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Town
cyes
growth

BY BRYAN MEADOWS
NORTHWEST BUREAU

The Munieipality of Red Lake is look-
ing to expand westward.

Council has asked the Ministry of
Municipal Affairs for permission to be-.
gin an environmental assessment
process to annex about 900 square kilo--
metres of land between the west end of

| the municipality and Woodland Caribou
Provincial Park. ;

Mayor Dunc Wilson said the land base
holds promise.

“There is a lot of potential for another
mine in that area and we’d like to take.
advantage of every opportunity” he’
said. :

“We’d also like to abut the park and
make the primary access to the park
through Red lake.”

Town administrator Brian Anderson
said the municipality has to take advan-
tage of every opportunity.

“With all the downloading, we have to
do something” to expand the local prop-
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nly the sober, literate
re in Ontario

THE CANADIAN PRESS Social Services Minister John Baird stressed yesterday;
: i ? A i “Our program will be mandatory and those who refuse treat-
-, TORONTO — Starting next year, welfare recipients in On-  ment will cause themselves to be ineligible for welfare.”
- tario must be sober and able to read and write in order to collect Drug and literacy testing and mandatory treatment was shot

their cheques. down by social and poverty activists when it was first proposed
The addicted will not be helped by the government unless by Ontario’s Conservatives last year:

e e T e e EOISehopl ! It is viewed by many as an infringement of rights and puni-
- And the number of people on welfare forced to work for their tive toward those who are poor,

 benefits will double. ) ! _ : But Baird says alcoholics and drug addicts cannot “answer
“Sitting at home and doing nothing is no longer an option,” the call of a prospective employer.”

Those who cannot read and write would also have difficulty
finding work, or keeping it, he says, -

“If a welfare recipient can’t pass a basic language and math
test, they will be offered help,” said Baird. :

“If they refuse help, they will have made themselves ineligi-
ble for welfare in Ontario.” i

Chris Higgins, an addictions’ specialist who runs the
province's Federation of Community Mental Health and Addic-
tion Programs, says most addicts cannot be forced to get clean.

Treatment on a voluntary basis gets much better results.

Better, he says, for the government to put the money it would
spend forcing the belligerent to get sober on reducing waiting
lists for those who do want help.

Just as helpful would be money to pay for Jjob training and
caretaking for the children of those on welfare.
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VMlinister aw~re of municig al pr¢ blems

Newman addresses NOMA delegates in Fort Frances

3y Warner Bloomfield
"ORT FRANCES — The
vincial government is
are of the difficulties fac-

Northern Ontario
nicipalities due to Bill
| :

finister  of Northern
elopment and Mines

Dan Newman acknowl-
edged the tax complications
for single-industry towns,
while meeting with dele-
gates to last weekend’s
Northwestern Ontario
Municipal
meeting in Fort Frances.
“The reassessment is

Association

having an effect on single-
industry  communities,”
Newman said, adding he is
confident the Finance Min-
ister Jim Flaherty is aware
of local concerns.

Like Dryden, many other
communities in northwest-
ern -Ontario saw their
industrial assessment drop
while the province imposed
restrictions on the ability to
increase tax rates in that
sector. &

The result is a greater
tax burden placed on resi-
dential rate payers.

Neither Newman nor
John O'Toole, Flaherty’s
parliamentary assistant,

' promised any solutions.

“After the budget there
could be some measures,”
O’Toole said, observing cab-
inet received a report on the
impact of reassessment last
week.

Also participating in the
Friday afternoon bearpit
session were parliamen-
tary assistants Toby Bar-
rett, Ministry of Natural
Resources, and Gary Stew-
art, Ministry of Agriculture,
Food and Rural Affairs,

The government mem-
bers discussed such mat-

ters as the recently
announced Northern Med-
ical School, gas costs and
funding for a water treat-
ment plant in Golden.

Newman assured dele-
gates the planned medical
school will include a bricks
and mortar component, as
well as electronic learning.

“Let’s not have a made in
Southern Ontario model
imposed on Northern
Ontario,” he said.

Later in the day, Thun-

der Bay MPP Michael
Gravelle mentioned the sig-
nificance of the announced
medical school, but stressed
Northern Ontario should
not stop pressing the gov-
ernment.

“I think it’s appropriate
to keep asking the Ministry
of Health for co-locations at
Lakehead and Laurentian
Universities,” he said.

In regards to gas prices,
both Newman and O’Toole
argued the solution rests
with the federal govern-
ment. :

Newman stated that
since the GST is applied to
gasoline prices, the federal
government benefits from
the high costs. b1
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NAN still at odds with council

Dart of main street improvement plan riles area native leaders

)Y BRYAN MEADOWS
IORTHWEST BUREAU

Sioux Lookout-district native leaders
vill meet next week in Thunder Bay to
iscuss a rift between Sioux Lookout
ouncil and Nishnawbe-Aski Nation.

NAN Grand Chief Stan Beardy said
resterday that area chiefs will discuss
omments made by some town council-
ors which he claims “perpetuate a nega-
ive stereotype of aboriginal people.”

In a tersely-worded news release two
veeks ago, Beardy criticized comments
nade by the mayor and a councillor
ibout a proposal to return aboriginal
street people to their home communities.

The proposal is part of the report

Front Street Improvement Project. Au-'

thored by a citizens committee, it makes
recommendations aimed at preventing

drunkenness and loitering on the town’s .

main street.

Beardy referred to a letter sent later
by Mayor John McDonald to First Na-
tion chiefs as “damage control . . . (that)
can not erase the racist overtones of (an
April 19 CBC) interview” about the re-
port.

“(In most towns) marginalized people,
street people and people with addictions
or mental illness . . . are considered a
community responsibility requiring so-

s
4

cial support systems. However, in Sioux
Lookout they are regarded as outsiders
to be gotten rid of,” Beardy said.

Beardy said all meetings in Sioux
Lookout scheduled by NAN, some tribal
councils and Sioux Lookout-area chiefs
have been suspended until First Nation
leaders decide how to respond to the is-
sue.

McDonald said Beardy has misunder-
stood the intent of the report’s recom-
mendation aimed at helping someone in
trouble return home.

McDonald reiterated that view yester-
day,
“We've always had a good relation-
ship” with area First Nations, he said.
“We still have, and want to continue to
have, that relationship.”

McDonald said he wants to meet with
Beardy to go over his concerns.

“There’s nothing personal behind this
.. the media has blown it out of propor-

* tion,” he said.
Beardy said aboriginal organizations |

contribute about $55 million annually to
the Sioux Lookout economy.

“WWe need to talk about this situation.
Perhaps we should be spending our mon-
ey where we aresure there is a welcome
mat out,” Beardy said.

McDonald said a decision to help a
person return home would be “a mutual-
ly agreed upon arrangement with (their
respective) First Nation leaders.”

“We're not about to force anyone . . .
(or) give them a ticket home,” he said
earlier.

“But if they are out of money and/or
in trouble, we want to help. . . . We have
seen some awful situations.”

Tnstead of “shipping First Nation peo-
ple back home,” Beardy said the focus
should be on poverty, homelessness, ad-
diction and social dislocation.

Other recommendations in the Front
Street report call for:

« Town bylaws be reviewed to limit loi-
tering.

« Bar hours to be adjusted.

. Efforts to be made to increase First
Nation involvement in solving problems.

« The town to support beautification
projects on Front Street. a4t

« The OPP to step up community polic-
ing and foot patrols in the area.

Sioux Lookout provineial police have
cited the “self-destructive behaviour”
sometimes witnessed on Front Street for
an almost 20-per-cent jump in liquor vio-
lations and disturbances officers re-

/ sponded to last year.



Page 8 - Wednesday, May 9, 2001

News

Sioux Lookout Bulletin

Iapologize for not pro-

ducingacolumn.lhave
had inquiries — “Where is
your article?”

My answer, “Show me
the news.” So alittle will be
old news.

Canterra Mining is com-

I HAVE been away and

ing in to mine the Crow.
They are expecting to mill
250 tons a day. The first
stepwill be to meet in Sioux
Lookout with the govern-
ment bodies which will be
followed by public meet-
ings in Mishkeegogamang
and Pickle Lake.

Mishkeegogamang held
the grand opening of their
new school on April 19.
Bob Nault, our M.P., was

“up to officiate. Even our

old mayor — I mean Jim —
was there. :

We have topped 63,000
bottles in our bottle return
drive, an indicator which
would seem to go hand in
hand with empty bottles —
over 1000 lock-ups since
Jan. 1.

There are no winter
burials in Pickle Lake.
Pickle Lake is notunique in
this aspect but if it is a
concern to you, contact the
Township Office, present
your solution and your con-
cerns.

I know spring is here in
spite of the snow falling
because the sea gulls are
back in force. They’re

hanging around the north-
ern shore too.

Wednesday our mail
truck did not make it in
because of an accident
outside Dryden. No mail
for only the second time in
20 years. Actually the
first time since I’ve been
working for Canada Post
and I won’t have it happen
again!

Our condolences to
Pickle Lake residents Gord
and Shirley Fedack on the
loss of their granddaughter
Lindsay.

The Pickle Lake million-
aire - now an Ignace resi-
dent - was up to visit. He
stayed with Abby Brazeau
so I can imagine it was
shovel time - must have
been piled at least three
feetdeep. [understand Bob
may finally have a buyer

for his trailer in Pickle.

Wasaya Airlines landed
a couple of choice con-
tracts and will be adding
two more Pilatuses to their
fleet. :

Winston Koval cel-
ebrated his 34th birthday
and has his house up for
sale - does wisdom come
with age?

Mike “Freight” Menard
celebrated another as well
and is still waiting for his
friends to send presents —
preferably something you
can eat.

Now to old news. Harry
Ash was our second death
this year from exposure,
another tragic and avoid-
able death.

Substance abuse will be
the topic for another focus
group and hopefully we
can get Chief Ronald
Roundhead to be in our
advisory group — we need

~alotofsupport tobe recog-

nized by the federal gov-
ernment.

My condolences also to
the family of the late
Christine Panacheese, a
much respected Osnaburgh
elder recently deceased.

Wasaya bids adie” to
Kyle Kopey and welcu....es
aboard Alberto Alexande-
Terry Bather and PhylL
Seaton.

Remember, Adult Fun
Night has moved to Thurs-
day at the community hall
at 7:30 — pool, cards, ping-
pong, foose ball and air
hockey.

MNR is back on the job.

We had two early burns -
one in Oz and one near the
trailer court.
Iseethatthere wasm

land for sale on Lake ot.
Joe—touristoutfitterswon’t
be happy. Our cottage lots
on Kapikichi should be
ready for sale this fall. I'd
like to see some lots opened
on Pickle Lake. Maybe if
sales go well on Kap we
can look at this for a later
project.

X
N

=
=5
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ing that a northern medical school
l:appen is great news

front

JRMS pro--

road public
lresultina
1€.
incement is
of the hard
of people
> concept of
ical school.
o support of
yrthern On-
7ision of a
designed to
ians for
iral and re-
nities, has
tal in mak-

ing the case. I commend
the government and all our
supporters for making the
visionattainable. Lakehead
and Laurentian Universi-
ties will ensure that the
Northern Ontario Rural
Medical School provides
high quality, innovative and
meaningful education to
medical students looking to
focus their commitment to
the underserviced areas of
Ontario,” said Dr. Fred
Gilbert, President of
Lakehead University.
Lakehead University and
Laurentian University
came together to propose
the establishment of the
Northern Ontario Rural
Medical School based on
the McKendry Report, re-
leased in 19993 The
McKendry Reportincluded
in its findings that the On-
tario Government should
consider creating a new
medical school in rural
medicine with a specific
mission to attract students
who are interested in work-
ing in the province’s small,

rural and remote commu-
nities.

“Knowing that a north-
ernmedical school will hap-
pen is great news,” said
Gilbert. “Lakehead Univer-
sity will work with the prov-
ince to ensure that the
NORMS model we have
developed with Laurentian
University and with the in-
volvement of Nipissing
University, and which has
the support of the people of
both Northeastern and
Northwestern Ontario, is
the “made-in-Northern
Ontario” solution selected.
This is a wonderful oppor-
tunity to create a medical
school that incorporates the
values and vision of ensur-
ing the provision of ad-
equate and appropriate
health care to the north.
Lakehead and Laurentian
Universities and our part-
ners, will continue to work
as hard as we have over
the past year and a half to
convince the Ontario gov-
ernment that NORMS is
the best solution for the

new “made-in-Northern
Ontario” medical school.”

News of the approval of
a northern medical school
comes a few days before
the First International Sym-
posium on Northern and
Rural Medical Education,
which will be held in
Sudbury on May 27, pre-
sented by Northern Ontario
Mayor’s Coalition in part-
nership with Lakehead and
Laurentian Universities.
The symposium will be
broadcast to conference
sites in Thunder Bay, Sault
Ste. Marie, North Bay,
Timmins and Parry Sound.
The eventwill feature lead-
ers in the field of rural and
remote medical education
from Finland, Australia,
Norway, the United States

and Canada. Local and in-

ternational deans of medi-
cine and other medical ex-
perts will discuss the de-
sign and development of
rural medical schools and
teaching models in their
respective countries.

Northern

—~edical

school gets
S government go ahead

Harmen Meinders -
StAFFWRITER

o “made-in-Northern
Ontario” medical school
was given the go-ahead

last month in a speech from Dan
Newman, the Ontario Minister of
Northern Developmentand Mines.
Lakehead University in Thun-
der Bay and Laurentian Univer-
sity in Sudbury have received the
support of the Ontario govern-
ment to establish a decentralized
multi-campus medical school, the
Northern Ontario Rural Medical
School, on both campuses. The
northern medical school will use
the latest “‘e-learning” technology
and will work to retain doctors in
the region.

Dr. Terry O’Driscoll said she
was excited to hear the announce-
ment. “I was ecstatic when it was
announced,” said O’Driscoll, the
Chief of Staff at the Sioux Look-
out District Health Centre. “I’m

looking forward to it. I'm hoping
the presence of at least a part of |
amedical school in Thunder Bay |
will promote health care in the
region in general.”

O’Driscoll also said between ‘
the clinic and the hospital there
are 25-30 training months com-
pleted every year and that number
may now go up. She added that
more specialists may be attracted
to the region with the opening of
the new school. ‘

The government stated thatthey
are committed to anorthern medi-
cal school, but at this time they

have not provided any details of |

the new school. NORMS is the
medical school model developed
by Lakehead and Laurentian Uni-
versities with the assistance of
Nipissing University, to deliver
rural and northern medical educa-
tion partially via e-learning tech-
nolf)gy. Lakehead University re-
mains optimistic that the inherent

See KNOWING on page 6

|
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BY CARL CLUTCHEY
NORTH SHORE BUREAU

Ex-Marathon mayor charged

Former Marathon mayor Don McKay
has been charged with one count of
breach of trust relating to the awarding
of a town contract when he was still in
the mayor’s chair back in 1994,

As aresult of an 11-month anti-rackets
investigation, McKay, 46, is accused of
having a personal interest in a local com-
puter company that was on the receiving
end of town business.

McKay, a former bank employee and fi-
nancial planner, served two terms as
mayor before deciding not to run again
in 1997, ;

He could not be reached for comment
yesterday:

Some councillors who served with
McKay said they were aware of a possi-
ble conflict-of-interest situation in 1994,
but said it wasn’t up to them to raise the

matter.

The investigation by the OPP’s anti-
racket section is based on a complaint by
a Marathon resident that came forward
only last year.

OPP Sgt. Debora Tully-Waffler said
even though the incident allegedly took

place seven years ago, the OPP still had

an obligation to look into it.

“We're not out on a witch-hunt,” Tul-
ly-Waffler said yesterday “Our responsi-
bility is to act on information when we
getit.”

Tully-Waffler said 11 months is a typi-
cal length of time for an anti-rackets
probe. :

McKay is currently general manager
of the federally funded Superior North
Community Development Corporation,
which provides loans to North Shore
businesses.

He is to appear in Marathon provin-
cial court July 11.

Don McKay




Taxes could jump as high as 12%

BY CARL CLUTCHEY
NORTH SHORE BUREAU

About 160 Marathon ratepayers could
face tax increases of up to 12 per cent this
| year, even though the town isn’t taking in
more revenue than it did in 2000.

And water rates are being hiked 30 per
cent to cover new costs for testing drink-
ing water and adding chlorine.

The increases are part of an approved
2001 budget that will generate $5.3 mil-
lion from homeowners, small businesses
and industries.

That’s the same amount as last year’s
levy, but the town had to take it from a tax
base that’s been dramatically reduced by
$18 million.

That translated into a revenue short-

fall of about $560,000.

To make up for that, town managers
rejigged local tax ratios and some proper-
ty owners who saw property values rise
or stay the same will likely pay more this
year.

Homeowners will take the hit because
the province has put a cap on how much
the town can tax the local pulp mill and
three gold mines.

For example, a homeowner currently
paying $1,500 for a three-bedroom home
could get dinged with another $150 a year
if the value of the house stayed the same
under the latest provincial assessment.

Others, due to changing values of

their homes, may see a decrease by the

time tax bills go out later this year.

Mayor Pat Richardson, who saw the
value of her home in the older part of
town drop $5,000 in the last assessment,
said she expects to pay about $5 less in
taxes in 2001,

Richardson said the town is pretty
lean from an operations standpoint.

She said she can’t imagine trimming
the budget further to reduce the burden
for those facing tax hikes in the range of
10 per cent or more.

“We offer very little (in services) as it
is,” Richardson said yesterday.

Further cuts, Richardson warned,
would impact on recreational services,
which account for 17 per cent of town ex-
penditures

Businesswoman Iris Sullivan, who ran
against Richardson in last fall’s election,
said she can’t believe the town can’t find
other ways to save money.

“No one can say they can’t become:
more efficient,” said Sullivan, who wasr

irked by the water increase and suggest-«

i ?a?wo,zmgf

-

ed politicians start by trlmmmg their \%

salaries.

The town has $3 million in reserve -

funds but will need the money to help pay
for sewer and water upgrades, expected
to cost about $400,000 annually over the ~__
next seven years.

A manager’s report says the town will
be debt-free by 2002, freeing up $620, 000
the following year.

%
S
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Med school
reduced to
satellite site

(continued from page 1)
by doctors, must be consid-

ered. “It is vital that the
new school properly accom-
modates this demographic,
in terms of enabling aborig-
inal student enrolment and
servicing aboriginal pa-

tients,” he stated. -
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Council vot.s tc increase mu_iiciyal

service fees and property taxes

Mac Olsen
STARFWRITER

OUNCIL voted to in-
crease municipal serv-
ice fees and property

taxes at its monthly meeting on
May 16.

There will be increases for
water usage for Sioux Lookout
and Hudson residents and gar-
bage bag tag fees for urban
Sioux Lookoutresidents. Prop-
erty taxes will increase by four
per cent and there will also be a

fee increase for the municipal -

daycare service.

“The tax increases are the
result ofareduction inuncondi-
tional grants and increased
costs, including the downloading

of costs by the province,” said
Treasurer Phyllis Wills. The
increased costs are related to
social housing, police setvices,
the Northwestern Health Unit
and the ambulance service, she
said.

Council voted to increase
water rates for Sioux Lookout
and Hudson residents by 20 per
cent effective July 1, and by
another 20 per cent effective
Jan. 1, 2002.

Wills explained that the wa-
ter rate increases are neces-
sary to eliminate the deficits of
the Sioux Lookout and Hudson
water utilities. The deficits re-
sulted because of increased
monitoring and testing require-
ments in 2000,

The rate increases will also
help to increase the municipali-
ty’s capital reserve for on-going
capital projects, Wills added.

She also noted the $3.85 sur-
chargeresidential customers pay
is to service municipal debt that
was generated for water pres-
sure booster stations and new
water mains for the new school

out.

Council also voted to raise
the cost of garbage bag tags for
urban Sioux Lookout residents
to $2.00 per bag, which will
become effective June 1.

Wills explained the fee in-
crease will go towards the next
phase of a 100 per cent user-

See INCREASED on page 7

Increased caycare fees

3

and other areas of Sioux Look- Y& §

X
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e

Continued from front

pay system. The new sys-
tem, which willinclude the
openingofanew landfill, is
expected to be in place
within a year.

Kresin Engineering is
reviewing different options
for garbage pickup in both
urban and rural Sioux Look-
out. ;

Property taxes have been
increased by four per cent.
Council also voted to de-
crease the industrial ratio
from 3.059 to 2.63 for in-
dustrial properties. The in-
dustrial property tax dollar
will be redistributed to all
other tax classes with this
change, Wills said. Indus-
trial properties will also be
subject to the four per cent

increase.

Council also voted to in-
crease the daily registra-
tion fees forthe Norah Love
and Biidaaban Daycare
Centres by 50 cents in Sep-
tember 2001 and by an-
other 50 cents in January
2002.

Coun. Rob McClendon
commented at the May 8
Public Services Commit-

tee meeting that the fee

increases bring the munici-
pality’s fees into line with
the Kenora District Serv-
ice Board’s policies.

McClendon also com-
mented that the municipal-
ity would like to keep the
costs low, but the munici-
pality has to offset its costs
to ensure the day care cen-
tres continue to be opera-
tional.

- Wills is preparing an
information package that
will provide amore detailed
explanation of why the
tax increases and munici-
pal fee increases are nec-
essary. The information
package will also give a
breakdown of how the
municipality spends the
money.
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New paramedics program welcome

~ Land ambulance director sees reglonal training potential for staff retention

By Warner Bloomfield

A new paramedics pro-
gram at Confederation Col-
lege’s Kenora campus is a
very positive sign for the

Kenora District Services -

Board’s land ambulance
service.

Peter Marshall, who
became the service’s direc-
tor last week, said in. an
interview, he looks at the
program in the same light
as the recently announced
Northern Medical School.

“I think it will be a great
asset. If local kids out of
high school are trained here
and start working in the
area, they are much more
hkely to stay,” he said,
stressing retaining para-
medics is a large issue fac-
ing the service.

The Ministry of Health
recently announced all
paramedics require specific
training and certification.
While Marshall does not
disagree with the regula-
tions, he said the new rules
virtually eliminate the use
of volunteer ambulance
attendants.

At the same time, the dis-

Peter Marshall is head of the Kenora District Services

Board’s land ambulance service.

trict has a hard time com-
peting with  Southern
Ontario for paramedics,
who are very much in
demand there.

Marshall is still familiar-
izing himself with much of
his job’s details. He is
responsible for coordinat-
ing all the land ambulance
services for the Kenora dis-
trict. This means he is in
charge of 84 staff, including

Staff photo

managers and supervisors,
plus a $5.19 million budget.

Among his initial chal-
lenges is negotiating a new
deal with the Canadian
Union of Public Employees,
which now represents all
the paramedics.

“I think it helps having
one union. It will mean
standardized contract lan-
guage,” he said.

Marshall was previously
director of the Mary
Berglund Community
Health Centre in Ignace.
He was assistant executive
director of the Margaret
Cochenour Hospital in Red
Lake prior to that.

On top of working with

M Confederation College to

establish the new para-
medics course, Marshall is
also preparing for a sched-
uled certification process
with the Ministry of Health
later this summer.

“It will make sure we are
meeting all the standards
set out,” he said.

The district services
board took over administra-
tion of the land ambulance
service at the beginning of
the year, after failing to
reach contract agreements
with regional hospitals. ¥
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of operations, airport man-
ager, utilities manager and
the facilities manager. This
policy will reduce the
number of municipal vehi-
clesrequired. Chief Admin-
istrative Officer John Baird
said the municipality has to
pay $800 permonth foreach
vehicle it leases.

roads manager, the director

Municipal vehi... re-
quirements ;

Council voted to offer
paymentof $250 permonth
to seniormunicipal manag-
ers for the use of their per-
sonal vehicles for full-time,
regular in-town business.
Any out-of-town business
will be compensated at the

regularrate, currently 32.5

cents per kilometre. This
willonly beapplicable to the




udbury Lacks Lakehead

nued from page Al

nder Bay Mayor Ken Boshcoff
o upbeat.

» fundamental fact of the . . . pro-
s a dual campus with an equal
rship and the entire meeting had
its goal,” Boshcoff said.

1id future meetings with the same
will work toward that concept.
ury Mayor Jim Gordon said he
with the original proposal.

are committed to working with
nistry of Health and Long-Term
1d the Ministry of Northern De-
ent and Mines to develop a busi-
an for a Northern medical school
is consistent with the general

principles of the (original) proposal,”
Gordon said.

Nishnawbe-Aski deputy grand chief
Goyce Kakegamic said NAN endorses
the proposal.

Kakegamic, who missed the meeting
because there was a mixup about the
starting time, said First Nations want to
be included in governance of the school
and want input into its curriculum.

There should also be a guaranteed
number of places for First Nations stu-
dents, he added.

" Kakegamic said specialists teaching at
the school would have the opportunity to
examine aboriginal health issues such as
diabetes and suicide.

A Health spokesman said the ministry

is prepared to fund a medical school with
a main campus at Laurentian and a clini-

cal campus at Lakehead.
“That’s the decision of the govern-

ment at this time,” said Gord Haugh,

press secretary to Health Minister Tony
Clement,

Haugh said the provinee will appoint a
consultant to look at the option present-
ed by Clement last week.

“He’ll take input from anywhere he
can get it,” Haugh said. it

“If he comes back with a propo
(other than the one presented), we'll cou-
sider it.”

Haugh said the consultant’s deadline
is the end of this year.

[.akehead still

has a shot at
med school :

BY JIM KELLY
THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL

Lakehead University may get
an equal partnership in a North-
ern Ontario rural medical
school.

The anger, - disappointment
and frustration over last week’s
government announcement that
essentially shut Lakehead out of
the proposal gave way to cautious
optimism yesterday following an
in-camera meeting at the Trav-
elodge Hotel Airlane.

The Northern Ontario May-
ors’ Coalition, representatives of
Lakehead and Sudbury’s Lau-
rentian University, and munici-
pal groups and agencies in the
North discussed the announce-
ment and development of a busi-
ness plan.

The laughter and cheers heard
outside the room were proof that
something positive was happen-
ing.

The consensus is to develop a

’

business plan for the school con- (
sistent with the original proposal
which includes a dual campus .
medical school at Lakehead and _ -
Laurentian, a statement says.

The government deviated from
the plan, announcing the main
campus would be at Sudbury \}b
while Lakehead would be home —~&.
to a satellite clinical campus. Il

“We have a re-commitment to \’
the original . . . proposal,” said —_
Lakehead president Fred Gilbert,
one of the outspoken critics of
the government concept.

Gilbert appeared optimistic
the door is not completely shut
on his school.

“There was a willingness to-
day to develop a business plan
that is consistent with what we
expected,” he said. :

Despite the unanimous sup-
port for the original proposal,
Gilbert said the final decision
rests with the province.

W

» Continued on page A3




ical grads
rural sites

ICLE-JOURNAL

thwestern Ontario Family
esidency Program has pro-
\duates in the class of 2001.
hese doctors will practise in
rural and remote areas of
my of which are suffering
physician shortages.

luates were honoured this
» ceremonies and an awards
1 for teaching physicians at
' Bay Country Club.

ing family doctors and med-
sts were involved in medical
ross Northwestern Ontario.
program has a strong track
reparing family physicians
1, rural and remote practice.
h, it was awarded the Keith
1e Society of Rural Physi-
nada for the most effective
e family medicine program
1 2001,

racking shows that about 70
sraduates enter practice in
d rural communities across



Sur‘}ey » ~eds help from business

NORTHWEST BUREAU

Dryden’s economic devel-
opment office wants the hard
data on what freight is
shipped north to First Nation
communities.

The office has initiated a
survey to find out the amount
of freight that is being
shipped and how frequently,
economic development officer
Jim Dayman said.

“We know that a lot of busi-
nesses are shipping to remote
First Nations,” Dayman said,
adding the freight gets there
by ground transportation

from the city to Sioux Lookout
or Pickle Lake.

He suggested there’s proba-
bly enough volume to negoti-
ate with an air carrier to fly
freight directly out of Dryden.

“It's a question of getting
the hard numbers to work
with,” he said.

Dayman said the last time
the office tried compiling
such data, it didn't get enough
information to make the con-
cept feasible.

Dryden-area
can participate in the surve
by contacting Dayman at 2%.
4100.

businesses

1O/ ff- 0 e T
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Ontario opens doors to foreign MDs

BY JIM KELLY
THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL

The Chronicle-Journal has
learned the province will an-
nounce a plan today to fast track
foreign-trained physicians for
underserviced areas.

According to the plan, 40 posi-
tions will be created to allow doc-
tors practising outside Canada to
get their licences in Ontario in as
little as six months.

Foreign-trained doctors now
have to pass licensing exams and
then get in line for a handful of

residency positions, which can
take years to get.

The doctors will be assessed
over a six-month period and if
they don’t need further training,
they will be allowed to practise in
rural and underserviced areas.

However, the government will
stipulate the doctors must be
sponsored by a community and
they must go there when they get
their licence.

Doctors who require addition-
al training will get their licences
once that training is completed.
This may take up to a year.

Further details, such as how

long the doctors must serve in
underserviced areas, will be an-
nounced later.

A second part of the an-
nouncement today deals with in-
ternational medical graduates.

The province has increased
from 36 to 50 spots available for
such graduates to receive train-
ing in Ontario.

Their education could take
from two to five years before they
are licensed in Ontario.

The program targets medical
graduates who have not complet-
ed post-graduate training.

Mos;t of these doctors will be

trained as specialists, but some
will be family physicians of
which there is an acute shortage
in Ontario.

Most of the 50 doctors will go
to rural and underserviced areas.

A Thunder Bay specialist,
whose group has been lobbying
for more foreign-trained doctors,
said the government move is pos-
itive, but he still has reserva-
tions.

“It’s a step in the right direc-
tion, but Ontario is still behind
other provinces in loosening the
requirements to practise for for-
eign-trained graduates,” said gas-

troenterologist Dr. Walter Kutch-
er, vice-chairman of the Thunder
Bay Physicians Planning Group.:

Kutcher fears some require-
ments may be too stringent to al-
low Ontario to compete with oth-
er provinces such as Alberta.

Kutcher is a victim of the local
doctor shortage.

He announced earlier this year
he will be moving to Etobicoke
because he is on the verge of
burnout.

Kutcher is one of only two full-
time gastroenterologists in the
city. The other is Dr. J. Frank
Joanes.
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) to the Eabametoong First Nation

unter

Jtributed $90,000 to the
g First Nation for a fea-
y concerning the devel-
permanent road.

ong First Nation has
sted in a study showing
yrojections that might
a permanent road built
ymmunity.

oong has a well-estab-
astructure and a road
her complement their
il Robert Nault,
ny River MP, said. “This
enhance the community’s
for attracting industry,

such as mining.”

FedNor will cover costs associated
with reviewing the impact a perma-
nent road will have on forestry, min-
ing, and transportation sectors. This
includes aerial road mapping, consul-
tant fees and the services of a First
Nations project co-ordinator. The fea-
sibility study will evaluate two corri-
dors - one south to Nakina and one
west to Pickle Lake.

“FedNor funding will enable us to
examine the best way to go about
developing a road that will result in
significant and long-term benefits,”
Andy Yesno, Capital Projects
Coordinator said.
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Natures Bay is born:

Metis partners with
aboriginal organiza-
tion to begin busi-
ness

by Joyce Hunter

Nature’s Bay Bottling
Company, a mineral
water bettling plant in
Keewatin, opened its
doors for the first time
June 2.

Owned and operated by
Philip Thorgrimson, Mr.
and Mrs. Puterbaugh,
their daughter Anita
Puterbaugh, and associ-
ated with Neegani
Investment Management
Inc., Nature’s Bay
(NaBay) draws it’s water
from an wunderground
source, known as an arte-
sian well, several kilome-
ters north of Keewatin.

“If 'm not mistaken,
approximately 20 per
cent of the world’s supply
of fresh water is in
Northern Ontario,” said
Thorgrimson refering to
his inspiration for becom-
ing a mineral water dis-
tributor. “We should be
the largest bottling oper-
ators (northern-Ontario)
in the world, that
and the well is an
extremely  good
water source. Itis [
an extremely soft
water, very low in |
dissolved minerals §
(26 ppm).” _

Thorgrimson, a |
Metis and long-
time resident of

the Kenora district, and
his wife approached the
Puterbaugh family who
agreed to pool their
money together to form
Nabay.

In order to produce
water equalling their
standards, the ambi-
tious group of potential
propeiters would require
state-of-the-art stainless
steel bottling equipment
imported from Italy,
which would require a
large amount of money
to fund.

The group enlisted the
help of Debra Krupka of
DKA Marketing whose
offices are based in
Toronto and Thunder
Bay, to help them realize
their dream.

Thorgrimson, was con-
nected to Neegani
Investment Managment
Inc (NIMI).

NIMI is a subsidiary of
Nisnawbe Aski
Development Fund.

As a Metis,
Thorgrimson qualified
for funding through

NIMI.
NIMIs mandate is to

provide Aboriginal and
Metis funding and man-
agerial services for their
budding business opera-
tions.

Keewatin’s mayor was
present at the ribbon
cutting and had a few
enthusaistic comments
about Keewatin’s latest
business enterprise.

“It’s fantasic! I think
they’ll be expanding in
the next year,” Mayor
Canfield said about
NaBay’s potential as a
company. “We're sitting
on the largest deposit of
spring water in North
America. We're at an
era when fresh water is
becoming a commodity
and are at a stage where
it will become a colossal
demand.”

The artesian well
maintains a year-round
temperature of 44° and
has an annual output of
5.5 million gallons,
which flows steadily
from a undergound stra-
ta of water otherwise
called an aquaphere.

The aquaphere was
accessed by a private
company for various
uses, which can be
likened to accessing a
vein of ore mined for
industrial purposes.

The well water is triple .

filtered in state-of-the-
art Italian designed
stainless steel bottling
equipment using reverse
osmosis. The water is

then ozonated, a method
invented by Europeans
in 1905.

Reverse osmosis is a
system of filtration
using microfilters that
screen out naturally
occuring sediments and
other solid substances in
the water.

NaBay triple filters its

water to .45 microns,
twice the industry stan-
dard, because their
directive is to provide
their customers with the
purest form of water
possible, which is why
they also ozonate the
water.

“We pump the water
into an (stainless steel)
ozone tank, we take elec-
tricity and turn it into a
high-voltage and elec-
tronically, it creates it
intoisfan o are?® Ssaid
Thorgrimson of the
ozonation process. “The
oxygen is pumped
through, (a  water
molocule is comprised of
one hydrogen and two
oxygen molecules-H?0O),
so when the oxygen is
pumped through it goes
from O? to O°. You've
added another molecule
on it (water molecule)

and that is what kills all
bacteria.” :
“Now remember,

they’ve used ozone since
1905 in Europe for puri-
fying their water,” con-
tinued  Thorgrimson
comparing water from a

municipal source to
ozonated water.
“Here we are using
chlorine and other
chemicals. That
(ozonation) is the
proper way of purify-
ing water.”
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iteracy test added
0 welfare system

CANADIAN PRESS
lem. ‘
“We want a quick snapshot to say

» Whether literacy is g problem for some-

r those with weak literacy skills, one,” said John Baird.
¢ could threaten their livelihood, “Can they read these basic questiong?
> math problem is just one of sever- Can they answer these basic questions?”
stions on a screening test devel. The literacy questions demand things
y the provinegial government to as-

vhether welfare recipients need
g and math training, ten explanation about why she likes it,
government announced this week The math section contains four equa-
°ginning Oct. 1, Ontario’s 430,000  tions, Readers must add, subtract, multi-
© recipients will be forced to take ply and divide numbers,

Lf they don’t have Grade 12 or it The questions, which the ministry
lency. Those who fail must 8010  saysreflects a Grade 9 to 10 level of abili-

ty, will be changed constantly to prevent
ne who refuses to take the test or cheating.

 Will have their monthly welfare But literacy experts question how a
5 cut off, 15-minute test could possibly identify if
broposed test is hased 0N a siX-  someone has a literacy problem.

1screening form that’s been used “I personally see very little relation-
ira for the past year. ship between this test and the (literacy)
rovince’s social services minis-  levels the brovince has established,” said
yesterday the test is meant tobe Colleen D’Souza, of the Metro-Toronto
SCreening tool, and would not be  Movement for Literacy,

IRONTO — Being able to divide 225
may seem simple to most Ontarians

the final word on someone with a prob-

like at least three written sentences |
about a joh the applicant likes, and a writ.
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Dryden council briefs

‘City landfill fees to increase

The City of Dryden is
increasing its landfill tip-
ping fees.”

Council unanimously
voted in favour of a bylaw
setting fees at $47.50 per
tonne on July 1, a $2.50
increase, and $50 per tonne
on Jan. 1, 2002.

Coun. Brian England,
who introduced the motion,
noted the city elected not to
increase garbage bag fees,
believing the higher tip-
ping fees will cover any

- additional expenses
incurred by the landfill. .

The higher fees are
needed, he said, to make
the city’s waste manage-
ment system self-suffi-
cient.

Under the current fee
schedule, city engineer Tom
MecConnell said, the waste
management system will
fall short of its revenue goal
of $702,000.

The new fee increases
should allow the landfill to
reach revenues of $600,000
this year and $650,000 a
year over the next four.

McConnell noted the
system will run a deficit
until 2005, but should gen-
erate an accumulated sur-
plus after that.

He added that the waste
management system will
require significant capital
expenditures over the next
two years, including a new
compactor, cell construc-
tion and a retention pond.

Hydro rates go up

City hydro rates are
increasing 5.74 per cent.

Council approved a
wholesale rate increase
pass through, at last week’s
meeting.

England stated the rate
increase was needed to pass
on rate hikes from power
generators. He explained
the city is seeing no profit
from the action.

Without  the  pass
through, England stressed
the fee hikes would cost the
city approximately $35,000
per month. i

The fee hikes are effec-
tive June 1.

Dryden Hydro is sched-
uled to be taken over by
Hydro One on June 27.

City protests provincial
stand on right of ways

Council threw its sup-
port behind a resolution
from the County of Renfrew
asking the province to hon-
our a settlement between
municipalities and the nat-
ural gas industry.

The resolution notes the
Ontario Energy Board had
approved a settlement
under which municipalities
would collect permit fees
covering the costs of placing
natural gas utilities in pub-
lic right of ways.

However, the Ministry of
Municipal Affairs has over-
turned the Ontario Energy
Board decision.

The Renfiew resolution
notes the fees decision was
settled usiny provision of
the Muni.cip.l Act set out by
the provinc to help cities
and towns dal with service
realignmen ¥

\|



Tires =

1. mctdl pile; cle
1 natcd bum area'

 HOURS. -

| - Highway 502 Lanagi - " Barclay Hall Road Landfill
* Monday to Thursday: SOOSOOpm ' “ Friday! 1:00.pinit.6:00 pm:. -
. Friday: 8:00:4:m.-12:00 noon ~ -

Saturday: 8:00.a. m. 12 hoon . -, .. (Closed all other days and .
S S ' : statutory hohdays) L
TIPPING FEES ‘

1 T1ppmg fees at both landﬁlls —-$1 50 per standard bag or as'-..:‘- 3

. follows

'$7500 per tonne’ - -

2] :Tlpplrlg fees do not apply to compostable matenals dcposlted at
| the compost pile,” scrap mietdl depos1ted, at thc scrap mietat. plle orf |
recyclables, 1f kept separat& . ;: R LA ST ,_:_': .

_ RATES AT BARCLAY HALL ROAD IANDF ILL SITE

1 VEHICLES

] L,andﬁ]l site..

" Saturday: 1:00 p.m.-6:00 p,m.-

$200 -per passenger tire -f

9.00 (mm1mum charge) 1

Per 172 Ton Pick Up Load (heapedlmdc extensmns) $25"OO_ 5 ¥
1 *THF A'ITENDANT SHALL HAVE AUTHORITY TO PRO- -
- RATE: PART LOADS @R-‘"’- NTERMEDIATE 'SIZE(,

| | 1 Ton stake truck © yards) “-3"’I‘or_1_stakc ‘tnuck; Tandem (14’ :
| yards), and’ packera Q! accepted at. the Barclay Hall Road 1




