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Regular registered nurses can't diag-
nose unless supervised by a doctor. To
become a nurse practitioner, a registered
nurse must have three to five years of ex-
perience and complete 12 months of aca-
demic and clinical training, Ree said.

Lorne McDougall, director of LU’s
school of nursing, said the funding will

allow nurse practitioners to expand their

education. New courses in communi-
ty mental health, emergency nursing,
women’s health, gerontology and
cancer care will be offered
through distance education,
McDougall said.

He said he didn’t know when the
courses would be available because a pi-
lot program has to be developed and eval-
uated. About 12 nurse practitioners have
graduated from LU since 1994.

Ree said eight of 10 nurse practitioner
positions in Thunder Bay are filled.
Atikokan’s hospital, a Kenora nursing
home, the Thunder Bay District Health
Unit and the Northwestern Health Unit
all have nurse practitioner openings, Ree
said.
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Health units need more: Hampton

BY BRYAN MEADOWS
NORTHWEST BUREAU

NDP Leader Howard Hampton
has called on the provineial gov-
ernment to increase funding to
public health units.

“Public health units have been
mandated to deliver new respon-
sibilities . . . but the government
has not provided the funding nec-
essary for them to fulfill their re-
sponsibilities,” Hampton states
in a letter to Health Minister
Tony Clement,

Citing a budget crunch, Hamp-
ton said the Northwestern Health
Unit has been forced to cut a
speech therapy program for
adults it has provided for years:
and it will no longer be responsi-
ble for administrating two nurs-
ing stations in Minaki and Sioux
Narrows. :

“They estimate they need an-

other $1.2 million to come close to
delivering the serviees that the
Ontario government has mandat-
ed the health unit to deliver,” he
said.

“We cannot afford to haye any
more health services limited or
cut,” he said, declaring that “we
need a strong public health unit
to prevent ailment and allevidte
problems that we face with health
care in this part of the province.”

Also, Hampton noted that cash-
strapped municipalities cannot
afford to pay more for public
health.

The province currently pays
about 75 per cent of the health
unit’s $7.5-million budget with
the remainder paid by municipal-
ities in an area stretching from
Ignace to the Manitoba border,

The health unit increased the
per-capita fee for the region’s 19
municipalities to $34.30, from $33,

last month.

Medical officer of health Pete
Sarsfield said earlier that the
health unit “is falling backwards
in all aspects of our work” due to
alack of provincial funding.

“If the province doesn’t pay for
the programs, don’t pretend it’s
going to happen,” Sarsfield wrote
in a letter to Ontario’s chief med-
ical officer of health,

The Northwestern Health Unit
has the largest geographical area
in the province.

Hampton noted that the health
unit is responsible for an area the
size of Great Britain yet the gov-
ernment doesn't recognize that in
its funding model. ) |

The health unit provides a va-
riety of services including water
quality assurance, immuniza-
tion, dental clinics, public health
and illness prevention,
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Day care spots rare

Problems in Dryden, Sioux Lookout cited in report

BY BRYAN MEADOWS
NORTHWEST BUREAU

Day care spaces are at a premium in
Dryden and Sioux Lookout.

With waiting lists of more than 100
and 80 respectively, the communities’
children resource centres are stretched
to the limit.

While officials have termed it an “on-
going crisis” over the last couple of
years, the problem most recently came to
light in a review by the Kenora District
Services Board.

“There just isn’t enough spaces and
the province isn’t coming through with
the capital dollars to expand or build new
facilities,” KDSB administrator Sten Lif
said in an interview.

“This lack of space in a couple of com-
munities is something that has to be
dealt with if they want to attract new

(families) to their communities,” Lif"

said.

Dryden Mayor Sid Wintle said his city
council is looking at concerns identified
in the KDSB day-care review,

“One thing we may do is change the

hours of our day care to accommodate
more people,” he said, adding, “There
has been no talks of expansion yet.”

... the province isn’t
coming through with the
capital dollars to expand

or build new facilities.”

Sten Lif

Kenora District Services Board
administrator

Even with 100 clients on the waiting
list, Wintle said, the centre “is not full 100
per cent of the time.”

Lif said the communities would have
to apply to the province for funding for
any expansion of day-care centres.

“We just contract the service. . . . The
provincial money flows through the
board and we administrate the program

to ensure it meets provincial standards,”
he said.

The KDSB review found day-care facil-
ities in Kenora and Red Lake have an ad-
equate or surplus number of spaces to
serve clients.

The review said some municipalities,
which are subsidizing the full-day rate of
$32 for child care, may be on the hook for
maore costs in the future.

In Dryden, the city pays $7 per day for
children whose families are not eligible.
for a provineial child-care subsidy.

Lif said municipalities could be in for
more grief if they don’t increase their
rates.

The local subsidy for day care spaces,
“will fall increasingly on their taxpay-
ers,” he predicted.

The KDSB review also recommended
some efficiencies in day-to-day operation
of day-care centres to ensure better busi-
ness practices, and noted that in some
communities the facilities don’t meet
needs of clients who are on shift work. |

It’s difficult to accommodate shift
workers because the centres aren’t open
24 hours a day, Lif said.
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ryden taxes going up

MEADOWS
ST BUREAU

taxpayers will see municipal taxes
\imum of 2.25 per cent this year.
approved a $19-million budget last
ch increases capital spending by §3
or last year and maintains important
s,
r, council delayed implementation of
cent tax hike until more details are
bout the provincial government’s Bill
caps some tax rates, and other down-
sts.
are some concerns in the budget, pri-
th the loss of assessment from the
> industrial sector,” finance chairman
1 told council.
x rate bylaw will come later, once im-
- of Bill 140 and (other costs) are
e said.
wincial legislation, which caps indus-
commercial tax rates in Ontario mu-

nicipalities according to a provincial average, -

became law last week. :

City treasurer Paul Heayn told reporters that
the city has asked the Finance Ministry for ap-
proval to increase the tax rate on large industri-
al properties so that it can recoup what it lost in
reassessment.

The city faces a net reduction in revenue from
property taxes of almost $280,000 due to the re-
assessment of Weyerhaeuser’s pulp and paper
mill, which pays more than 50 per cent of Dry-
den’s municipal taxes.

Brown said other municipalities are experi-
encing the same “anomaly.”

“We hope the provincial government will ad-
dress the problem in the near future,” he said.

Brown said Dryden council will have to con-
sider other options should taxation and costs as-

sociated with this budget not apply.

“Those options include a reduction in expen-
ditures, increases in reyenue, draws from re-
serves, a different tax increase, or a combination
of all of the options,” he said.

With a one-per-cent tax hike representing
about $72,000 in revenue for the city, that could
mean an additional 3.9-per-cent hike in property
taxes for Dryden ratepayers.

Mayor Sid Wintle said that increasing rev-
enue through further taxation “is not something
council wants to do.”

The budget’s proposed 2.25-per-cent tax hike
will mean an average Dryden homeowner will
pay about $31 more in municipal taxes this year.

The 2001 budget lists $5.1 million in capital
spending, including $1 million for a new audito-
rium; $500,000 for renovations to the city’s hydro
and public safety building; and $200,000 for are-
na roof repairs. x

Last year, the city hiked taxes by 2.38 per cent
in its $14.9-million budget.

That hike was meant to cover a two-per cent
hike in municipal staff salaries, some debenture
costs and maintenance of existing programs
and services. 5

) few council

N MIEADOWS
=ST BUREAU

rances taxpayers have to wait until
day to see if a proposed two-per-cent
unicipal taxes will stand.

cil meeting Friday was supposed to de-
hat, but it was canceled due to a lack of
1 of councillors,

onths ago, council approved the tax in-
its 2001 budget, but has delayed imple-
n until the effect of the provin-
vernment’s Bill 140 was |

ad.

gislation, which caps industri-

ymmercial tax rates in Ontario

lities according to a provincial

became law last week.

‘rances Mayor Glenn Wither-

id yesterday council will decide

e

on the budget at its March 12 general meeting.

“We have some new numbers and new sce-
narios to figure out,” he said.

Town administrator Bill Naturkach said ear-
lier that the tax hike could be higher or lower,
depending on the impact of the bill.

Like many Northern Ontario communities,
Fort Frances has lost some of its tax base due to
reassessment.

lors show to consider tax hike

The municipality had to deal with about
$350,000 less in assessment from its large indus-
trial properties, including the Abitibi-Consoli-
dated mill. -

A tax hike this year would be the first in
three years for Fort Frances ratepayers, and on-
ly the second increase in nine years. ‘

Three years ago, council hiked taxes by al-
most six per cent to cover millions in deben-
tures for a new auditorium and second arena.
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irmed homeowneljs
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" under new provineial leglslatmn

That one-year period is expiring for many people in
the region, Dana Heinrich, acting program manager in
Thunder Bay, said.

The lien on the house stands, even if the welfare re-
cipient dies, Heinrich said.

The Armstrong man said he received a letter can-
celling his social assistance because he wouldn’t agree
to a lien.

A heavy equipment operator looking for work, the
man doesn’t feel he should have to pay back the
$14,000 he received in benefits last year,

- “I worked for years to finally build this house,
I'm on welfare because I'm stuck.”

- Welfare recipients who own their homes did-
n’t have to pay back assistance under the former
General Welfare Assistance program, replaced
by Ontario Works in April 1999,

The change makes it clear that social assis-
tance is a “last resort,” Heinrich said.

Those who own homes “don’t get assistance
free and clear.”

However, a spokesman for a non-profit advocacy
group for low-income earners said all social assistance
recipients should be treated the same,

“Sometimes if you do own a house you're going to
run into problems,” said Kari Ranta-Ojala, of Thunder
Bay Coalition Against Paverty (T-CAP).

Forcing those who sell their homes to pay back bene-
fits will prevent them from getting back on their feet,
which is the purpose of social assistance, he added.

“Especially in Armstrong. . . . He may not be able to
sell his house for a lot anyway: This is not helping him
to get ahead.”

‘Heinrich admitted Ontario Works has been advising
clients to go off welfare for a month to get around the 12-
month consecutive rule.

But, she added, changes are in the works to eliminate

the “loophole” and order repayment in cases of home.

sales where the owner has collected welfare for 7
months in the last five years. . o \

Homeowners who apply for social assistance must
agree to a lien before they are issued a cheque.

_/cz/z S
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icipal leaders welcome health unit review

DWS
EAU

arn Health Unit board
operational review of
unit.

1sive review is some-
eaders have called for
s of years, citing rising
ability:

o find out where they
ayor Sid Wintle said at
Monday:

Wintle said the review will help deter-
mine the mandate and efficiency of the
health unit in delivering programs and
Services.

Health unit board chairwoman Ingrid
Parkes could not be reached yesterday to
comment on the review.

Municipal leaders served by the
health unit say they are finding it in-
creasingly difficult to pay for the unit’s
increased level of service mandated by
the province. :

This year the 19 municipalities served

by the health unit will pay $34.30 per
capita. That’s $1.30 more than what they
paid last year.

Medical officer of health Dr. Pete Sars-
field had wanted a $38.14 per-capita levy,
but the board refused, questioning
whether area municipalities could afford
that. ;

Sarsfield, who has been criticized by
some municipal leaders for his financial
stance, maintains the levy increase ap-
proved isn’t enough to pay for all pro-
grams mandated by the province.

“T guess we'll get the rest of the fund-
ing from the province, the feds, or we just
won't do them,” Sarsfield said earlier.

He said he understands that munici-
palities have limited finaneial resources.

. “I understand where they’re coming
from.

“Unfortunately we are falling back-
wards in all aspects of our work , . . pri-
marily in the promotion of health,” he
said.

The province covers about 75 per cent

- of the health unit’s $7.5-million budget.

The remainder is paid by municipalities
in an area stretching from Ignace to the
Manitoba border. .

The operational review will look at the
health unit’s provincially mandated pro-
grams and funding sources, administra-
tion effectiveness and efficiency; and gov-
ernance.

Sarsfield said the health unit will use
reserve funds of $50,000 and will ask the
province for matching funding topar
the study.
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Be Canada pledges

From Bell Canada

Bell Canada announced it is
Jaunching the Bell Community
Development Fund to support eco-
nomic and social programs in com-
munities throughout Ontario.

The fund will award $1 million
over the next three years to pro-
jects that employ communications
technology to improve the eco-
nor . and social framework of
the.. ommuunity.

The new Bell Community
Development Fund will provide
technical collaboration and finan-
cial support to economic develop-
ment *~ijatives, as well as social
and ¢ 2 4unity development pro-
jects.

This new funding builds on the
three-year, $800,000 commit-
ment that Bell made with the Bell
Canada Economic Development
Fund from 1998 to 2000.

“This new fund gives Bell an
opportunity to provide support to
both economic and social projects

throughout the province, said
Terry Mosey, President, Bell
Ontario.

“\Ve believe that by helping
communities take their communi-
cations technology to the mnext
level, we will help them to grow
and prosper.” :

“The Bell Community Develop-
ment Fund is a great way for us to
demonstrate our strengthened and
continuing commitment to On-

f Stratton took  han, ana IYIUCIE jass.

AV mamw e

L

¢$1 million for community projects

tario,” added Mosey.

“Over the past three years, we've
worked in partership with Bell to
support the highly successful Bell
Canada Economic Development
Fund,” said Alex McLeod,
President of the Economic
Development Council of Ontario.

“This fund has given many com-

munity groups the opportunity t0
create or expand projects that use
telecommunications to generate
employment, create we th, and
promote economic growth.
" “Based on the success of these
projects were excited to be work-
g with Bell once again to provide
further support to Ontario commu-
nities through the Bell Community
Development Fund.”
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‘ Pickle
Lake

ﬁs By Graeme Mackechnie

ICKLE LAKE,
population under
500, number of

lockups last year: 2762 and
Sioux Lookout thinks they
need a Substance Abuse
Centre. Last weeks trag-
edy, Judy Masakeyash’s
death from exposure only
emphasizes this need. It is
time for the Councils from
Mishkeegogamang and
Pickle Lake to come to-
gether and act to combat
this situation; perhaps a
united front can lobby the
government more effec-
tively. It makes one think
of what the social impacts
of all weather roads to the
isolated northern commu-
nities will be.

Speaking of roads, the
Werner Lake road exten-
sion which will link Red
Lake to Manitoba was in
the paper again. I cannot
seeany Ontario municipali-
ties benefiting. Red Lake
may become a gas and
sandwich stop for people
driving in from the north.
Kenora and Dryden will

PR e P Sy e B et

March 1 half load time
already. 1 always equate
half loads with melt down
and Spring. I can’tsee any-
thing spring-like about our
weather yet but I certainly
do appreciate the longer
light hours.

Barbara Savage from

PACE is in town to have a

joint meeting with the Eco-
nomic Development Coun-
cil and the Municipal Coun-
cil. The group will be re-
viewing the EDC mandate
with the view of making
the committee a little more
active and proactive I hope.

I could not believe the
generosity of ourlocal spon-
sors who donated to our
Pickle Lake Bonspiels. I
helped Lucy Hoffman set
out the prizes for the Kids
Bonspiel. They were ex-
travagant to say the least -
prizes for all winners of the
Annual Kids Bonspiel.

“A” Event: Brian
Johnson, Norma Byrne,
Gregory Pickett, Lizabelle
Kwandibens.

“B”Event: Robyn Makela,

Rav Haoffman  Tavalaing
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for ratepayers

BY JULIO GOMES
THE CHRONICLE-JOU

RNAL

They looked under every rock, they
scoured through every bush.

In the end, city councillors were able
to not only cushion the blow of a hefty
tax increase for Thunder Bay homeown-
ers, but they even reduced the impact of
the “automatic” hospital-related pay-

ment.

At last night's special committee of

the whole meeting,

councillors waded

through a $258-million municipal budget
that sees a topal tax increase this year of

only two per cent.

Originally, administration’s proposal
would have seen an increase of more
than six per cent for residential and
farmland property OWners.

The net cost of all these items to the
municipality — which includes every-
thing from tourism initiatives to salaries
and benefits for staff — clocks in at
$144.8 million. But by finding new
sources of revenue, councillors were
able to both pay for some new services
and keep the municipal tax levy at last
year’s level of about $95.9 million.

The operating budget process also in-
cluded approval of telephone expendi-

tures of $47.5 million

and $8.9 million for

waterworks operations.

This is the first tax rate increase in
the past few years and since 1995 the tax
rate has risen only 1.2 per cent. ;

The ability of council to hold the tax
increase to about two per cent this year

is due to two factors:

better than expect-

ed financial returns; and the desire to

tap deep into reserve
The sitnation was

funds.
helped by a savings

of $500,000 in debt charges being ear-
marked for this year’s operations. Plus,
there was an additional $100,000 left over
from 2000 operations, bringing the prior
year’s surplus to $1.3 million.
Councillors also decided to take $1

‘million from the land development ac-

count, increase the dividend from Thun-
der Bay Telephone to $10.042 million and
charge Thunder Bay Hydro interest on
its debt, which will generate $900,000 in
earnings.

The decision by council to give
$150,000 to Shelter House, reinstate holi-
day bus service (ata net cost of $106,100)
and maintain the bus routes in North
and South Neebing (net cost $142 ,400)
meant another $400,000 was added to the
budget.

The net effect not only keeps the gen-
eral municipal tax rate unchanged, but,
the extra funds cut into the cost of pay-
ing off the $95-million contribution to
the new hospital. The first installment
this year totals $3.47 million. i

«Bottom line,” city manager Brian
MacRae said, is that these moves mean
the city is at “the point where there is a
two-per-cent tax increase, including fi-
nancing for the contribution to the hos-.

In other developments yesterday:

.Councillors decided to withhold
$200,000 of the $600,000 requested by the
Thunder Bay Community Auditorium.
The money will be held in escrow pend-
ing a review by the city manager.

Coun., Orville Santa said he wanted to
see that local taxpayers get good value
for their money” while encouraging the
Auditorium board to find ways to be
“healthy and viable.”
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Count starts May 1

400 to be hired in NWO for census

iy

BY DAVE LAMMERS
THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL

One of the oldest ways of collecting
information, a census, goes out this May
to every household across Canada.

Statistics Canada said Thursday more
than 400 people will be hired in the
Northwest to conduct the census in the
region.

A census is held every five years in
Canada, with a longer census held on
years ending with a one — such as 2001.

However, census takers in most house-

holds — every four out of five— will only
be asked their name, sex, date of birth,
marital or common law status and
relationship in the household, for ex
ample, husband or wife. The census
also asks people to state their “moth
er tongue,” or the first language
they learned.
_ Those who receive the long
census, determined arbitrarily, will be
asked to answer 59 questions, including
their religion, level of education and oc-
cupation.

That census takes about 20 minutes to
fill out, Statistics Canada spokeswoman
Sandra Ramsbottom said.

“It's fairly straight forward,” Rams-
bottom said.

Information gathered is made public
and available to “anyone who can use the
Internet,” she said. She added confiden-
tiality is guaranteed.

statcan.¢a

“Everything but peoples’ names is put
on a data base. We destroy the names.”

Information is used to determine
transfer payments between govern-
ments, Ramsbottom said. Funding for
health care and housing is also deter-
mined by the census. Businesses rely
heavily on census figures, she added.

Census Day is officially May 15, but
copies of the census will be mailed out
beginning May 1 and people are encour-
aged to fill it out early.

Those who refuse to fill out a census
are subject to a fine of $500 or three
months in jail. A total of 85 per cent of
forms sent out are returned.

The first census was held to count
# colonies before Canada existed, in
- 1666. The first Canadian census was
‘conducted in 1871.

Thunder Bay’s population in
the 1996 census was 125,562. The
average value of an owned dwelling in
the city was $135,000 — compared to the
provincial average of $177,000.

Dryden’s population in 1996 was 6,711
and the population of Marathon was
4,791.

The 2001 census is expected to cost
$375 million.

The census will create 45,000 tempo-
rary jobs, including 225 in Thunder Bay
and area, and a total of 420 across the
Northwest. Statistics Canada is current-
ly hiring and asks that resumes be faxed
to 807-623-1094.
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ncillors do their part to keep tax hike in check

n page Al

ity also has to start pay-
lion contribution to the
at payment totals $3.47
some from local proper-

1istration had proposed
rease of $4.55 million, of
lon would support mu-
S.

But through some good financial luck
and the desire of councillors to use other
sources of cash, the budget only calls for
an additional $1.85 million to be raised
this year.

Based on the full service municipal
tax rate, that works out to a two-per-cent
increase. s

The difficulty relates to efforts by the
provincial government to keep a lid on

~ business taxes.

The city is hoping the hospital deben-
ture repayment can also be collected
from the commercial, industrial and
multi-residential sectors.

A request was made to the Ministry of
Finance, but the city has yet to receive a
reply. -

If the government doesn’t agree with
this course of action, then the entire
$3.47 million will have to come from the

_ residential, farmland, managed forest

and pipeline property classes (which
make up about three-quarters of all prop-
erties). ;

The other issue relates to the hard cap
provision of Bill 140. The regulations for
this act, which continues to shield the
business classes from tax increases, have
not been distributed to municipalities,
which will use them to determine tax pol-
icy and how the tax burden should be
shared.

Of particular concern is how the regu-
lations will impact on Thunder Bay,
which has seen a substantial decrease in
the taxation base as a result of province-
wide reassessment last year.

Once all the information is available
and council sets out the tax ratios, the
2001 bills can be prepared.

It’s at that time that property owners
will find out exactly how much they owe'
in taxes this year. :



City tax -~
picture

not quite -

clear yet -

BY JULIO GOMES
THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL

Thundei": Bay homeowners
who may be-breathing-a sigh of-

relief that the municipal tax levy
is only going up two per cent may
want to hold off on the celebra-
tions.

While it’s correct to say the
amount to be raised from local
ratepayers is about two per cent
more than was raised in 2000, it’s
far from certain who will end up
paying how much this year.

“There are all of these un-
knowns,” Carol Busch, the city’s
general manager of finance, said
of the murky picture.

The complex, ever-evolving
process of crafting an operating
budget concluded early Friday
morning after a six-hour meeting

of city council and senior man-

agers.
That session followed budget
deliberations on Feb. 21 and 22.
When it was all said and done,
councillors approved a budget

that calls for more than $258 mi '\Q
lion in gross expenditures. The
net cost to the municipality —

the amount the city has to find >~

fundsfor — worksout to ]ust over
$144 million.

The three major sources of
funding are provincial grants
($21.7 million), other revenues

_ (which accounts for $14.5 million)

and local tax payments ($104.6
million).

The other sources of revenue
include payments from the casi-
no ($1.5 million), penalties and
interest on taxes ($1.7 million),
telephone department dividend
($10.04 million) and contribu-
tions from the land development
account ($1.45 million).

There are a myriad of sources
under the category of taxation.

Railway companies pay for
rights of way, and there are pay-
ments in lieu of taxes ($6.8 mil-
lion), but the biggest amount
comes through municipal taxes.

« Continued on page A3

It will cost you more to
golf, dump your junk

THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL

While Thunder Bay property
owners may be pleased with a
modest tax hike, local residents
didn’t get off too easily when
council approved a $258-million
operating budget Thursday.

Along with a modest hike in
the municipal tax levy, council-
lors also OK'd increases to a vari-
ety of user fees.

They are:

« The cost of riding a bus will
go up May 1. Except for the $2
cash fares and the $180 semester
pass for college and university
students, all other discounted
passes will increase by $2.

- Tipping fees at the John
Street landfill go up 10 per cent in
July, bringing the cost per tonne
10 $30.25.

« The cost of getting criminal
record searches done by police
will bring in $37,200 in revenue fo
the force.

.« The community recreation di-
vision will increase fees for ad-
mission, memberships and in-
structional programs, which will
bring in an extra $8,400.

« Fees to the Canada Games
Complex will increase five per
cent; adult and minor hockey
leagues will see ice rental costs
rise $1.

As well, green fees at golf
courses will jump by $3 for a
round of 18 holes while an adult
triple season pass will now cost
$686.

Boaters using the marina will
see full service dock fees increase
by $1 per foot of . boat.

- The parks division has in-
creased fees at cemeteries by
three per cent. :

Adult rental fees for sports
fields and outdoor ice surfaces
will also go up three per cent.

In all, these increases will
bring in an extra $593,000 to the
city this year. LA




por € orts,
security
under fire

IEADOWS
'BUREAU

ipality of Owen Sound has
1 city council for support of
ecting the provincial gov-
ay for prisoner escorts and
V.
he cost is a considerable
transport prisoners from
yden court,” Dryden Mayor
1d council yesterday, before
he motion to the Dryden Po-
Board for consideration.
rom Owen Sound council
osts for prisoner transport
urity should be the sole re-
of the province.
ywnloaded responsibilities
uge, added financial burden
lities (which have a police
art facilities) and their tax-
etter states.
d council wants input from
ard before deciding whether
e motion.
be a given.
| has said that moving peo-
forth from Kenora District
- appearances in Dryden is a
ost for the Dryden Police

tting stung on overtime,”
nan Bob Gould said earlier.
rimarily) becoming a taxi
and forth from Kenora,” he
three-month period last !
soner escorts meant $10,000 |
icer overtime compared to 1

lice share duties for prison- !
with the Dryden OPP de- .
d must provide an officer in |
t for security.
d there are additional costs !
d tear” on a police van.
le, local police are hoping
mands take the place of the
i rides from Kenora. |
en told it's coming but when |
ion),” Deputy Chief Shayne-!
P NLEA

10/0K M| - 2PN )



53 "SURIGOUIBUL
[e331p pue  ASo[oipesarsy
‘Gurueeuos [eUIlRI SB [Ons
$891A19S Suldewr orjsouserp
J03 suorjeoridde dofeasp
1 998 0] adoy 0S[B sIBUUBR[J
‘wersdolg Sururer], sjusp
189 [BOIPOJl puR SUSPTYS
(6UOISSITOL] UJ[eal [einy
oY) toddns o3 pojoadxa
08[e SI JIoM1aN HIMON

‘suorjezIuegIo pue sdnoisd £
-lunwwod 10y sururrersord
[euOIjEONPa puUE SIaprAoLd
911 [[)]eaY 0] SOIIIAIOR UOL)
-BONPS SouRISIP ‘sar[erads
[BJIPOUWL STOJOWNU Ul SUOT)
-B)[NSU0d SUIPN[OUL ‘SHIIAIIS

[BOIPSUL 0] SS000B [JIM SOT)IU
-NIUIUI0) OLIBJU() 8j0WIAL PUR
[eana spraoad 0} pausSisep St
‘0JUOIO], UL dIJUS)) SeoUsINg
[I[e9H 2d9[[0)) S,UsUWIOp pue
Jyoorqduung ysnoIyy patel
-SIUIwpe  ‘JIoM)au ay,
'SUOT)RZIU
-B310 [BUOIJBINDS PUR S)UoUI
-}iedop JUAWIWIOAOS [BID
-urA0xd pue [euopaj srosuods
ajerodiod ferqunjoy) ysyLIg

puE BQOJIUBJN Ul SWBIS
-oxd  yjpeayepe) ‘orreju()
ur  swerSoxd  yoressald

?.mm fewads ‘eaed jusnyed
FI UBYJ] OI0W :S9l}IUNUL
-WI0) SUOIJBN ISIIJ DATJ Soa)

-U2d yj[eey pue s[edsoy (%
:surpnput sieujred (), ueyy
9I0UI SOPN[IUL SIB9A 0M)
IXaU 9Y) J9A0 pajustIR[dL
g [[14 yoryas goaford oy,
"9)1S U0 2I9Mm
9Us 10 9y JI se Juenied e aul
-UWBX? 0] S9N JUR)SIP UL S[B
-uoIssajoId MO[[e 0] Seloure)d
uorjeulwexe Juanged pue
sodoosoyjegs [eIdp se yans
SJUSWITLIJSUL [BIIpOW puUeR
sorgo[ouype) SuUULISFU0D
-09PIA SOSTI DUIIPAWIS[D,
‘aqrssod serunwuIod

SUOIJBN 7SI JO JoquInu
€ 0} SUINIPaWS[@) JO AISALRP
oyewW puB SAIJIAIOE UOL]
“Bonpe Uj[eay IoJjo ‘SoIjBId
-ads [eorpow (g uey) AI0WX
07 89208 90UBJSIP SMO[[B 991A
-19s SurdoeAsp Ameu ay,
‘Peppe oy ‘queurdoosap
sTeydsoy oy ur je Sunjoor
U99( 9A9M SIULY) adr s8],
JO IO JIom 0} 9IS B pue
juoudinbe oy peau ap,,
‘sogde)s quaur
-doeasp ALres ayj ur [ms
ST SIBAA [BIOASS JOJ POSSND

-SIp Ue9q sey yorgm joaf
-0ad oy} pessal)s ausly
‘pres oy Kjrenjoe
sMmau - gunnxe 9ymb sIf,
‘sjusurdoresap
95913 Jo p.aed aq [[m [ejidsoy
[B90] 9U) pessaI)s aJjus))
yjeey [euordey uepAi(]
I0J JOOUJ() OAIJRIISIUIWPY
Py ‘eusg  marpuy
"B[B[IBAR dIB SOOIALDS
UI[BOUQ[0] 9I9UM SO)IS JO 19
-wnu oy} Sursessour aseyd
puodses s91 ojur sAoul 03 o9l
-0ad 93 smo[[e Aouow sy,

SE0MPN (HLION)
U3[eSH] SUOHBOIUNUITIONE (3],

9J0UWOY OLIBIU() WISYJLON
9U} Ul UOIIUI G'8$ JSoAUl
' Yyesl Jo Auswipy [e
~19pa} 8y} Jey) Aeq Jepunyy,
ur  Aepiejsed pasunouur
OLIBIU() WIdYLION JI0J 19}
“SIUTWL pUE JJA 19ARY Aurey
BIOUSY ‘YMBN JI0qOY
"9SNed 91} 0} UOI|
[l Q¢ pesperd juouILLd
-A03 [B19PY] B[} UsyMm ABpIa)
-so4 3s00q S1q ® 103 oLrejuU()
WISYLION Ul QUIDIPOWAa],

oLIelUQ 1samyliou 0} Buiwod auldipawiala]

Aired 9 yseo

6008-€c¢

JSONIAYS R S0INHIS 1538 SHL

STINVITddY 8 JHALINGT
INsSIHHANa

AL 0219]S
S, /2

—2Z unuez

1002 ‘02 HOHVIN ‘AvAS3NL— OIHVLNO ‘NIAAHA ‘9E ON JeaA €01

101350 ) WpRag 3

JuQ ‘usphiq Je pled abeysog

‘E1820 'ON Uonensibal lew SSES puodag

1A 00°06$ 'S'N (LSD apnjoul saoud (jB)

epeue) “IA 00'ceS |iew Aq (Adoo B 0o’ L§

‘Siepesal 000 Sz uey) aioul
Buinies 1aded uoneinaio ped v




Council to look at budget again before ratification

» Continued from page A1

According to the Municipal Tax Sales
Act, the city can now register a tax ar-
rears certificate against such a property.

If  ncellation price is not paid be-
fore tue redemption date — one year
from the date of registration — the prop-
erty may be advertised for sale.

In all, a tax certificate will be regis-
tered against 184 properties that have
1998 balances of more than $100. These
accounts represent $3.14 million in un-
baid taxes —or 2.1 per cent of the entire
1998 tax levy.

In other mat-
ters today:

+ Administra-

tion is recommending a process that will
see councillors involved in matters re-
lated to Freedom of Information re-
quests. :

The new procedure would see denials
or severance of information under the
Municipal Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act come to coun-
cil, along with a summary from the city
clerk of the recommendation.

This procedure will be used for the
next six months and a report will be pre-
pared showing the volume of records
and the related costs.

In 1999, 104 requests were made under
the MFIPPA legislation. i

* The Thunder Bay District Health
Unit wants to give councillors some food
for thought — a light snack, that is.

As part of Nutrition Month, the dieti-
tians of Canada are promoting healthy

eating habits and they have offered to

provide councillors with a small nutri-
tion break at a future meeting,

* Councillors are to ratify the minutes
of the March 12, 15 and 19 meetings.

. The March 15 session was the
marathon third round of budget deliber-
ations. But prior to ratification, council-
lors will have additional information to
consider. i
Administration will prepare a de-
tailed breakdown of expenditures relat-
ed to city council operations and the
mayor’s office (a combined $436,000). As
well, a line-by-line accounting of the
tourism division’s operating budget
($611,00 net cost) will be presented.
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Lake

/IN@§ By Graeme Mackechnie

PRING is here,
minus 18 this morn-
ing with a wind, but

it’s bound to warm up be-
cause summer is not far off.

Fred Koper tells me he’

knowsit’sspring as his shot-
gunshells are starting tosell
—timeis close for the spring
migratory bird hunt.

I heard that Ed Dupuis
wasfishing withagrappling
hook — trying to catch his

snow machine. Thanks to
Chinny’s help he was suc-
cessful and was able to fish
it out of the drink and actu-
ally drive it back to Pickle
Lake — guess who ran out
of gas. Jeremy Miller has
joined the honorary ranks of
the Polar Bear Club, first
mantogoswimmingin2001
— he was on Ed’s snow
machine when it sank.

I understand that there

are plans in the works to
have the Osnaburgh Clinic
manned on a 24-hour basis
—cost-wise I don’t know if
thatwould be practical but it
would be aboon to the com-
munity.

Pickle Lake isstill raising
money to buy an X-ray
machine. We also have to
investigate what courses an
operator would have to take
in order to use it. Our town
staff have been investigat-
ing different options and
costs but we still need your
donations. Linda Pickett’s
grandson Michelle broke his
leg sliding — that or even a
suspicion of a break entails

a trip out to Sioux Lookout
for an X-ray.

" lcome to new Pickle
Lake residents Dave and
Eadie Simpson. Dave is
working for Wasaya and
Eadie is our new kindergar-
ten teacher. Some come
and some go; Nicol=
Etheringtonisslatedtomo
—we’re losing our Bearskin
agent to Sioux.

Bradley Brothers has ¢

——

near Pickle Lake — I saw
their grocery order and it
was substantial to say the
least.

Debbie Hill hoe =2y
been wul p’?bofreader but

justincase I'llremind herto
dot her I’s and cross her

crosses. Her KDSB report i

will beawelcomediversion G

for Mayor and Council. {
‘Speaking of Council, it’s T

budget time and our town o=
council has been meeting to.
combat rising costs, espe-
cially with water and sewer
— changes influenced by
Walkerton havedrivencos™ |
up. Councilsinallcommu:.
ties have no choice but to
comply withnew regulations.
If we get another week
outofour winterroadsI’llbe
“surprised — they were al-
ready closed down to trans-.
port traffic for a few days
but with the cold weather
they have firmed up again.
Dontells methat Pickle Lake
Autohasbeeninstallingtruck
springs by the palletload—a
sign of rough roads.

Is there really a Matthew
Haw or does he exist only
on weekends? Matthew,
makeyourpresenccknqun!
I know there’sajobwaiting
out there for you, perh?
The Kids Fun Night is .-
wayslookingforvoluntee.rs_!

Our ambulance service
has been busy lately. There
seems to be a lot of calls —
what is up? Must be our
aging population. Speaking

of aging population, Dave

Seaton and Sheila have en-
8 A U e W e A T s b fP{‘_h-
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another drill camp set up e



BY BRYAN MEADOWS
NORTHWEST BUREAU

Regional Fire Centre managers in
Dryden are keeping their fingers
crossed.

The 2001 fire season begins Sunday
and if it’s anything like last year, there
may be some celebrating.

“At this point it’s looking good,” fire
information officer Deb McLean said
yesterday. _

“The amount of snow on the ground is
above average in most areas compared to
the last four years,” she said, noting that
“it’s looking like there will be no early
fires this spring,”

“Last year was a washout,” McLean

said, of the cool, wet weather that kept
the fire season under control,

In fact, it was one of the quietest fire
seasons on record with only 241 fires
recorded in the Northwest fire region; an
area stretching from about Marathon to
the Manitoba border,

A total of 5,327 hectares of forest was
blackened in 2000, compared to 263,917
hectares by 491 fires the previous year.

The ministry didn’t have any large
northern fires in 2000, no evacuation of
communities and only one small high-
way closure near Vermilion Bay when a
fire jumped the Trans-Canada Highway:

Of the 241 fires, more than half were
human caused, while the remainder
were ignited by lightning. -

: i = , | Ay 7.
’Fmgers crosse4 as fire seasor dawns

On average the Northwest region of
the province records about 700 fires an-
nually: y

Ontario received more than $9 million
back from the U.S. Forestry Service for
six weeks of firefighting work by Ontario
CIrews. . :

“It was money already paid to our peo-
ple,” fire information officer {
Thomas said, adding that the provi..e
sent 725 firefighters and equipment to
Montana and Manitoba to help fight fires
there. :

Thomas said the ministry budgets
about $28 million a year “tomeet a gener-
al level of fire preparedness, plus anoth-
er $18 million for extra firefighting
costs.” s
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