m. to 10 p.m.

We have excellent parking for transports and small vehicles
should you need a place to park for awhile.

Tom, Sandra, Lenaya, Helen, Bob, and Valerie are waiting for
you at “THE FRIENDLIEST STORE IN TOWN." Make Frontier
Foods your first and last stop in Pickle Lake.

“THE FRIENDLIEST STORE IN TOWN” ™

GRAB-A-CAB “94”

Doing business has been
exciting and wonderful

TAXI-AUTO SALES-TOWING
“FAST COURTEOUS SERVICE”

~ 4X4 EXTICAB & 1/2 TONS @ $5,995.00
12 PASSENGER VANS STARTING @ $3,995.00
NEWER VANS, STARTING @ $4,995.00

Tell us what you want and we can find it for you.
We also sell and install RCA 18" Satellite dishes and
satellite phone systems. We are your complete
Transportation & Communication Centre in the North!

(807) 928-2273 1-800-795-2095 (807) 928-2831
In Pickle Lake Qut-of-Town Our fax line
“WE BUY RAW FURS”

Barb and Ken Miller,
the present owners of
Grab-A-Cab “94”, say
the last two years of do-
ing business in North-
western Ontario has
been an exciting and
wonderful experience for
them. “The people and
friends that we have met
‘on the road’ are a real
pleasure and joy to
know”, said Barb.

Barb and Ken original-
ly arrived in Pickle Lake
in July, 1989 to work
with Placer Dome’s
Dona Lake Gold Mine.
Ken was an under-
ground supervisor and
Barb was the head of Se-
curity and First Aid. Al-
though they were happy
to be in Pickle Lake,
they had originally
planned to stay for only
a couple of years. In the
meantime, that illustri-

ous and famous “North-
ern Bug” bit them and
now it has been seven
wonderful years of “Pick-
le Lake time.” “We both
enjoy the beauty and re-
laxing lifestyle of the
North”, said Ken, “So
when the opportunity
came up for us to pur-
chase Grab-A-Cab in ’94,
we were thrilled to take
it.”

Since then, the compa-
ny has expanded to in-

clude Mr. Trapper, a raw

fur purchasing company
and Grab-A-Cab Auto
Sales & Towing. In
recognition of their good
fortune, Barb and Ken
wish to thank all for
their past patronage and
say they look forward to
serving the Northern
Folks again in the fu-
ture.




