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onder if this is going too
ayor Dave Canfield, a self-
yed reformed smoker, said
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far as I'm concerned it's
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tistics about the negative
of second-hand smoke.
le the decision would have
satest effect on city work-
would also have an impact
ee of seven council mem-
ho smoke. They would no
- be able to enjoy a butt
travelling to meetings in
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Parkes said councillors
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Byelection possible
for district town

Mayor leaving office at end of month
to take top district ambulance job

BY CARL CLUTCHEY
NORTH SHORE BUREAU

Manitouwadge ratepayers may be

headed back to the polls this spring to
choose a new mayor in an unexpected by-
election.
. Mayor Jocelyn Bourgoin steps down
April 30 when he becomes manager of
the new District of Thunder Bay Ambu-
lance Service.

Bourgoin, 40, who was convmcmgly
re-elected to a second mayoral term in
November, said the demands of his new
job will leave him no time to be Mani-
touwadge’s top politician. *

“Realistically, the people deserve
someone who will be in town a lot more
than I will be,” Bourgoin, who will keep a
home in Manitouwadge, said yesterday.

Bourgoin is also leaving his job as
Manitouwadge ambulance manager.
| Some voters said they were annoyed

by Bourgoin's decision not to serve his
three-year term as mayor and force the
town to spend $5,000 on a byelection.

“It floored me when I heard about
(Bourgoin's resignation),” said business-
man Kevin Batchilder, who worked on
the team to defeat Bourgoin in Novem-
ber’s election.

Batchilder said even if Bourgoin was
only thinking of applying for the district
ambulance position, he should have told
voters that during the election campaign.

Others had praise for Bourgoin, say-
ing he has been an effective advocate for
the mining town over the past three
years.

“Most people understand that (the am-
bulance manager’s job) was‘a step up for
him,” Coun. Rob-Charron said.

Manitouwadge’s six councillors could
appoint a new mayor among themselves,
but Charron and other councillors con-

tacted yesterday said a byelection would
be the best way to go.

“T think it’s the democratic thmg to
do,” Coun. Randy Barnes said.

A date for a byelection, if council ap-
proves one, has not been set.

One option not open to council is to ap-
point former councillor Norm Poolton,
who in November ran against Bourgoin
and lost. ;

R L R S Ry
“Realistically, the people
deserve someone who will

be in town a lot more
than I will be.”

Jocelyn Bourgoin
Mayor of Manitouwadge

Poolton said he doesn’t know if he’ll
run again if given the chance later this
spring.

District of Thunder Bay Ambulance
Service oversees land ambulance deliv-
ery in the city and in rural towns be-
tween Upsala and Manitouwadge.

The City of Thunder Bay got the nod
last year to run the service.

Bourgoin, who becomes a permanent
city employee, will oversee a budget of
$8.5 million.

City manager Brian MacRae said he
doesn’t have a problem with Bourgoin
living so far away because Bourgoin was
by far the best candidate among about 20
applicants.

MacRae said he expects Bourgoin to
also have a residence in Thunder Bay:.
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1 minister has busy schedule in city

e Al

off said, agreed
| for a revamped

1g proposal is so

n meet that chal-

sal was submitted
while there is no
one, it has been
7 those involved,

n left the meeting

with a feeling of optimism, noting that
neither minister said no to the school
plan.

“We're looking at the fact that we're
still playing, and that our case is so
strong that we should be successful,
Bo coff said.

Tl case being made, he said, looks at
factors “including economic develop-
ment potential, out-migration retention,
and that previous programs haven’t been
as successful as
the province had
hoped.

“This is a new long-range proposal
that includes First Nations and new in-
formation technology.

“I'm ceming away feeling very deter-
mined to see this thing through . . . We in-
tend to be able to deliver to (Clement) a
proposal that should convince his cabi-
net colleagues.”

Clement is to be in Thunder Bay today.
As well as attending a Progressive Con-
servative =

fundralser he is to meet Boshcoff to re-
ceive the 40,000-name Community Letter
calling for action on the doctor shortage
in the region and attend an editorial
board meeting with The Chronicle-Jour-
nal.

Clement is also scheduled to tour the
new Thunder Bay Regional Hospital site
where he is to make an announcement.

. but “had to be non-committal”

Mec cal
school has
a chance

BY JOANNE KUSHNIER
THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL

A “world-class proposal” in
support of a Northern and rural
medical school could be just what
the doctor ordered to get the pro-
ject moving.

Five
Northern
Ontario may-
ors and the
presidents of [&;
the North- |
western and |
Northeast- 3
ern Ontario [ 4
municipal :
associations
were asked
to upgrade
their current
proposal dur-
mg a meet-
ing yesterday in Toronto. ;

Health Minister Tony Clement \
and Northern Development Min-
ister Dan Newman were both re-
ceptive to the current proposal,

Ken Boshcoff

because the provincial budget
hasn’t been set yet, Thunder Bay
Mayor Ken Boshcoff said from
Toronto. -

The proposal calls for a med-
ical school to be shared by Thun-

ey

der Bay’s Lakehead University

and Laurentian University in
Sudbury: -

The argument is that doctors
who train in the North are more
likely to stay in the North, a re-
gion hard-hit by physician short-
ages and turnover.

The politicians are Workmg
hand-in-hand with the universi-
ties and the Northern medical
community to get the proposal off
the ground.
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THE CHRONICLE-JOUR!I

8% city
tax hike
given
approval

BY BRYAN MEADOWS
NORTHWEST BUREAU

Dryden ratepayers may face a whop-
ping eight-per-cent jump in municipal
taxes this year. :

At a committee of the whole meeting
last night, Dryden council voted 4-3 in
favour of raising taxes that amount to
help cover a reduction of $521,000 in city
revenue due to property reassessment,
the provincial government’s Bill 140 and
other downloading costs.

Mayor Sid Wintle told reporters that
the tax issue is not a done deal.

“Half the council is looking at a 17-
per-cent increase . . . (a tax hike that
would raise enough revenue) to put us in
a condition that wouldn't adversely af-
fect (city) operations,” he said.

At its next regular meeting on April
30, council will make a final decision on
a tax increase and other ways to raise
revenue including taking $100,000 from
city reserves; $100,000 from Dryden Tele-
phone reserves; reducing capital expen-
ditures by $75,000; and finding more op-
erational efficiencies.

Earlier, council had proposed a 2.25-
per-cent jump in taxes in the city’s $19-
million budget, which increases capital
spending by $3 million over last year and
maintains important city services.

However, council delayed implemen-
tation of the tax hike until details of Bill
140 were analysed.

The provincial legislation caps indus-
trial and commercial tax rates in On-
tario municipalities according to a
provincial average, and shifts some of
the tax burden to residential ratepayers.

Wintle said there was some good news
from the province. -

A reduction in the education rate of
eight per cent this year will soften the
blow of municipal tax hikes, he said.

Wintle said the owner of a residential
property assessed at $150,000 will see
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Sewage

Thunder Bay water polluti

T R R e

B ILIO GOMES
Th. CHRONICLE-JOURNAL

Work is still far from starting and the fi-
nal designs have still to be drawn up, but
the cost of adding secondary sewage treat-
ment to the Thunder Bay’s water pollution
control plant will top $40 million.

At tonight’'s committee of the whole
(planning) session, city councillors will
discuss a report that updates the plan for
seéoniiar.y- sewage treatment facilities.

The bad news: the cost of the project
has gone from $31.9 million to $41.5 mil-
lion. i

Engineering manager Doug Scott said
yesterday this was a “gubstantial” in-
crease, but he added that estimates origi-
nally pegged pollution control expansion
work at $50-$80 million.

A detailed report to councillors indi-

cates three factors are responsible for the
increased cost: the need to upgrade control
systems and increase the capacity of the

main influent pumping station ($3.5 mil-
lion); piled foundations for the various fa-
cilities ($3 million); and other capital
works ($1.1 million).

Other reasons for the increase include
differences on estimating techniques and
inflation.

The report recommends that council
give the go-ahead for final design of the fa-
cilities to proceed, that the contract for bi-
ological aerated filters (BAF) be awarded

in the amount of $8.4 million, and that

eacilities cost soars

on plant project tops $40 million

studies be carried out on the impact of the
new system on the 110th Avenue causeway
project. :

Seott said the timetable ealls for con-
struction work to be tendered next year
and for the project to be finished in late
2003. ;

The total cost of the work comes in at
about $44 million, buta provincial gran’
$2.4 million offsets the local cost.

« Continued on page A3
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2% tux increase
gets council nod

First hike in 3 years for area town

BY BRYAN MEADOWS
NORTHWEST BUREAU

Fort Frances ratepayers will see mu-
nicipal taxes jump two per cent this year.

Mayor Glenn Witherspoon confirmed
the tax increase, saying town depart-
ments found necessary savings in their
operating budgets to make up for a sig-
nificant drop in tax revenue due to prop-
erty reassessment.

“We had about a $380,000 assessment
(reduction) from Abitibi-Consolidated
Ine.’s mill” to deal with this year, he said.

Witherspoon said the community is in
less trouble financially due to reassess-
ment because the town relies less on its
major industry for tax revenue than, say,
the city of Dryden.

While Fort Frances relies on the local
mill for 30 per cent of its tax revenue, the
Weyerhaeuser mill in Dryden pays about
52 per cent of that city’s municipal taxes.

Witherspoon said his council is still
looking at how the province’s Bill 140 af-
fects tax rates and may have to adjust tax
levies for the second installment in the
fall.

Bill 140 caps industrial and commer-
cial tax rates in Ontario according to a

provincial average and shifts some of the
tax burden to residential ratepayers.

The two-per—cent tax hike is the first
increase in three years for Fort Frances
ratepayers and only the second in nine
years.

Three years ago, council hiked taxes
by almost six per cent to pay for millions

A %
L

\
/

e J’Tx"\)‘t‘f’u&*

in debentures for a new auditorium and\ e

second arena.

Meanwhile, Dryden ratepayers may
face an eight-per-cent jump in municipal
taxes.

At a committee of the whole meeting
last week, Dryden council voted 4-3 in
favour of raising taxes that amount to
help cover a reduction of $521,000 in city
revenue due to property reassessment,
Bill 140 and other downloading costs.

Council is to make a final tax decision
on April 30, as well as on other ways to
raise revenue including taking $100,000
from city reserves; $100,000 from the Dry-
den Telephone reserves; reducing capital
expenditures by $75,000; and finding
more operational efficiencies in the bud-
get.
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News

Sioux Lookout Bulletin

Harmen Meinders
StAFF WRITER

- The new Missabay Com-
munity  School in
Miskeegogamang First
Nation was officially
opened on April 19. The
Honorable Robert Nault,

Minister of Indian Affairs
and Northern Develop-
ment, traveled to the com-
munity to take part in the
ceremonies.

“This new school reflects
the spirit of Mishkeegoga-
mang First Nation,” said
Nault of the school that

offers many new facilities
for staff and students.

The school features one
kindergarten classroom,
nine standard classrooms,
science facilities, a library
resource centre, a multi-
purpose area, a gymnasium
and areas for staff.

~ “This new school is an
excellent example of the
positive relationship be-
tween Mishkeegogamang
First Nation and the Gov-
ernment of Canada,” said
Chief Ronald Roundhead.
“This relationship i is based
onthe treaty s1gned in 1905
right here in Mishkeegoga-
mang and its importance is

still felt today as we con-
tinue working together to
build a strong community.

About 170students from
K4 to Grade 8 will attend
the school this year.
Maximum capacity is
about 255 students. The
community plans toexpand
its education programs to

include grades nine and

Nault travels to Mlshkeegogamang for school opemnﬂ

ten next year.

“Education is an impor-
tant tool for us to use as we
continue our journey to-
wards healing physically
and spiritually,” -~ "1

* Roundhead. “For this 1ca-

son, this new school is dedi-
cated to our children and
youth, today and for gen-
erations to come.”

Submitted photo
Aview of Missabay community School in Mishkeegogamang from the lake side. The central
teepee shaped structure is surrounded by “pods” that house the gymnasium and the
elementary, intermedlate, and secondary areas. Community members were very involvedin
the deslgn of this unique facility.
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Tell us what you think!

Your Perspective

Tell us what you think!
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Tony Tavares, mill"worker

No I don’t think it should be a
full-time position uniess they
combine another job with it such
as bylaw officer because there
are only fires and emergencies so
often.

Question of the week:

The municipality is reviewing the job of fire chief to determine whether or not the position
warrants a full-time employee. Do you think the job needs a full-time employee? Why or why not.

BT

Tom Kuzemczak, radio
technician

I think it should be a full-time
position because I want to know
that if my house catches on fire the
firefighters know their job and how
to do it and I think it’s the chief’s

responsibility to ensure that.

Sherry Bower, social worker
Yes I think we do need a full-
time fire chief. Because we have
volunteer firefighters we should
have a full-time chief to do the
organizing and oversee the affairs
of the fire department on an
ongoing and consistent basis.

The Shoux Lookout

Bullgtiq _'

Tom e

Dan Fraser, bartender
I don’t think Sioux Lookout

needs a full-time fire chief. Since
I moved back here a few years
ago I can only remember two or
three fires. There just aren’t that
many fires so I don’t think a full-
time chief is necessary.

Circvlation

4,411 copies
Published every Wednesday

Bearskin Lake
Big Trout Lake
Cat Lake
Deer Lake
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ntinued from page A1

[ am very disappoi
pointed at the com-
ts ﬂ’&hat were made by the mayor grr:ld '
‘1c dors,. he said, adding, “th}ey have
;%?cygg 1%1 %erpetuating' a negative
> of aborigi
ot iginal peoples among
ther recommendations j '
sint 3
E[t) repgrt call for: i
T e o
> ylaws be reviewed to limit loi-
?E_r htotIL)rs to be adjusted.
J10rts be made to increase Fip
: . St &
Eg;givement in solving problemsNa'
support of beautification n
(t)n Front Street. P s
epped up communit ici
¥ polic -
ind t;(l)iolt patrols in the alPea e
anwhile, Sioux Lookout provinei
: € provin
. hiwe mteql the “self-destructive%g
}.lf]:" sometimes witnessed on Front
j 011; an almost 20-per-cent jump in
imber o‘f liquor violations and dis-
?ﬁes officers responded to last year.
: s 4,483 calls police investigated
. ,668 related to liquor violations
? urbances, an increase of 431 vio.
! over the previous year. !
: (;onst. Bob .Neelin said alcohol:
1§ Increasing in Sioux Lookout.
_e;e Seems to be more people bent
-destructive behaviour . . | for lots
;phl({:qtted reasons,” he said
ink it is a communi ¥ 4
o unity problem,
le “proactive thin
; gs are bein
3y police and other social servicg'
S to try and curb such problems,
ysé?ld' the corner hasn’t been'

efully, we'll see changes in time,”

Report riles nativ

~ Proposal for homeless misunderstoo

BY BRYAN MEADOWS
NORTHWEST BUREAU

Nishnawbe-Aski Nation Chief
Stan Beardy has blasted Sioux
Lookout council over a proposal
to return aboriginal street people
to their home communities.

“(In most towns) marginalized
people, street people and people
£ with addictions or mental illness

.. are considered a community
% responsibility requiring social
. support systems.
| “However, in Sioux Lookout
% they are regarded as outsiders to
.

be gotten rid of,” Beardy said ina
news release.

Beardy was taking aim at town
councillors who commented on
the report Front Street Improve-
ment Project. .

Authored by a citizens com-
mittee, the report makes recom-
‘mendations to prevent drunken-
ness and loitering on the town’s
main street. ;

Mayor John McDonald said
Beardy has misunderstood the
intent of a recommendation

NAN Chief Stan Beardy

about helping someone in trouble
return home.

“Something was missed by the
media in reporting (the recom-
mendation),” McDonald said.

He said a decision to help a

~ leadr

d, mayor says

person return home would be “a
mutually agreed upon arrange-

- ment with (their respective) First

Nation leaders. -
“We're not about to force any-
one . . . (or) give them a ticket

home,” he said.

“But if they are out of money
and, or in trouble, we want to
help. . . . We have seen some awful
situations.” &

While Beardy said the recom-
mendation targets aboriginal
people, McDonald said that is not
its intent.

“Tt is not restricted to First Na-
tions people . . . we want to help
anyone in trouble,” he said.

He said something has to be
done about a serious problem
with alcoholism and loitering in.
the downtown.

Instead of shipping First Na-
tion people back home,” Beardy
said, the focus should be on
poverty, homelessness, addiction
and social dislocation.
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NOM.1 delege*es havc
plenty of issues to discuss

BY BRYAN MEADOWS
NORTHWEST BUREAU

It appears not enough has been said
about provineial downloading. The topic
will be front and centre at the 55th annu-
al Northwestern Ontario Municipal As-
sociation meeting in Fort Frances.

Fort Frances Mayor Glenn Wither-
spoon said there should be some lively
debate on the issues facing area munici-
palities.

“T think there will be a lot of conversa-
tion about taxes, Bill 140 and reassess-
ment,” especially among leaders whose
municipalities lost several thousands of
dollars of property assessment and rev-
enue due to provincial government ini-
tiatives, Witherspoon said.

More than 200 municipal delegates are
expected to attend the three-day confer-
ence which begins Thursday at the La
Place RendezVous motel.

Thursday sessions on Bill 140 and per-
formance measurement for municipali-
ties are expected to be well-attended.

‘ Witherspoon

said performance

o cke

interes delééates dué

measurement w.

to new government rules about account- |

ability:

On Friday, former AMO president
Michael Power will deliver a speech on
the meeting’s theme, Governing in the
Fast Lane.

Following Power’s address, Confedera-
tion College president Pat Lang will dis-
cuss the college “as a community capaci-
ty builder” and David Eryou of Eryou
Barristers will talk about the political |
risks of not managing risk.

Delegates will get a chance to grill
Northern Development and Mines Min-

ister Dan Newman, Health Ministry |

Tony Clement and other ministry repre-
sentatives at an afternoon session.

Saturday sessions will focus on agri-

culture, the 807 Northwest Network and
how to craft a Heritage Fund proposal.
MLAs and MPs will address delegates
on their priorities for 2001.
The meeting wraps up with NOMA
busmess and election of the executive.
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