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Aeaty lineup
waits KDMA
elegates

 BRYAN MEADOWS
)RTHWEST BUREAU

It's a diamond jubilee of sorts.

More than 75 delegates are heading o
nora to discuss municipal matters at
e 60th annual Kenora District Munici-
1 Association meeting.

KDMA president Ingrid Parkes said
me interesting sessions and debate are
pected Friday and Saturday at the Best
estern Lakeside Inn. ‘

Topics include the benefits and draw-
cks of district and area services
yards; recycling in the Northwest; and
report on the Kenora District Services
oard.

Delegates will debate the issues witha
anel made up of Indian Affairs Minis-
s+ Bob Nault (L-Kenora-Rainy River),
rovincial NDP Leader Howard Hamp-
on (Kenora-Rainy River) and possibly
Jorthern Affairs Minister Tim Hudak.

On Saturday delegates will focus on
.ealth issues including the shortage of
\ealth-care professionals in the North.

The meeting wraps up with KDMA
jusiness and election of the executive.
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t by an Ottawa-area hospital
rthwestern Ontario doctors
year to be having much of an

ody is facing the same situa-
‘body’s competing for a short
) supply,” Todd Stepaniuk,
nistrator at Perth and Smiths
ict Hospital, said.

uk placed an ad in The Chroni-
1 and other newspapers in an
find two doctors for his hospi-
hs Falls, 75 kilometres south of

offers physicians more than
1 salary, a sighing bonus, and
or a year at an office across the
n the hospital.

spaniuk said he’s had no in-
-om doctors in Northwestern
vhich is plagued by a physician
of its own. ‘
‘hile, recruiters in Thunder
saw the Smiths Falls ad say
ation packages offered in the
» in the ball park.
k we're competitive, but some

communities throw in extra things,” said
Joanne Lacourciere, community devel-
opment officer with Health' Sciences
North. 3

Lacourciere said there wouldn't be
any Thunder Bay clinics offering free of-
fice space, but some rural ones might.

She said a doctor working on a fee-for-
service basis in Smiths Falls would have
to work just as hard as a Thunder Bay
physician to earn $300,000 a year.

Stepaniuk said he wasn't trying to
steal doctors from the North, adding
there are shortages in other provinces
like Manitoba and Saskatchewan.

According to statistics compiled by
Lacourciere’s office, the City of Thunder
Bay is short 21 doctors, and the rest of
Northwestern Ontario is down by 23.

Mark Balcaen, executive director of
Kenora’s Lake Of The Woods District
Hospital, said he wasn’t worried by the
Smiths Falls ad.

Balcaen said most doctors relocate be-
cause they have a family or work-related
connection there. :

Ads, cold calls and high-price head
hunting firms rarely work when it comes
to recruiting physicians, said Balcaen,
who has tried all three.
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fight for a Northern med-
1001 i8 going to the highest
| the Health ministry.

or Ken Boshcoff and the
s of four other Northern
mities will get a chance to
their case before Health
er Elizabeth Witmer.

y got that assurance yester-
ym Minister of Northern
pment and Mines Tim Hu-
ho met the mayors and oth-
nicipal officials in Tim-

heoff and the mayors of

te, Marie, Sudbury, North

d Timmins and mayors of

smaller Northern Ontario

ipalities urged Hudak to
 influence in the cabinet in

g for a medical school.
school would have cam-

it Lakehead University and

ry’s Laurentian University.

Hudak made no promises

han to arrange a meeting
a few weeks with Witmer.

- confirmed in his (Hu-
mind how unified the
is behind the medical

" Boshcoff said from Tim-

“The weight of the argument
is growing substantially that this /
is the only viable solution;” Bosh- .
coff added. ¢ iLS

He said he can’t recall when so \6-
many people have been behindan _—
issue in Northern Ontario.

“If we don’t present a solid
case, the government will follow
the path of the least resistance,”

‘Boshcoff said.

“There is strength in numbers
and we're speaking with a united
voice.

“From Kenora to Temiskam-
ing everyone is lined up behind
the medical school,” he said.

“We have to keep pushing on
this.”

Witmer apparently still hasm’t
received a copy of the George Re-
port, an expert panel’s study of
Northern health issues including
doctor shortages and a Northern
medical school.

A leak of the report suggested
Lakehead and Laurentian will
have a satellite medical school
that will be operated by McMas-
ter University and Ottawa.

The Northern mayors are op-
posed to anything but a full-
fledged, degree-granting medical
school located in Northern On-
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ming down to crunch time for
ouncil.
reasurer Paul Heayn said yester-
council will receive a first draft
01 budget this weekend.
e trying to hold the line . .. try-
nd some economies of scale and
ivity” within all departments,
aid of the budgeting process.
oted that “there’s (definitely) no
ant spending increases this year.”
m declined to say if ratepayers
ace a tax increase.
year the city hiked taxes by 2.38
t, citing a two per cent hike in mu-
| staff salaries, some debenture
:nd maintenance of current pro-
and services.
999, taxes were increased by 1.9 per
Jowever, ratepayers saw a slight re-
1 in their taxes due toa 10 per cent
n school property taxes.
/den council will review the 2001
t at a committee of the whole
1 Feb. 19.

dget approval could come as early

wreh 5, Heayn said.

ere could be some interesting de-
look for additional ratepayers.

1s council has to

e from other sources, reduce ex-
itures, or raise taxes due to a re-
ssment of Weyerhaeuser’s pulp and

r mill.

meet-

works

$266,000 in 2001 because the mill’s proper-
ty assessment has been lowered Dby
$430,000.

Assessment hikes in pipeline and resi-
dential properties are responsible for off-
setting the mill’s reduction, Heayn said.

Weyerhaeuser’s mill pays about 52 per
cent of Dryden’s municipal taxes. That's
more than $3 million annually according
to the city’s 2000 budget document.

Heayn noted that Dryden is not alone
in its assessment problems. |

Almost every one-industry town is n |
the same boat, he said, noting that the
city has advised the ministries of Munic- |
illpal Affairs and Finance about the prob-
em.

“We hope they can give us the tools s0
that there’s no decrease (in tax rev-
enue),” Heayn said.

«[f they allow us to readjust our tax
ratios for large industrial . . . and bill the
mill the same as last year” there won'tbe
a problem, he said.

If not, Heayn said the drop in tax rev-
enue will have to be raised from other
sources.

With a one-per-cent tax hike repre-
senting about $65,000 in revenue for the
city, it could mean a three to four per cent
increase in property taxes for Dryden

Heayn has stressed that raising taxes
is only one option open to city council.

Finding other revenue sources or re-
ducing expenditures are two others, he

1e city faces a net reduction in rev-  gaid.
, from property taxes of about



tis Aboriginal Associa- OMAA '....d DNFC will
n (OMAA), and the Dry- be active tners in the
n Native Friendship delivery o1 the program.
atre (DNFC). Fundingis Dryden hospitai will act as
ng requested under a host agency and manager of
igram called MOAUIPP  program funds. The dia-

atis, Off-reserve Aborigi- betes centre will contribute

- and Urban Unit Pre- office space, equipment,
ition and Promotion). resource materials, profes-

diabetes centre coordi- sional services and exper- -

or Alison Dove says the - tise.

posal, called “The Heal- . The goal is to increase N el
with diabetes to act as lead- .

Trail: A Passageway to awareness about the seri-
‘betes Prevention and ousness of diabetes at the
ttrol,” will benefit all community level and the
olved. “We'll have the importance of prevention
ortunity to work togeth- ‘and control.'An urban abo-
‘ather than in competi- riginal and Metis diabetes
Jshesaid, education program will be
: established, community-
based health workers and
volunteers = educated, in
order to develop support
: A " mechanisms to provide
B long-term care in their com-
X munities, U
Among the proposed pro-
“jects: _
* Develop curriculum to.

ilth.Cé‘n.tre

1dcumml_:mitycare . : | On the
ee is looking for - Horizon

terested in serv-

. . . - | SAT. 10:00 2.m.<2:00 pan. — New
ted In serving in . |drop-in_hours ‘at. ‘the Toy

. Library/Resource Program, 113
ct the Secretary Albert 5t. Come out and join the

'|EVERY MONDAY -. Monday
Morning  Crafters  9:00-noon. |
| Hospital Board Room . (upstairs).

7) 223-8249 for fun! 223-7145. 27

Brian Collins | 2324 o
it, Board of Directors |- | FIRSTTUESDAY - of the month!
. Royal- Canadian Legion’ Ladies
‘Auxiliary meeting at 7 pm. 4]

THIRD TUESDAY ~ of .edch
month.. New -date and. place!
Bunset Country Quilter's. Guild; 7
p.m., Masonic Hall, New members:
welcome. L ff

TUES.-FRIDAY & SATURDAY
= Tuesday-Friday, noon-5 p.m.,
Saturday 8 am.-5 p.m.. Rick's
Dryden & Dinorwic Flea Market
now open. Corner of Hearst and |
King. Ph. 223-2599, 938:1074. n7
WEDNESDAY — 7:00 p.m. Dryden
Humane Society meets the third
Wednesday of every month at the
Patricia Centre. Everyone wel-
| come to attend, tf

EVERY WEDNESDAY - 7:30]-
p:m. Sunset - Country Psychiatric |

lerson’s
ter
s
ECIAL
OLER |
HASE

1OCOLATES

w-to win, ..,

’ Landing RO i
-Feb.n2¢ -

Free deliveryfiv

St. For more info call 223-2056. - tf

SECOND WEDNESDAY - 7:30
Jpan. Anfateus  Hito' Soiety of |
/| Dryden meeting, 2nd Wed./month,
: Barclay.Ha}l. Al o tf
. v b
EVERY THURSDAY — 7:30 p:m.
Manic Depressive and Depressive
Group of Dry;le.n n‘gaeting has

PR I TR T

: . . | IMON-FRL - 9:30-6:00 p&n. )
the. Board of | |WED. 9:307:30 effective Folr 7}]

Newcomiers welcoms, Joan "938- |-

| Survivors meeting, Apt. 1. 87 King | *

improve health of tF

A

families; . .
-~ ¢ - Implement . regular
'diabetes sereening clinics 4
- -* Establish community
visits and outreach pro-
grams; . -

with- diabetes cand t |

~ * Promote healthy -eat- -

ing ‘and . physical activity
within the communities;
* Seek elders and those

ers in thejr communities;

- * Develop and obtain cul-, j
. turally appropriate dia- !
“betes teaching materials,

kits and presentations; -
* Establish “an off-
reserve  aboriginal and

Metis supportgroup.. &

Pinecrest
~warns of

' (continued from page 1)

‘which becamé a factor in

building the Dryden: long-

' term care home, completed

last year.

chief administrative officer,

observed ‘that a govern-- -
- ment study in 1993 indicat-
ed government grants for

patient care should have

been $120 per day. .

- “We've cut so much; we

“are basically a labour force
providing care. We're out of -

options,” he'emphasized;

- Queen . gaid" ';bbth:
Pinecrest’s . Dryden and
Kenora facilities have wait- -

ing lists:of 65 people, while

Northwood in Red Lake has - |

a waiting list of 45. -
The Pinecrest board has

set. its 2001 budget at $10

-million. Municipal levies
provide $1.1 million‘of rev- -
enues. Dryden’s share of

the levies is set at $301,506,

Kevin Queen, Pinecrest's
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Pinecrest warns delegates

By Warner Bloomfield

Pinecrest Homes for the
Aged may need to raise
municipal Jevies in the near
future, if it doesn’t receive
more money from the
provincial government.

Ed Alcock, chair of
Pinecrest’s board of direc-
tors, issued that warning
to the Kenora District
Municipal Association at
its annual meeting in

-Alcock stated.

s

i Municipal Association annual meet-

Staff photo

Kenora last week.
“Unless we receive more
funding from the Pprovince,

we are rapidly reaching the
' point where we will not be

able to reduce eosts without
Jeopardizing the clients we
serve, and at that point we
may be forced to increase
our municipal levies,”

At present, per diem

funding for the v.omumwm :

All-weather road

By Warner Bloomfield

The federal government is
asking local municipalities
for input on a planned all-
weather road, which would
serve remote First Nations in
Northern Ontario. -

Kenora-Rainy River MP

and Minister of Indjan -

Affairs  and . Northern
Development Robert Nault
told the Kenora District
Municipal Association he
expects to see plans for an
all-weather road start to
take shape this summer, -
- - He said his department
and provincial ministries
have been discussing the

of possible hike in levies

three homes is $95, the
same as it was in 1997,
Pinecrest administers
three facilities -— one in
Kenora, the  Northwood

Lodge in Red Lake and the
Dryden long-term care
home. . .

Since 1997,  Alcock

stressed, the level of care

required has increased as

have construction costs,
(continued on page 2)

Connection for remote

proposed road in recent
weeks with the interested
First Nations and both gov-
ernments are optimistic it
can be a reality in the near

‘future,

“I don’t think there will

“be any physical work this

summer, but we should be
able to get inte full blown
environmental assessment
and discussions on where jt
should go,” he said in an
interview following his pre-
sentation at the KDMA
conference,

Nault added the govern-
ment wants area muniei-
palities to be involved in

L prors

Dryden Mayor Sid Wintle and Coun. Joe Delaney listen to

el

@ presentation at the Kenorg District Municipal Associa-

tion meeting in Nmaowﬁw last week.

those discussions, since

they will be affected by the

creation of a road system,
connecting the remote First
Nations with the rest of the
provinee.

“We want to sit ‘down

with all of the stakehold.

ers,” he said.

Hydroelectric
systems

~ Nault is also optimistic
about a plan to provide
hydroelectricity to remote
communities through run-of-
the-river generating stations.

First

3

Staff photo

Nations

. He said recent studies
indicate there are a number
of areas where these small
generators can be placed in
Northern Ontario to pro-
vide hydroelectric power.
The plan coincides with
efforts to eventually link
the remote communities to
the provineial power grid.

“We believe they could

become a net exporter of
hydro power” he told

Nault stressed such
power plants do not involve
dams and so should not

pose a threat in regards to -

flooding. - g

ELR )
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Minister mmlwma;ﬁo_cmox Northern medical school

This letter; submitted by
Kenora-Rainy River MPP

. Howard Hampton to the

media, was sentto Northern

Development and Mines
Minister Tim Hudak.

.Recent media reports
indicate that the Expert
Panel chaired by Peter
George, may shortly release
its finding. The speculation
is that the Panel will not

recommend the creation of

a medical school in the
North.

You know how oﬁﬂnmw
this issue is for Northern
Ontario. You know that too
many Northerners in too
many of our Northern com-
munities do not have fami-

ly doctors, or nurse practi-

tioners; and the nursing
shortage continues to wors-

en. The agreement your
government. signed with
the Ontario Medical Associ-
ation last year, has done
absolutely . nothing to
address this problem. Nei-
ther did the few initiatives
announced by our Minister
of Health in December
1999, in response to the

report on recruitment and’
retention done by Dr. McK-

‘endry.

'The strategy that has
proven successful in keep-
ing doctors, nurses and
health care Uwoﬁmmwm.ub the
North, is the Family Resi-
dency Program in Sudbury
and Thunder Bay. I was

pleased to be part of the
government which created

the program. You know the
Northern medical school
proposal builds on the work

vmuﬂm done at these two
sites now. That proposal is

"sound, practical and work-
‘able, and T believe it would

address the serious recruit-
ment-retention problem we

face with respect to riurses,

nurse practitioners and
family doctors. Merely
adding more spaces at
existing medical schools,
(as I fear theé Pariel will rec-
ommend), will do nothing to

meet the health care

provider needs for North-
ern Ontario communities.
As Minister of Northern
Development and Mines,
I’'m calling on you to do the
following:
1). publicly announce

-your support for the Propos-

al for a medical school in
the North;

2) encourage your Minis-

ter of Health to release the
Panel report so we know

‘'what. was said. about this

important issue;

3) agree that mﬁb&m from
the Northern Ontario Her-
itage Fund Corporation will
be available for possible
capital construction, reno-
vations, and technelogy
purchases to support the
Northern medical school;

4) involve health care
providers and community
representatives, including
‘aboriginal representatives,
from all areas of Northern
Ontaricin the development
and implementations of the
medical school program, so
that it will address the
unique and urgent needs of

our communities.

Howard Hampton
Kenora-Rainy River MPP

R




TBayTel snares wireless licence

BY ANDRE. _.HRKAMP
THE CHRQNIC‘T.E—JOURNAL

Thunder Bay Telephone has
| won the licence to provide state-
of-the-art wireless communica-
tions in the North.

TBayTel won a $600,000 licence
to operate third-generation wire-
less communication for wireless
Internet, e-mail and high-speed
data and message systems from

| Parry Sound north to the Manito-

-ba border.

“This allows to provide in-
creased bandwidth which is used
to provide these . features,” fi-

nance mana”gTG‘aﬁ‘Armstrong
said.
federal

The -goverfnment

awarded licences to TBayTel and

some industry heavyweights —
including Rogers Wireless, Bell
Mobility and Telus Communica-
- tions, who bid for larger service
. areas — late Thursday.

TBayTel was the only bidder

for the Northern On- [, Aemm— — o5ond some money on
tario licence. HIGH TECH sgftwaﬁe and harciv):'are
Armstrong  said but not huge amounts.
“tl;e potential will be Now wiretéss. Armstrong said
grrwel;t lzly the demand technology : tTh?ayi’II;%I. ailrrea;iy hrjcls
om in ustry or resi- enables g astructure to
dential customers wh’p speedier support third-genera-
wan%;hlsltechnolog? ~communication nont;]vrlreleis tThEChIl(()llo-
“This licence is for : gy throug under
the channel that pro- Bay Mobility.
vides those services,” TBay Tel officials

added Earl Hoeg, man-

ager of wireless services for In— .

dustry Canada.

Hoeg said thlrd-generatmn
wireless technology can send a
page to a wireless phone at 2,000
kilobits per second, compared to
second-generation wireless tech-
nology’s 144 kilobits per second.

It also increases download
time to fractions of a second
Hoeg said.

Armstrong said many of the
third-generation technology ser-
vices haven't been developed yet.
He added TBayTel would have to

have said in the past
that if successful, the utility

would implement the technology

as soon as possible in the North.

Its bid was $600,000, of which

20 per cent is due within 10 days
The remainder must be paid v
Industry Canada within a month.
«Sixty-two licences were award-
ed by online auction.

The auction was expected to

raise between $1 billion and $2
billion for the federal govern-
ment. Bidders were charged a fee
to participate.
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Dryden council boosts

BY BRYAN MEADG. P
NORTHWEST BUREAU

Dryden residents will pay
nore today to dump garbage, get
1 ride with handi-transit and
Tush toilets, §

City council last night ap-
YOI new tipping fees, trangit
are .._<es and sewer surcharges
hat in some cases more than dou-
le current rates.

Starting today, volume-based

‘es for garbage disposal at the

arclay Hall Road landfil] Jjump to
10 from $5 for a car trunk full; a
rge trailer load to $18 from $5: a
vel half-ton load to $18 from $9;
d a heaping half-ton load to $25
om $9.

“If we don’t do something
on, the site will have to shut

“bag for curbside

down prematurely,” city engineer
Tom McConnell said.

Other changes include restrict-
ing landfill use to cars, utility

" trailers and half-tons, and for res-

idential-waste only.

The landfill will be open Fri-
day and Saturday; 1-6 pm.

City residents can pay $1.50 a
garbage pickup
instead of hauling it to the Bar-
clay Hall Road site, or Dryden

landfill south of the city where

weight-based
charged.

“The goal is to breserve the
(Barclay) landfill for as long as
possible for people in east Dry-
den,” Dryden Mayor Sid Wintle
said. ;

Council also endorsed new
Dryden Handi-Transit System

tipping fees are

HOME DELIVERY OF THE CHRONICLE.JOURNA® FOR 0

.68, -
Effective today, fares rise to $3
per trip from $2; and student fares
will be set at $3 per trip with a $1-
per-kilometre levy on one-way
trips of more than three kilome-
tres.

‘That surcharge increases to
$1.50 per kilometre on Sept. 1.

- The Keewatin-Patricia District
§

chool Board and Northwestern
itholic District School Board op-

; ldiining

 Coun, Brian England said the
fare increases are in line with
what other municipalities charge
for handi-transit services,

In 2001 the city will provide a
$61,000 subsidy to the one-bus sys-
tem which is equipped with a

NLY 59¢ PER

e 8d /o)

host of user rates

the student-fare hike, -
] t would more than doy- ;
ble round-trip costs,

DAY,

Wwheelchair lift, * feis )
_ Handi-Transit serves about 300
clientsamonth, .

Council also approved new
sewer surcharge rates for resi.
dences. ChRE ;

The surcharge Jjumps to 55 per
cent of the water rate from 49 per
cent as of Jan. 1, 2002, and to 60 '
per cent on Jan. 1, 2003 (There
was a five-per-cent hike in the
Sewer surcharge last month,) i

That means the residential
sewer surcharge will increase o
$11 in 2002 from today’s $9.80 per
month; and to $12 in 2003,

The city charges $20 a month
for water services, , :

The rate hikes will “make the

- utility user-pay” and help build a

reserve fund for capital improve-
ments, England said.
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Emergency Medical Services

District of Kenora

Do you want to be the Senior Manager in the Emergency-Medical Services Group. in
one of the most beautiful areas of Ontario, better known as Sunset Country, where the
lakes and rivers shimmer in the summer and the landscape sparkles in the winter? It’s
an area where the right person can mix relaxation and recreation with the intensity of
developing and operating what we expect to be one of the most unique and forward
thinking pre-hospital systems in North America.

The Kenora District Services Board directly operates 6 ambulance services and admin-
isters and governs three contracted ambulance services over a broad area in
Northwestern Ontario. We work in an open environment which promotes a culture of
trust and responsibility shziring_with other Board managers and staff. The person we are
looking for to fill this position is someone who can support this culture while develop-
ing a vision, goals, and objectives for the ambulance system and move it towards a
proactive, community based, high profile organization.

If you think you have the vision, marketing ability, and temperament to work with a
diverse group of stakeholders, and if you want to make this ambularice system a known
success story in North America then send us your resume by 4:00 p.m., Wednesday,
February 14, 2001. ;

You will report directly to the Chief Administrative Officer who expects you to per-
form your job in a supportive but relatively independent environment - and who will
hold you to expectations. Ideally you will have a thorough knowledge of the
Ambulance Act and Regulations and other applicable legislation; you’ll have excellent
interpersonal and communicative skills, and have experience working with CAOs,
Boards of Directors, and government officials at as strategic level. Of course, you will
have the demonstrated organizational, administrative, analytical and decision making
skills expected of someone capable of fulfilling this role. Your education level will
include a post secondary degree in the area of Emergency Health Services or Business
Administration, or experience and education considered equivalent.

If you’re looking for a job as a manager of an ambulance service in a small geographic
area - this isn’t for you. But if you can think outside the box and envision pre-hospital
care in a new, proactive, high profile, community care environment send your resume
to:- ;

Sten S. Lif
Chief Administrative Officer
Kenora District Services Board
* 14378 Highway 17 Easy
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) services board concerned

lew ambulance reg

By Warner Bloomfield

provinéial regulations could increasge the Kenora

Services Board’s costs for operating local land
fice. ] . : . '
{DSB’s chief administrative officer, Sten Lif told the

vhich met last week in Kenora, that the Ministry of .

‘was introducing new standards for ambulance
nts. Within two yéars, attendants must have a cer-
from a two-year course or a four-year home study.

e qualifications will effectively disqualify many
olunteer attendants now working throughout the
. Among communities utilizing volunteer para-

medics are Ear Falls and Red Lake.
_If the new regulations stand, the KDSB will likely have

to replace the volunteers with full-time ‘paramedics. The’
process of recruiting and paying them will cost the board

additional money.

The situation is complicated even further because there

is a shortage of qualified paramedics in Ontario, resulting

in a competition for their services; just like other health

* care professionals.

. “There are some delivery agencies aggressively recruiting

paramedics with additional wages and incentives. The Keno-

ra district will feel pressure to.meet those offers,” he said.

ulations potentially costly

Kenora Mayor David Canfield observed it was another
example of the province downloading services on munici-
palities and then changing the rules, thus costing commu-
nities more money. : o :

Lif called on the Kenora District Municipal Association
(KDMA) to requiest the provincial government to delay the
regulations, while rural districts like Kenora adjust to the
new reality. [ P o :

He added the KDMA should also lobby the government
to make the required courses available at Northerr
Ontario community colleges. The program is currently
only available in Southern Ontario. - *
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Harris to shuffle cabinet today

THE CANADIAN PRESS

TORONTO — Premier Mike Harris
will name Jim Flaherty to the role of fi-
nance minister as part of a cabinet shuf-
fle to be announced today, The Canadian
Press has learned.

Flaherty, 51, was first elected in his
riding of Whitby-Ajax in 1995 and has
been Ontario’s attorney general since
June 1999. He is to be replaced by David
Young, a newcomer to cabinet.

Flaherty was among a short-list of
candidates expected to replace Harris’s
longtime confidant Ernie Eves, who re-
signed as the province’s treasurer last
week after serving in the post for nearly
Six years. ;

A government source confirmed the
moves on condition of anonymity.

Consumer and Commercial Relations
Minister Bob Runciman will be minister
of economic development and trade, re-
placing Al Palladini, who cited personal

Premier Mike Harris

reasons when he stepped down from cab-¢

inet two weeks ago.
Health Minister Elizabeth Witmer will
move to environment, an important port-

folio as the province seeks to bolster its
credibility on water and air-quality is-
sues. She will replace Dan Newman, who
is moving to northerh development and
mines.

Chris Hodgson, a friend of the pre-
mier who has long been considered his
potential successor, will take over munic-
ipal affairs and housing from Tony
Clement, who will succeed Witmer in
health. %

Ministers said to be staying put in-
clude Colleges and Universities Minister
Dianne Cunningham, Education Minis-

ter Janet Ecker, Natural Resources Min- .

ister John Snobelen and Labour Minister
Chris Stockwell.

Ecker will take over government
house leader duties from Norm Sterling,
who takes Consumer and Commercial
Relations from Runciman. Cabinet new-
comer Brenda Elliott becomes intergov-
ernmental affairs minister.

Stoney Creek backbencher Brad Clark

will take over the Transportation portfo-
lio from David Turnbull, who will be
named the provinee's solicitor general.

Departures from cabinet will include
Agriculture Minister Ernie Hardeman.
He was expected to be replgced by Brian
Coburn, a backbencher who represents
the riding Carfeton-Gloucester.

A lawyer by trade, Flaherty has held
several positions in the Harris cabinet,
including two stints as labour minister
and one as solicitor general. But his brief -
turn as the province’s top legal eagle has
earned him a reputation as one of Har-
ris’s possible successors.

Flaherty, who clashed frequently with |
the legal community during his stint as
attorney general, is known in govern-
ment circles as someone who doesn’t
back down from a fight. °

“We don’t have many people at the
very top who are able to defend (govern-
ment policy),” said one government
source.

Environment Ministry needs overhaul: new report

THE CANADIAN PRESS .

TORONTO — Ontario’s Environment
Ministry is outdated and the province
lags behind other jurisdictions in pro-
tecting the quality of air, water and soil,
says the latest damning environmental
report to hit the government.

Valerie Gibbons, an independent con-
sultant commissioned by the govern-
ment after Walkerton’s tainted-water cri-
sis last May, calls for a complete overhaul
of the province’s approach to environ-
mental protection.

“Ontario is behind the progress in
manv other iurisdictions. and the gap

approach.”

Ontario Premier Mike Harris ac-
knowledged the criticism and said the re-
port’s recommendations would be care-
fully considered.

“(The report) is critical in suggesting
that for the last couple of decades the Min-
istry of the Environment — including un-
der our watch — has been stuck in this old
mould and has not progressed,” he said.
“The report is one that we will be review-
ing and looking at how we can implement
some of the key recommendations.”

Harris, whose government has been
dogged by negative environmental as-
sessments since taking power in 1995,

“When we tried to bring .
major change, it was
resisted very vigorously ...”

Premier Mike Harris
On the Environment Ministry

wanted to hang on to the status quo, by a

number of interest groups who wanted

to hang on to the status quo,” he said.
Liberal environment critic Jim

this ministry have been t%s sole respon-
sibility of Mike Harris,” ige said, adding
that staff has been cut by a third, and
funding by at least 42 per cent since the
Tories were elected.

NDP environment critic Marilyn
Churley said she fears the report will
weaken even further the role of the min-
istry Within government. !

“Gibbons is playing the stalking horse
for her political masters,” she said. “The
report uses rhetoric from new-edge envi-
ronmental thinking, but the intention is
to go even further to reduce the power of
the ministry” :

Bradley agreed, saying the report’s
iam b 4o tarm fmadarnization’ oive the
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Lynn Carlson, Dryden
Children’s Resource Centre
director, said its child care
program currently has
more than 100 names on a
waiting list. At present, 54
children attend during the
day, with that number ris-
ing to 69 when including
after-school services.

She added any decision
to increase capacity in Dry-
den would have to take into
consideration the need for
capital investment.

“We have little room for
expanding according to leg-
islation,” she said, stressing
any significant increase in
capacity would mean build-
ing additions.

Other recommendations
contained in the report are:

* increasing hours of
operation at some facilities
to enhance service to work-
ing parents, such as week-

(continued on page 2)
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Junicipalit'es
O consider
orming Area
Services Board

By Warner Bloomfield
The Kenora District
unicipal Association
DMA) is discussing the
gsible formation of an
ea Services Board.
The Kenora District
iincorporated Rate Pay-
5 Association proposed a
rking group be formed to
scuss the idea, at the
ent KDMA annual gen-
1l meeting.
Such a board would
lace the current district
vices board and assume
ditional responsibilities,
*h as the power to set
es. Under provincial leg-
ation, the Ministry of
rthern Development and
nes must have requests
Area Services Boards
omitted before March
)2.
While the KDMA does
. oppose the formation of
Area Services Board, it
s wish more time to
dy the possibility before
nmitment.
Kenora Mayor David
nfield noted many rate
rers could view an Area
vices Board as another
el of government impos-
‘new taxes. 2
3ill Blower of rate pay-
group stated govern-
nt studies indicate form-

Taxes combined

Anthony Nickel of Wain-
wright township, another
proponent of the area
board, said that far from
adding another tax to
regional residents, it would
help to combine several dif-
ferent taxes most already
pay. He pointed to volun-
tary fees for local roads
boards and fire services, as
well as provincial and edu-
cation property taxes, all of
which could be adminis-
tered by the new board.

Nickel said only two
thirds of unincorporated
residents currently pay the
voluntary fees. Bringing
these taxes under an area
services board would mean
collecting from a greater
number of residents, he
stressed.

Under provincial law,
district services boards and
area services boards are
governed by different min-
istries. While Northern
Development and Mines is
responsible for area ser-
vices boards, the Ministry
of Municipal Affairs over-
sees district boards. A dis-
trict services board has no
power to tax and adminis-
ters Public Health (Child

gers v ?’ﬁ/ &5 »@W?qo wyﬁﬂqﬂna
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City taxes

BY JULIO GOMES
THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL

Homeowners and people with
farmland in the family will be
hardest hit by a tax increase pro-
posed in the City of Thunder Bay
budget.

City manager Brian MacRae
provided council with an
overview yesterday of the 2001 op-
erating budget, which calls for
more than $93.4 million to be
raised through local taxation —
$1.08 million more than last year.

Paying for old and new ser-
vices, as well as the contribution
~for the new regional hospital,

means most property owners will

see a tax increase of more than
six per cent.

While the city has faced chal-
lenges over the years, “this year’s
challenges are extraordinary,”
MacRae told councillors.

The result of years of cuts in
expenditures by senior levels of
government and downloading
new responsibilities to the city
means the municipality is bear-
ing the brunt of “these chal-
lenges,” he said.

Administration has crafted a
general municipal budget that
will cost the city $144.4 million.

To achieve that, staff is propos-
ing measures that include:

« Repay $3.47 million as part of

the city’s $25-million contribution
to the hospital.

« The city’s share of slot ma-
chine revenues from the casino is
$1.5 million. |

» Thunder Bay Telephone will
provide a dividend of $9 million.

« $1.5 million will be trans-
ferred from the special circum-
stances reserve.

« The surplus from 2000 opera-
tions is to be about $700,000.

_ « Fee hikes at golf courses, are-
nas, sports fields and for buses.

« The $500,000 hydrant mainte-
nance charge will result in 8 new
$14 charge on all 36,600 water ac-
counts.

« Tipping fees at the John

Street landfill will increase on Ju-
ly 1 to $30.25 per tonne from
$27.50.

The hospital debenture repay-
ment automatically hikes the
property tax rate by 3.8 per cent.
The rest of the budget require-
ments translates into a 1.2-per-
cent increase in the full service
tax rate. ‘

-That only applies to the com-
mercial, industrial and multi-res-
idential sector, whose increases
are capped under provincial regu-
lations.

The full impact of the increase
will be spread out over the resi-
dential, farmland, managed for-
est and pipelines property class-

shooting up 6%

es, which will see taxes increase
another 2.4 per cent.

“Significant administrative
cuts have already been made to
bring this budget into balance,”
MacRae said. “It is increasingly

imperative that we set our priori- 7

ties very carefully, given our in-
ability to continue to absorb cuts
in funding and maintain the ex-
isting levels of service.”

The presentation was made to
give councillors, especially the
newcomers, time to work their
way through a 264-page budget
booklet. : ;

Councillors will debate the op-
erating budget at a special meet-
ing Feb. 21. fel
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Sioux Lookout Bulletin

Y Pickle
Lake

/ . By Graeme Mackechnie
FYOUHAVELIVED get the Ice Worm Festival
here longer than two. back. If you would like to
years and haven’tbeen help — perhaps sponsor an

a volunteer for at least one
of these years you’re not
pulling you own weight. If
you have children and
haven’taccompanied them
to a Friday Kids Fun Night
at the Community Hall,
shame on you. Your helpis
not only wanted, it’s
needed!! Hats offto Bernie
Curtis and the Lions. Bernie
is spearheading efforts to

event or supervise games,
a chili cook-off or contrib-
ute ideas, phone Bernie at
home 928-2058.

By the time this article
hits the press the annual
Women’s Curling Bonspiel
and dance will be over.
Again this year, participants
arecominginfromall over.
We even have people fly-
ingin to watch. If you think

that’s wild, you should see
the women inaction. Again
this popular tournament al-
most went by the boards
except for a new volun-

-teer, sports minded Terry

Bather. My hat is off to you
too. On the same weekend
the hockey tournament is
taking place — action in
Pickle is on for this week-
end.

Spider Resources is up
near Webequie—exphoring
for diamonds. Diamonds
and Paladium are the hot
items in the mining field
recently. A new group tak-
ing over the old Umex
claims in Nov. 2001 are
looking at precious metals
as well.

Jaime Miller, our strate-
gicplanner, has been work-
ing hard in our community
to arrive at a vision for
Pickle Lake’s future. The
participation has been great
- better than some of the
other towns Jaime has been
in, but we need your input.
There will be more focus
group meetings and ques-
tionnaires. Please fill them
outand plan on attending a
meeting. That means you
B.D.

Council was well repre-
sented atthe recent KDMA
meetings in Kenora. A hot
issue was the proposed
extension of the Werner
Lake Road from Manitoba
into Red Lake. One would
wonder how this would af-
fectbusinessin Kenoraand
Dryden. I would think gov-
ernment should fix up our
existing roads before putting
tax dollars into new ones.

Council recently had a

dinner meeting with
Osnaburgh band council. It
was interesting to hear that
more and more companies
are acknowledging
Mishkeegogamang’s exist-
ence and touching base
with them; recently both
DeBeers and Buchanan
Forest Products have been
in for talks.

“Land for Sale.” Six is-
lands on Lake St. Joe —
unheard of. Land was, and
is, a scarce commaodity in
this area. The prices are
unbelievably cheap. [won-
der if'the land is open for
commercial development?

If you need a job and are
willing to work, Wasaya
has positions available —
with jobs open in dispatch,
load control, load master,
cargo and shipping and re-
ceiving. No one in town
who’s qualified should be
without a job.

Mishkeegogamang is

having the grand opening
of their new state of the art
school on April 19.- M.P.
Bob Nault will be up for the
occasion and will be meet-
ing with council. If I’'m not
mistaken, the access road
will be a hot topic, as will
land development north of
Pickle Lake.




Manitoba-Red I ake road link
envisioned as economic booster

BY BRYAN MEADOWS
NORTHWEST BUREAU

The mayor of Machin is a little anxious about the
possibility of a new road linking Red Lake to Mani-
toba.

“While it could be advantageous to Red Lake,
there could be disadvantages to other communi-
ties,” Arnie Bratland said this week.

“I'm not totally against (Werner Lake road) but I
would like to see a study done first” on the pros and
cons of the project, Bratland said.

- About 40 kilometres of bush stands between for-
est access roads along the Werner Lake route west
of Red Lake.

The road proposal has for more than a decade
been put on the government backburner due to a
lack of funding.

At a Kenora District Municipal Association meet-
ing two weeks ago, Machin delegates voted against a
resolution supporting the highway link. Ear Falls
and Kenora delegates reportedly supported the mo-
tion.

“In a forum such as that, a resolution should ben-
efit all (communities in the region),” Bratland said,
adding he isn’t convinced the road will help Vermil-
ion Bay. :

He said the province shouldn’t be investing in
new roads when “money needs
to be put into existing roads.”

Red Lake businessman and
former councillor Rick Smit
said he doesn’t like such
“parochial” banter.

“Vermilion Bay should be.
working on economic develop-
ment initiatives within its juris-
diction, rather than trying to sti-
fle economic aspirations of

another,” Smit said.

He said he believes the road would benefit the
whole region.

Whatever gas-sale revenue Vermilion Bay might
lose from Red Lake-Winnipeg travellers, he said,
“will more than be made up for in enhanced
tourism opportunities from a new circle route from
Winnipeg to Red Lake, Vermilion Bay and Kenora.”

Smit, First Nations representatives, Red Lake
Mayor Dunc Wilson and others have set up a com-
mittee to work on funding and construction of the

. road. i

They’re hoping to tie the proposal to an all-weath-

er road network being considered by remote First

Nations. “It’s a natural fit,” Smit said.

He said he felt the Werner Lake road would pro-
vide a crucial transportation link for delivering
products and services to the Far North.

With White Dog First Nation coming on board
last week, eight First Nations support the project.

“I think we've made substantial progress on the
road link,” Smit said.

“We're closer now than we've ever been.”

The Werner Lake committee wants to convince
the Ministry of Natural Resources to realign a for-
est access road in the Whiskey Jack Forest.

Wilson said the committee wants the road to run
farther south to provide access and a strategic loca-
tion for the road to Manitoba. e

He maintained the present road location — be-
tween the south end of Sidney and Rowdy lakes
with a temporary Bailey bridge to protect remote
tourism outfitters — provides no future access to
Manitoba and crowds logging against Woodland
Caribou Provincial Park.

While a more southerly road would add a few
kilometres to the log haul, Wilson said, “It would tie
into our futuristic view of how development should
proceed in the area, with a road west and a road
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‘A bare bones budget’

« Continued from page Al

» The effect of the swap of services
with the province — officially called Lo-
cal Services Realignment (LSR) — con-
tinues to be felt, particularly in upgrades
to area highways and the cost of new
buses.

« Arbitration awards have also taken a
bigger bite out of the budget. Firefight-
ers won a wage increase of 13-per-cent
covering 1998-2000 and employees at the
seniors’ homes got nine-per-cent for the
period June 1998 to June 2001. These set-
tlements have added an extra $1.1 mil-
lion to the city’s costs.

As well, benefit costs have escalated,
along with Workplace Safety and Insur-
ance Board charges. Even ordinary
items such as gasoline and diesel fuel
purchases have impacted the bottom
line, to the tune of an extra $565,000.

In the end, the budget developed by
administration only allows the city to
maintain the services it is now provid-
ing, MacRae said.

“Ts it a bare bones budget?” Mayor
Ken Boshcoff said. “Very much so.” :

As well as having to authorize a tax in-
crease — 2.4-per-cent or 6.2-per-cent, it's
a given that a lot of people will not be
pleased — Boshcoff is concerned be-
cause councillors earlier this week were
in a giving mood. :

Along with. reinstating holiday bus
service (an estimated $106,100 cost),
councillors also halted the proposed
elimination of bus service in Ngebing
($142,400) and pledged new funding to
Shelter House-Thunder Bay ($150,000).
That’s almost $400,000 in new, unac-
counted expenses. :

“We're adding things that were first
cut. We're adding the frills back into the
package,” Boshcoff lamented. “By
adding all these things in, it really does-

Y T e e e e e L R X R ey 1Y

make a combination of the two. Op
Wednesday night, Thunder Bay resi-
dents will find out how they manage this
tightrope act.

“At this stage it's impossible to tell
how chaotic it will be,” Boshcoff said 07
the looming budget session.

A taxing
surprise

THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL

ment has caught the city’s property

owners by surprise — especially those

who own homes and farmland.
As aresult of provincial legislation,

residential classes have been protected
from “unfairly high” increases in taxa-
tion. That means in Thunder Bay, any
increase in the tax rate will be borne
by the residential, farmland, managed
forest and pipeline property classes
alone,

City officials have written to the
Minister of Finance outlining the im-
.| pact and consequences of reassess-
ment. City manager Brian MacRae
said they want to be able to adjust the
tax ratios so the impact of reassess-
ment will be spread out on an equal ba-
sis across all property classes.

The city is also asking that increas-
es in taxes due to the hospital deben-
ture be excluded from the cap on tax
increases to commercial, industriz_il
and multi-residential properties. This
is due to the fact a plebiscite supported
an increase in property taxes to fund
that $25-million contribution.

The recent provincewide reassess-

the commercial, industrial and multi- |

% ‘Fina~cial ch..llenge ;’ aheac
as taxes rise in Thunder Bay

BY JULIO GOMES
THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL

As Thunder Bay homeowners stare at the
prospect of a property tax increase of more than six
per cent and as councillors prepare to put together
an operating budget, the situation isn’t so grim, the
city’s top administrative official says.

“Are we in dire straits? No. But we certainly do
have some financial challenges in terms of our abil-
ity to sustain service levels,” city
manager Brian MacRae said in a
recent interview. -

On Wednesday, councillors will
sit down and work through a 264-
page booklet that consists of
$144.4 million-worth of municipal
activities, as well as $47.5 million
in gross telephone department ex-
penditures and $8.9 million for
waterworks operations.

The latter two are self-financed
telephone through its profit-gen-
erating land and cellular services
and waterworks through water
bills.

The general municipal budget,
which covers everything from Brian MacRae
staff at the mayor’s office and fire-
fighters to the arts and heritage funding program,
relies primarily on taxation to pay the way

While councillors will have to decide which ex-
penditures they will give their blessing to, local resi-
dents have already been warned they are facing a
tax increase of the kind they haven't seen in years.

But MacRae said the initial shock of a possible
6.2-per-cent hike for homeowners should be put in
perspective.

“Six-per-cent sounds like a big number right off
the top,” he conceded. “But 3.8-per-cent of that re-
lates to the hospital (debenture). It was certainly un-
derstood from the outset the $25-million contribu-
tion (toward construction of the new regional
hospital) would be repaid through an additional tax

That anticipated 2.4-per-cent increase applies on-
ly to the residential, farmland, managed forest and
pipeline property classes. Due to province-wide re-
assessment and government legislation that caps in-
creases to the commercial, industrial and multi-res-
idential segments, homeowners will pick have to up
the full tab of an additional $1.08 million in taxes.

In total, administration is proposing a municipal
tax that will raise $93.4 million from all property
OWners.

“We're talking, over and above
the hospital (repayment), a mod-
est increase in tax revenues,”
MacRae stated.

Perhaps the most surprising
thing about the tax situation fac-
ing local ratepayers is that this
comes as no surprise to city offi-
cials.

“Yes, we knew,” MacRae said,
“and we have been indicating for a
number of years there were fewer
dollars available in reserves, that
the level of provincial subsidies
was continuing to decline, and
that we were less and less able to |
absorb the impact of inflation. . .
without impacting services.”

The general municipal budget,
which covers all city departments as well as outside
boards such as Development Thunder Bay and HA-
GI Transit, again “presents new challenges and op-
portunities” for the municipality.

More than a dozen significant factors have had a
bearing on it, including;

« The reassessment of properties to a value as of
June 30, 1999. An across-the-board drop in assess-
ment saw the total value of properties decline from
6.1 billion to 85.8 billion. The result on the tax base
is a decrease of $5.5 million..

« Repayment of the $25-million loan for the new
hospital begins this year. The impact of raising the
2001 installment of $3.47 million is a 3.8-per-cent in-
crease in this year’s tax rate.

levy. So in essence the tax increase is 2.4-per-cent.” C"\fﬁ‘ﬂ‘ Lﬁ, 4 @bi@@yﬁ page A3 |

Ac a reauilt. MacRae expects the
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Observer yesterday, Dry-
den’s 2001 balanced budget
is now in draft form and
before councillors for their
consideration.

“Right now, we are rec-
ommending a small tax
increase,” Umpleby said.
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He added he plans to for-
mally present a budget to
council for approval at the
March 5 regular meeting.

The city manager
stressed spending will

remain fairly consistent
with last year’s,

which

called for just under $15
million in spending. In
2000, council increased
taxes by 2.38 per cent.

This year, the city faces a
number of challenges.
Among them is a reduction
in industrial tax assess-

Administration to recommend tax increase

ment of approximately
$350,000. While some
slight increases in residen-
tial and commercial assess<
ment offset that a little bit,
Umpleby noted the net
result is a drop in tax rev-
(continued on page 2)
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sre elected, some
Bay councillors
rent way of doing
rday, they made
mise and crashed
of reality.
lly rubber-stamp-
for outside boards
councillors went
th the police chief
quest of $19.6 mil-
me complement of
support staff.
¢ Giertuga wanted
; neighbourhood
caled back in his
1. Chief Bob Her-
yartment reorgani-
d the need to pro-
urthouse security
‘escorts, and this
could come from.
a pressed him to
t, a testy Herman
rs do not have au-
ate day-to-day oper-
jons of the police
1 can only approve
the budget request.
s decided to discuss
es and the revised
rch 5.

Coun. Mary Roy had earlier
tabled a resolution that would see
$148,800 chopped from the police
budget. That decision was also
put aside to March 5. ;

The heated words didn’t en
there. After the police budget was
discussed, some councillors
asked for a 10-minute break. The
break at about 9:10 p.m. angered
one councillor.

“This is ridiculous — a smoke
break,” said Coun. Bill Scollie,
turning to the media and city
staffers. “That’s how much value
they have for your time.”

He stormed out of council
chambers and did not return.

When the meeting resumed,
Coun. Ken Whent complained the

264-page budget booklet only pre-
sented bottom-line figures. He
would have preferred more spe-
cific cost breakdowns. .

City manager Brian MacRae
said the operating budget primar-
ily deals with salaries and inci-
dental office expenses. But ad-
ministration would only be able
to offer a breakdown by each de-
partment, since details for each

division or program could reveal
individual salaries, he said.

Deliberations continued late
into the night. : ?




Water safety
serious business

Environment Ministry representative details rules

BY JIM KELLY
THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL

The message from yesterday’s overview of Ontario drinking
water regulations was loud and clear: the government takes
water quality very seriously.

“Drinking water is very important to this ministry,” Min-
istry of Environment program co-ordinator Ron Campeau told
a Thunder Bay Chamber of Commerce seminar at Travelodge
Thunder Bay.

“If you break any laws, please don’t break any laws related
to water;” Campeau told his small audience.

He said a special investigation and enforcement branch of
the ministry enforces infractions of the Ontario Water Re-
sources Act.

“Each time you're convicted, the fine in- -
creases,” he said. J
Campeau discussed exemptions to the On-
tario Water Resources Act (OWRA)
and the criteria for certificates of
approvals for water treatment

plants. ;

For example, if a waterworks is used only for supplying wa-
ter for agricultural, commercial or industrial purposes, it is
exempt from OWRA regulations and no certificate of approval
is required.

However, if a plant supplies water to more than five resi-
dences, it is subject to the regulations and a certificate of ap-
proval is required.

He talked about a notification requirement in which the
owner of a water treatment plant must notify the ministry or a
ministry laboratory when water supply problems arise.

The lab would then contact the medical officer of health.

“Notification requirements must be immediate,” Campeau

said.
The public must also be notified
quickly — usually through the media.
Campeau said residents can access the
city’s Web site to get quarterly reports on
the state of the water supply. It was
{ Thunder Bay’s last quarterly report for
‘October-December which showed the wa-
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Environment Ministry program co-ordinator Ron
Campeau stressed the importance of abiding by water
quality laws during an address in Thunder Bay
yesterday. .

ter had a trihalomethane (THM) level over the provincial stan-
dard of 100.

THMs are a group of chlorination byproducts linked, after
long-term exposure, to bladder cancer and other types of can-
cer. They are formed when chlorine combines with organics
(decaying vegetation) in water.

The bottom line is the public must be informed on water is-
sues, Campeau said.

He said the owner of a waterworks must provide everything
from quarterly reports to copies of the certificate of approval. -
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17,000-pras sign Letition

BY JIM KELLY ;
THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL

Northwestern Ontario has flexed its
muscles in demanding the province take
immediate action to alleviate the critical
shortage of doctors and other health care
professionals.

The proof is in a 17,000-name petition
called A Community Letter to Premier
Mike Harris.

The petition calls for provincial sup-
port for immediate short-term solutions
to retain the physicians already here and
to recruit new family doctors and spe-
cialists to seriously understaffed areas.

The petition, the brainchild of Mayor
Ken Boshceoff and Mended Hearts, a re-
gional cardiac support group, was pre-
sented to Councillors Bill Mauro and

Orville Santa at a city hall news confer-
ence yesterday.

Boshcoff will deliver the petition to
new Health Minister Tony Clement soon.

Included among the 17,000 signatures
are 5,000 gathered by Mended Hearts.

“The residents of Northwestern On-
tario must stand together as a unified
force demanding more medical profes-
sionals and better health care in North-
western,” said Emile Chiasson, presi-
dent of Mended Hearts.

“We must show the premier that this
serious crisis is moving to a state of dis-
astrous proportion.”

Chiasson challenged unions, business-
es, social clubs, charities as well as eth-

nic and aboriginal groups in Northwest:-

ern Ontario to add more names to the
petition.

There is also action on other fronts to
recruit physicians and other health care
workers. That’s where Sheelagh Hen-
drick fits in.

The 20-year employee of the city is on
a two-year contract during which she
will work with recruiters from Health
Sciences North, Thunder Bay Regional
Hospital and St. Joseph’s Care Group.

The recruiters will take care of the
professional end, meaning the hiring of
health care professionals, while Hen-
drick will handle lifestyle and communi-
ty responsibilities by helping doctors
and others adjust to life in Thunder Bay.

As the community relations co-ordina-
tor, Hendrick will introduce new arrivals
to the recreational, educational and cul-
tural activities in Thunder Bay.

Budget squeeze ahead for town council

BY CARL CLUTCHEY
NORTH SHORE BUREAU

Marathon town council may have a
tough time making good on a pledge not
to raises taxes this spring if a looming
revenue shortfall becomes a reality.

The mill town may have $586,000 less
to spend this year because of a drop in
the value of overall property assessment.

Town chief administrator Ian Mec-
Quarrie said combined residential and
industrial assessment has been reduced
to $162 million from $181 million — the
result of reassessments and successful
property tax appeals.

The town collects about $5 million in
taxes a year from local residential, com-
mercial and industrial sources.

The $586,000 could be offset by a bud-
get surplus carried over from 2000, but

the town may need that money for other
purposes, McQuarrie said.

Coun. Harold Griggs said council 'Wlll'

lobby the province for help to make up
for any shortfall because it resulted from

government changes to the assessment

system.

Griggs said it would be “very difficult”

to find nearly $600,000 worth of cuts in
this year’s budget in order to ensure a ze-
ro tax increase. '

“Tf we had to cut, I guess we would,
but I'd rather go to the government and
say you set the ground rules,” Griggs
said.

If taxes go up, the burden could fall on
the homeowner because the province has
put limits on how much municipalities
can tax industries.

Town managers have a]ready been in-
structed by council to aim for zero per
cent this year. ;

Some business people admlt town op-

‘erations are fairly lean, but maintain
there may still be some room for trim-
ming during next month’s budget delib-
erations.
‘Retailer Cheri Carruthers said if the
town does face a big shortfall in revenue,
then it may have to reconsider the
amount of money going out to recre-
ational groups.

“If we're going to be that short, then
we have to take a look at these gifts,” Car-
ruthers said. “Do people want tax in-
creases or gifts?”

Though recreation accounts for a big
chunk of the town’s budget, Griggs said
he would not be in favour of eliminating
or reducing hours at the local pool or ski
hill.
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Sioux Lookout OPP lock-up numbers rise in 2000l

Harmen Meinders
StArF WRITER

HE Sioux Lookout
OPP have compiled
the statistics for the

arrests and lock-ups that
took place in Sioux Look-
out last year. Some num-
bers are up and others are
down for a number of rea-
sons said detachment Staff
Sgt. Doug Squires.

The number of cause
disturbance charges laid
jumped from 193in 1999to
771 in 2000. Squires said a
big part of the reason for

this is that many violations
consideredliquor violations
in 1999 were classified as
cause disturbances in 2000.

“It was determined that
alotofliquor violations were
disturbances,” said Squires.
“Although liquor was an
underlying factor they
were disturbances.”

He also said that the
OPP has undergone a tac-
tic change when dealing
with liquor related offences.

“Fines under the liquor
act would be minimal
whereas with a cause dis-
turbance there is acriminal

charge laid,” he said. “We
can get better results and
there is more of a deter-
rence factor. It is our hope
that by having this deter-
rent in play the number (of
cause disturbance charges)
will go down.”

When he first looked at
the 2000 statistics and com-
pared them to the 1999 sta-
tistics Squires said he was
surprised by the jumpin the
numbers of disturbance
charges but he was not
surprised to find that liquor
was an underlying factorin
most of them.

Sixty-six per cent of all
assault charges involve lig-
uor and 62 per cent involve
adults. Of the adult assault
charges 92 percentinvolved
males which leads Squires
tobelieve that there are alot
of men in Sioux Lookout
who cannot handle their lig-
uor. He also said every as-
sault of a police officer in
2000 involved alcohol.

The OPP are looking into
ways to combat the prob-
lems alcohol causes in
Sioux Lookoutsaid Squires.

“We are presently work-
ing on strategies to see if

there is anything else we
can do to reduce the alco-
hol problems in Sioux Look-
out;” he said, adding that he
hopes to work with other
agencies in Sioux Lookout
todevelopstrategies todeal
with the problem.
“Thisisnotsolely apolice
problem,”said Squires.“(The
OPP) are a collector of the
end result of the devastation

caused by alcohol. The com-
munity as.a whole holds the
key to these problems.”
Squires said “the big
stick approach” isn’t the

answer and that the com-__

munity as a whole must
deal with the root causes.
However, he added that
the police will take the “big
stick approach” if nothing
else is done.

Sioux Lookout OPP Statistics

- 1999 and 2000

1999 2000
Sexual Offences 37 51
Weapons Offences 51 K 3]
Robbery 5 4
Assaults 267 326
Assault Police i 24 50
Thefts/Break-ins 299 307
Frauds 2 A
Disturbances 193 el
Property Damage 140 158
Drugs 27 45
Bail Violations 158 257
Liquor Violations 2044 1897
Other Investigations 246 296
Impaired Drivers 6 56
Motor Vehicle Collisions 193 196
Total number of lock-ups 3027 3585



Budget/tax
review set

BY BRYAN MEADOWS
NORTHWEST BUREAU

Fort Frances ratepayers may know by
the weekend whether a proposed two-
per-cent hike in municipal taxes will
stand. -

Two months ago, town council ap-
proved the tax increase in its 2001 bud-
get, but has delayed implementation un-
til the effect of the provincial
government’s Bill 140 was considered.

The legislation, which caps industrial
and commercial tax rates in Ontario mu-
nicipalities according to a provmmal av-
erage, became law this week. '

Fort Frances administrator Bill
Naturkach said yesterday council will
review the numbers at a meeting Friday.

“(The tax hike) could be higher or low-
er dependmg on the impact of the legis-
lation,” he said.

Like many Northern Ontario commu-
nities, Fort Frances has lost some of its
tax base due to reassessment.

The municipality had to deal with
about $350,000 less in assessment from
its large industrial properties, including
Abitibi-Consolidated’s Fort Frances
mill,

A tax hike this year would be the first
in three years for Fort Frances ratepay-
ers, and only the second increase in nine
years.

Three years ago, council hiked taxes
by almost six per cent to pay for millions
in debentures for a new auditorium and
second arena.

Ratepayers in Dryden and Thunder
Bay also face tax increases this year.

Fort Frances council is expected to ap-
prove the 2001 municipal budget at a
meeting Monday:
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Councillors
roll up sleeves
to cut expenses

BY JULIO GOMES
THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL

First, a high-tech aerial photography
project was shelved. Now, the glossy
pages of the telephone book are getting a
second look.

But as Thunder Bay city councillors
prepare to resume budget deliberations
March 15, some are prepared to examine
everything in hopes of reining in a hefty
tax hike.

“We’'d like to bring (this year’s tax in-
crease) down to maybe one per cent over
the hospital (repayment),” Coun. Ken
| Whent said. “The direction of everybody
sitting around (the council) table is to
identify enough savings to significantly
minimize the increase that’s going to
come.”

At Monday’s meeting, councillors dis-
played a willingness to find savings, no
matter how small. The plan to update the
city’s aerial photography library would
have cost only $86,200.

On the other item, telephone general
manager Sharon Hacio will provide a re-
port March 12 on the 78 pages of commu-
nity information that is included at the
front of the phone book.

That section, which costs about
$200,000 to produce, could be deleted or
scaled back, and most people wouldn'’t
care, Whent said.

The idea has supporters, not just
among the new councillors who have

pages in the Thunder Bay directory are
“essentially a source of community
pride.”

Whent doesn’t want to stop there. He
said with additional information coun-
cillors have been receiving, more sav-
ings may be possible.

He said councillors will ask in-depth
questions to ensure expenditures such
as $600 chairs and $4,200 work statlons
are absolutely necessary.

The proposed operating budget calls
for $258 million in:-gross expenditures, to
be funded in part by a municipal tax levy
of $96.9 million. That’s $1.08 million
more than last year. Combined with a
$3.47-million repayment of the hospital
loan, that means a 6.2-per-cent tax in-
crease for residential property owners.

On top of that, council saved bus ser-
vice in Neebing, ordered buses to run on
statutory holidays and pledged $150,000
to Shelfer House. The new commitments
will make the budget process even more
difficult, Boshcoff said.

“To pay for all these other things, the
money has to come from somewhere " he
sald

“Some things will have to be cut be-
cause the tax increase is unacceptable,”
he added, pointing to a possible reduc-
tion in services such as snow clearing.

The pledge to find savings in every
facet of operations is commendable,
Boshcoff said, but eventually the cuts
will hit more basic and significant ser-
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DRYDEN

Counc1l
tussles

T with 2001
tax rate

BY BRYAN MEADOWS
NORTHWEST BUREAU

Dryden ratepayers will face a small
tax increase this year.

Mayor Sid Wintle refused to say how
high a tax hike property owners could

‘expect, only that the figure would be dis-

cussed during a committee of the whole
meeting on Monday.

Wintle said councillors were to in-
form finance chairman Bill Brown by
yesterday if they had “any more ideas”
for the budget.

City treasurer Paul Heayn said earlier
that administration attempted “to find
some economies of scale and productivi-
ty” within all departments to reduce ex-
penditures in the budget. -

Last year the city hiked taxes by 2.38
per cent, citing a two-per-cent hike in
municipal staff salaries, some deben-
ture costs and maintenance of current
programs and services.

Wintle said council may approve the
2001 budget following the committee of
the whole meeting.

In its budgeting process, Dryden
council has had to deal with a reassess-
ment of Weyerhaeuser's pulp and paper
mill.

The city faces a net reduction in rev-
enue from property taxes of $266,000 be-
cause the mill’s property assessment has
been lowered by $430,000.

“Assessment hikes in pipeline and res-
idential properties are responsible for
offsetting the mill reduction, the city
says.

Weyerhaeuser’s mill pays almost 52
per cent of Dryden’s municipal taxes.
That’s more than $3 million annually, ac-
cording to the city’s 2000 budget docu-



