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By Graeme Mackechnie

A ED Imentionany
f upcomingelections
A Nor pretty faces? I_

think not! Do some people
know how to take a com-
* pliment? I think not! And
then thére are others who
believe my middle name
should be “think not.” -
Maria and Scott are en-
gaged — congratulations!
Maria is back from Hos-
tage Negotiations Training

with the OPP and Scott
will be back to fly out of
Pickle for Wasayaand vol-
unteer with the Recrea-
tional Committee! Has he
been taken hostage?

Graduation ceremonies
‘were held at Crolancia

School as another school

year wrapped up. The pian- |

ist. Dave Simpson, who
played for the kindergarten
graduation, did a wonderful

job.Hethrew inafew Christ-
mas tunes just to see who
was listening — Jim D. was,

We’re losing a few
teachers this year, which
has resulted in a game of
musical classrooms. Mrs.
Koper will notice a big
change going from teach-

ing grade 1 to 9/10. She’ll

have to exchange her Raffi
CDs for Metallica.

The Canterra group will
be coming back to Pickle in
July todosome preliminary
work out at the Crow. In
the same trip Canterra will
be meeting with council to
update them on what
progress has been made.

Talk about people leav-
ing Pickle Lake: Donica,
Eric and family, Patti and
Hughie Cummins and fam-
ily, Shannon O’ Donnell and

‘?are all moving to Thunder

Bay. George Johnston is

" moving to Elliot Lake.

Ifinally made it out fish-
ing. It was beautiful, fish-
ing was excellent and the
black flies were almost non-
existent.

Thehockey clubispuiting

on its annual horse shoe

tournament. Atthe moment

it’s the talk of the town. I

believe Jim Dalzell may

even come out of retire- -

ment for the event.

Linda Peake’s daughter
Heather is coming to Pickle
for avisit,asis Boband Fern
Bileski’s grandson Michael.

.Qur summer recreation

“ program will be starting

soon. Check with the town
office and get yourchildren
registered for the program.
$5.00 per child or $10.00
per family. Angie isback as
our recreation director. She

kY

does a wonderful job and,
for the younger crew there
will be a kinder-camp.

In the onward and up-
ward category, Claire and
Sarah Mclntyre have
moved to Red Lake taking
their responsibilities with
them. Good move Claire.
So long Don. -

Kyle Koper is putting in
so many hours and doingso
much flying he’s making
his dad happy. Talk of the
coffee shop — Kyle must
be on salary!



K-Net’s launch
connects remote
First Nations

BALMERTOWN — A
partnership, that will give

Keewaytinook Oki-
makanak First Nation
members, interactive,

online access to informa-
tion on the First Nations
Governance Initiative, was
announced Friday here, by
Kenora-Rainy River MP
Robert Nault, Minister of
Indian Affairs and North-
ern Development.

The announcement coin-
cided with the official
launch of Kuh-ke-nah Net-
work (K-Net) of Smart First
Nations, which will receive
$4.5 million in funds from
Industry Canada over
three years, as part of the
Aboriginal Smart Commu-
nity Demonstration pro-
ject. This program is a fed-
eral government “Connect-
ing Canadians” initiative.

Indian and Northern
Affairs provided $48,100
for the K-Net governance
portal, which enables use of
existing network and
resources, such as the First
Nations Governance Web
site, to share information
with community members
in each First Nation.

Keewaytinook Oki-
makanak (Northern
Chiefs) Council operates
the network connecting
Deer Lake, Fort Severn,
Keewaywin, McDowell
Lake, North Spirit Lake
and Poplar Hill, remote

communities with a total
population of 2,250.

Nault sees this Internet
connection as helping com-
munity members “partici-
pate in the consultation
process.”

He stated that, “To do a
good job of consulting First
Nation people, we have to
do our best to reach as
many communities as pos-
sible and hear from as
many members as possible.
That’s why the K-Net ini-
tiative is so important. It’s
going to help us hear the
voices of people living
across a wide geographic
area in the north.”

Geordie  Kakepetum,
executive director of the
Northern Chiefs Council,
said the chiefs “wish to get
as much information as
possible into the hands of
our community members.
We want to engage in meet-
ings and obtain feedback
from our band members
about the direction they
wish our communities to
take” in the First Nations
Governance Initiative.

He added that the infor-
mation and communication
technologies through K-Net
“is already proving to be a
very successful way to pro-
vide education and health
services previously
unavailable in the Kee-
waytinook Okimakanak
First Nations.” *
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ssessment complaints
)cus entirely on MNR

itinued from page Al

ularinne said the ministry is not
yaring apples to apples but rather
s to oranges.
wlarinne, who has had a two-year
ling battle with the MNR on the
appraisals are done, said he isn't
iing the appraisers. He said his
slaints are focused entirely on the
3
‘he Ministry of Natural Resources
ving unacceptable and inappropri-
nstructions to local firms conduet-
property appraisals on the min-
7’'s behalf,” Paularinne said in a
nt interview.
e said he believes these instrue-
s are seriously compromising the
essional integrity and indepen-
se of local appraisal firms because
» are inconsistent with established
raisal principles set out by the Ap-
sal Institute of Canada.
'hen asked why he thought the
R would issue such instructions to
spendent appraisal firms, Paular-
e speculated the ministry was try-
to influence the outcome of ap-
isals and the values being assigned
rown cottage lots and other Crown
is in the Thunder Bay area.
\ ministry official, in a letter to
larinne earlier this year, said
wn lands are not used as compar-
15 for a number of reasons.
The ministry establishes the value
Crown land based on a variety of
»g that have taken place in the real
1te market,” said Gail Beggs, assis-
t deputy minister in the field ser-
es division.
This gives a better estimate of what
illing buyer is prepared to pay to a
ling seller. :
‘While Crown land sales can be used
) comparable. where there is little or

no other sales data available, we use
other sales information to give a broad-
er appreciation of market value,” Beg-
gs said.

She said an appraisal is an opinion
of value based on factual data.

“If one were to continue to use
Crown land sales as a comparable, the
opinion could become skewed by using
limited sales data,” she said.

The ministry has professional ap-
praisers under contract but they have
their standards set by the Appraisal In-
stitute of Canada, said Jim Paterson,
co-ordinator of land services.

“We don’t influence the appraiser,”
Paterson said from Peterborough.

“If there are few properties (in re-
mote areas) to use as a comparison,
they would go to another area where
properties are similar (to the remote
area),” he said.

“We often ask the appraiser to look
at private sales (as a comparison for
Crown cottage lots) wherever possi-
ble.” !
Paterson said the appraiserwill
make adjustments for access, services
such as hydro and distance from the
nearest community. .

A local appraiser denies the min-
istry is giving “unacceptable and inap-
propriate instructions” to appraisers.

“We consider everything (in making
appraisals of cottage lots),” said Mor-
ris Papich, a senior partner at Doggett
and Kowalchuk Appraisals.

“gometimes things sell low and
sometimes they sell high.”

Papich said appraisers generally use

fair market value when assessing a
property.

_ “That’s the most probably price a
property could bring in a competitive
market under all conditions,” Papic
said. ! )
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d news /" ¢/

es from
D sessmn

DLLAND
CLE-JOURNAL

f Thunder Bay will be able -

nances easier and send out

er if the provincial govern- -

0 a plan it revealed yester-

n Boshcoff was in Toronto

- the Association of Munic-

Intario’s annual conference
ce Minister James Flaher-
ut the province being more
ind stable when it doles out
micipal governments.
- municipalities learn how
ill get from the province in
March,-Boshcoff said. Be-
ipal budgets are being com-
same time, fmancml plan-
iled, he said.
been a long-standing issue
lities,” Boshcoff said.
said financial figures will
n the fall.

ot our mill rate a lot earlier;

out our tax bills a lot earli-
f said. “For municipalities,
end.”

le, Municipal Affalrs and
nister Chris Hodgson an-
t a new Municipal Act will
October.

osed legislation makes a
n between local and provin-
sibilities, which has been
to downloading, Boshcoff

" the concerns municipali-
d seem to have been includ-

Hodgson didn’t say what re-
s the two levels of govern-
ve, Boshcoff said.
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By Graeme Mackechnie

HARON Morris is
moving on and get-
ting on. As well as

celebrating her birthday
“aron has left Wasaya to
work for the Township.
Good luck, Sharon, and re-
member to crack that whip.
Leanna J. has turned 19
and is practicing to develop
her pool game. Gord
(Winston) Fedack is turning
50. Happy birthday to all!
A beginning romance is
on the horizon. Allanwater
Alisinloveagain, however
he is waiting for his kids to
go back to school in Thun-
der Bay before beginning
the chase.
Our summer students

working for the Township
have done an excellent job;
Patricia Hoffman on Rec,

‘Alex Lawson, Kelly Gardner

and William Mackechnieon
Public Works. Thanks guys
andthanksto Harold Schnurr
for his patient supervision!
Thanks to Angie our Sum-
mer Rec Director. We will
try, as council, to work with
you in fine tuning our pro-
grams. Hopefully we can
keep in touch - and maybe

convince you to come back

next year. =
Work isbeingdone onour
school roof and the weather

is not co-operating. Hope-

fully the rain hasn’t dam-
aged the project and the new

insulation will be effective.
Congratulationsto Donna
and Don Hooper on the re-
centaddition to their family.
Where’s the cigars, Don?
Fred Koper’s garden is
bursting at the seams. |
recently saw him at the
Pickle giving his produce
away by the basket or -
was that bartering.
Happy days are here
again! You lucky kiddies...
school starts on the 27th and
parents gave a sign of relief
and teachers shuddered.
But don’t say holidays
are over - not when Wilf
Both takes three days off
and Rick Macklin is still
cutting grass on the Pickle-

Pat golf course.

Diane Murray is leaving
us, transferring to Canada
Post in Ignace, but this
won’t be until after her trip
to England to visit her
daughter Sherri.

Mike Menard spotted a
white lined sphinx moth out
at the Olde Poste and Vil-
lage on St. Joe. They look
and act just like humming
birds but are a rare sight up
here. No one had any idea
what it was until I saw a
picture in the Chronicle
Journal.

Nexttime ‘round I’ll give
you all a short version on
AM.O.’ll missseeingJim
Carroll.
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Young offenders facility

Merits del,ated at pub..c meeting

s
5J By Warner Bloomfield
} The City of Dryden is
struggling with whether or

~L. nottoputitselfforward asa
3~ candidate for a proposed
(/‘ ung offenders facility.

\ to vote on the matter at
tonight’s regular meeting.
Among the factors to be
considered is weighing the
economic benefits with con-
cerns for public safety.
Those were discussed at
a public meeting on Aug. 28,
organized by economic
development officer Jim
¥ Dayman, with the goal of
measuring community
opinion on the proposal.
Opinion at the meeting
was split.
On one side were resi-
dents who expressed con-

e~ OLSW\/W

Degd

City council is expected

cern the facility would draw
a criminal element to Dry-
den.

“We have a great com-
munity, a safe community. I
don’t want to see it
changed,” Bob Bunney told
city officials during the
meeting.

He added he was con-
cerned the young offenders
facility would draw a crim-
inal element to the commu-
nity.

People in attendance
also voiced concern over the
effects of running a private
facility and if it would erode
the number and quality of
employees.

Justice of the Peace John
Mulders stressed that, as
long as staff was properly
qualified, a young offenders

facility should pose mno
threat to local residents’
way of life.

“If it is well managed,

there should be no safety

concerns,” he said.

Those thoughts were
echoed by Dryden Police
Service Chief Shayne
MacKinnon, who said resi-
dents should be more con-
cerned with some of the
people passing through
town than those staying in
a secure detention facility.

“If we don'’t step forward,
what are we missing? What
will we say when it goes
somewhere else? I believe
nothing ventured, nothing
gained,” he said.

The proposed facility will
house between 50 and 100
beds and is expected to be

ready by 2004. The province
has already awarded a new
youth facility to the City of
Thunder Bay which should
be built next summer.

Thé government is now
seeking interested commu-
nities for that second site.
Cities and towns have
until Sept. 14 to record
their interest by complet-
ing and returning a ques-
tionnaire on the strengths
of their municipalities.
Returning that question-
naire commits a city or
town to the process.

The facility is expected to
be worth at least $4 million
per year in direct and indi-
rect benefits to a communi-
ty. It will also create 25 to 50
full-time equivalent jobs.

j *
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De Beers, First Nation
make diamond deal

BY CARL CLUTCHEY
NORTH SHORE BUREAU

- Members of a remote native reserve
north of Thunder Bay are laying the
groundwork to benefit economically
should the world’s largest diamond min-
ing company ever develop a mine on
their traditional lands.

The agreement between Kasabonika
| First Nation and De Beers allows the
company to explore for diamonds in the
vicinity of the reserve as long as local
labour and services, like fuel sales, are
used.,

De Beers’ Vancouver-based spokes-
woman Jocelyn Fraser said the agree-
ment is a way of building a relationship
with the band “that’s based on mutual
trust and respect.”

Though an operating mine could be 10
years away, this “first-step” agreement
could also set the stage for the band to re-
ceive royalties from the mine’s produc-
tion. '

Kasabonika Deputy Chief Eno H. An-
derson said so far the company has been
complying with the agreement and there

is a good working relationship with the ;

band.

If the agreement hadn’t been in place,
the band would have asked the company
to leave the area, Anderson added.

Kasabonika is a

MMG fly-in reserve of
about 800 Oji-Cree

Agreement located 250 kilome-
allows De Beers E:Eenor th of Pickle

to explore for
diamonds in
Kasabonika area

Anderson admit-
ted that not every
resident on the re-
serve is in favour of
the diamond explo-
ration project; and
said more effort has to be made to get the
word out about De Beers’ plans. :

De Beers is known mainly for its 20 di-
amond mines in Africa.

Its first Canadian mine, which will
yield gem-quality stones, is located 220
kilometres northeast of Yellowknife. |

When that Snap Lake project opens in
2006, it's expected to create 400 jobs and
operate for 20 years.

The company plans to spend $40 mil-
lion exploring in Canada this year.

Those efforts include a project near
Attawapiskat, which is considered at a
more advanced exploration stage than
the one in Kasabonika.

Fraser said in recent years there have
been efforts by the company at its
African operations to ensure front-line
miners have the chance to move into
more senior positions.




