s e 8y

NEWS a3

w bylaw has teeth

N MEADOWS
=ST BUREAU

emed a safety hazard could be
wght running at-large under
okout’s new animal control

fficer Al Shaw said yesterday
emergency clause” to shoot a
be enacted only if dogs were
n packs, causing damage, or
od someone,

he town bylaw, the head of
ould decide whether a dog
illed as safety precaution.

id the town would probably
imal control officer or the
volice to dispatch a dangerous

mal control bylaw was ap-
council last month and is
nistry of the Solicitor Gener-
before being enforced.

d the bylaw will have more
fines levied for infractions
ler the Provincial Offences

 bylaw:

ers will be fined $50 fine for
rchase a dog licence. :
ive or vicious dogs must be

muzzled,

* Dogs can’t bark for more than one
hour,

* People can own up to three dogs.

* The length of time an animal is held
in the pound is reduced from from 96 to
72 hours, before it is destroyed.

Shaw said animals are dispatched un-
der the Animal Research Act, which al-
lows a bylaw enforcement officer tokill a
dog by shooting it in the head,

There’s no space to keep animals, nor
do they have the money to ship them 100
kilometres to Dryden for lethal injection
by a veterinarians,

With the bylaw changes, Shaw said,
council is hoping to convince animal
owners to take responsibility for their
pets. ]

In that regard, he said “we’re propos-
ing a licence fee reduction” for an animal
that is spayed or neutered that is about
half the cost of $28 dog licence,

The township is also working with the
local chapter of the Ontario Humane So-
ciety on euthanasia issues and to find
homes for those dogs held in the pound,
Shaw said.
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Ontario water rates could soar

THE CANADIAN PRESS

TORONTO — Consumers could see
the price they pay for water soar under
proposed legislation requiring Ontario
municipalities to recover the full cost of
providing water and sewer services.

If the legislation introduced by the
Ontario government yesterday is ap-
proved, the province would be the first
jurisdiction in Canada to require full-
cost recovery for water and sewer ser-
vices, the province and environmental
groups said.

“(The legislation) would help ensure
that Ontario’s water services are safe
and sustainable for future generations,”
Premier Mike Harris told the legislature
after Municipal Affairs Minister Chris
Hodgson tabled the bill.

“This legislation would ensure that
municipalities have the resources they
need to ensure that their water and sew-
er infrastructure is modern and well
maintained.”

Currently, there is a wide diversity in
what consumers and businesses are
charged for their water or sewer ser-
vices.

Some municipalities, for example,
charge according to usage. Others charge
flat rates. But in almost every case, water
and sewer rates are heavily subsidized by
governments. )

Walkerton, for example, had one of the :

lowest flat rates for its water in Ontario

before deadly E. coli struck the rural
town in May 2000.

Under the proposed bill, the cost of op-
erating water and sewer systems, financ-
ing and renewing infrastructure would
also have to be passed on.

That will please environmentalists
who have long argued that in the interest
of encouraging conservation Canadians
should pay the full cost of extracting wa-
ter, processing it, and piping it to their
taps.

“Tt’s a good princip

le,” Paul Muldoon,
of the Canadian
Environmental
Law Association,
said yesterday.

“Those that use
a resource should
pay for it and
right now we're in
enormous deficit
in terms of infra-
structure.”
Muldoon  says

those with low in-

comes should be cushioned from rate
hikes, and Hodgson denied that huge
hikes for consumers are imminent.

Full-cost pricing is “long overdue,” he
said, but any increase in price won't be
certain until plans by municipalities are
in place, and implemented.

“In some cases, it might mean their
taxes go down and their water prices go
up; in other cases it might mean their

Chris Hodgson

water prices go down. It's too early to tell
that,” said Hodgson.

The Sustainable Water and Sewage
Systems Act, 2001 would apply to all enti-
ties and individuals who supply water or
sewer services to the public.

The “regulated entities” would be re-
quired to report to the municipal affairs
minister about the infrastructure needed
to provide the services and the revenue
obtained for providing them.

The reports are subject to approval by
the minister.

“After the report is approved, each reg-
ulated entity is required to prepare a cost
recovery plan describing how it intends
to pay the full cost of providing the ser-
vices,” the government said in an ex-
planatory note to the bill.

The government may also set a cap on
hikes for consumers.

Liberal Leader Dalton McGuinty
praised the move “as the right direction
to go” to ensure the system is adequately
funded.

But he says the system should remain
“non-profit.”

The Association of Municipalities of
Ontario endorsed full-cost recovery as a
way of raising money to invest in munic-
ipal water systems, :

“Full-cost pricing and accounting
practices are ideas whose time has
come,” said Sam Morra, of the Ontario
Sewer and Watermain Construction As-
sociation. :
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Disability bill

rammed

BY JIM KELLY
THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL

The disability bill that became law
yesterday is totally inadequate, MPP
Michael Gravelle (L-Thunder Bay-Supe-
rior North) said.

Gravelle said the government allowed
only one hour of debate on Bill 125 be-
fore ramming it through the legislature.

He said the bill is lacking three key
amendments: a mandatory component;
precise timelines to implement the re-
moval of barriers; and a provision that
includes the private sector.

“This simply makes a sham out of the
public hearing process,” Gravelle said
during debate in the legislature.

“Almost every group that spoke at the
public session in Thunder Bay last week
told the all-party committee that in order
for the legislation to have anything other
than a symbolic value, amendments had
to be added to the bill.”

Gravelle said the bill is not all bad.

through

The one amendment he is pleased
with that achieved all party support was
the definition of barriers.

In the original legislation, only physi-
cal barriers were included in the defini-
tion.

But the government was persuaded to
expand the definition to include barriers
faced by the deaf, acquired brain in-
jured, blind and intellectually disabled.

“Ag much as I am pleased that the defi-
nition of barriers has been appropriate-
ly expanded, it still does not make this
an acceptable piece of legislation for the
disability community,” Gravelle said.

“Sadly, this is a government that |
wants to be able to say they did some-
thing to recognize the inequities faced
by people with disabilities.

“But even the government’s strongest
supporters will have to acknowledge that
this legislation doesn't come close to
meeting the standards that we hoped it
would and strongly believe that it
should,” Gravelle told the legislature.
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alth unit lifts
-water advisory

ADOWS
3UREAU

ter advisory down, one to go.

restern Health Unit has lifted a boil-
y for residents of Red Lake after col-
‘was found a week ago in the munici-
.

ministrator Brian Anderson said yes-
|-water advisory was lifted Saturday
r two consecutive samples tested neg-
mination.

mit had issued the order Dec. 4 after a
taken the day before at the Red Lake
> tested positive for coliform bacteria

crews flushed water lines and in-
ne levels to eliminate the contamina-

aid the source of the contamination

tery.
sing it was a contaminated sample,”

The sample at the medical clinic was taken the
same day as three other samples from elsewhere in
the municipality.

This is the first time a water sample has tested
positive for bacteria since Red Lake's new water
treatment plant was launched more than two years
ago, health unit officials said.

Meanwhile, Red Lake council is waiting to hear
from the province on funding for a new $11-million
water treatment plant for Balmertown, Madsen,
Cochenour and MacKenzie Island.

The health unit placed those communities under
a boil-water advisory more than a year ago due to
the presence of parasites in the water supply. .

The communities all have chlorination systems
in their water treatment plants to clear 1mpur1tres
from lake-water sources, but lack the equipment
that filters out cryptosporidium and giardia.

The parasites can cause diarrhea, vomlung and
cramping. #
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YOR many years: now,’ tt

no longer be approving this ex-
penditure. A request.-was made

to the Kenora District Services
_ma§ hampers so they-were pur-
chased out of the township bud- |
:"get. That's where the Christmas .
‘Spiritist o

Board to provide the hampers.

Again, the township was told -

. they would not be previded. : - -
- This would not be such a prob-

“lem; but Pickle Lake has no oth- -

. er organizations to which recipi-
“ents can go to receive food, etc.

~
N
W
~3
g .. were informed the MCSS would
s
)
3
<
5

“No food bank, Christmas Cheer -

R Ial 3 e Fund,:
X' ‘Township of: Pickle Lake in .
conjunction with the Ministryof -
Community & Social Services
have given.Christiias; hampers -

- to'Ontario Works recibients. The

- two have always shared this ex-*-
- pénse. However, this month-we .

“even a-S0up

CA, or

kitchen. Where is the Christmas

S%airit; in all this? The Township
of Pickle Lake feels this is very

“unfair to our recipients when it
is not their fault that these ser--
yices.are not available to' then.
They .don't even have a place |

where they can go to-get a meal! .
-The . township - wasdeter-

‘mined - that these  recipients*

should have the usual Christ-

' ROY HOFFMAN .~ .
Mayor, ’ Y

Township of Pickle Lake ' |
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tario imposes tough new
inking water standards

ors and
Iren will be
“ted by new
f rules

ADIAN PRESS

NTO — Ontario nursing
1d schools with their own
‘water systems will now
ted to meet tough new
aindards imposed yester-
the provincial govern-

ries, retirement homes
I social and health care
that house people more
le to the dangers of cont-
| water will also be cov-
or the Environment Min-
W requirements.

gulations, first unveiled
mprise the latest step in
n Clean Water, the gov-

S provincewide effort to

vater quality and deliv-
tario.
cted facilities will have

to meet the new testing require-
ments within 60 days.

“Many of our facilities serving
children and seniors in Ontario
have their own water systems; we
need to make sure that water is
clean and safe,” Environment
Minister Elizabeth Witmer said
in a release.

Among the requirements of
the new rules:

* Regular testing, analysis and
a minimum level of treatment of
drinking water; :

+ Immediate notification of
health and Environment Ministry
authorities by both the water sys-
tem’s owner and the laboratory in
the event of an adverse water
quality sample;

« Annual reports to consumers
and users by the system’s owner;

» Lab testing results, annual re-
ports be made public;

+ Owners must post warnings if
sampling and analysis require-
ments are not met or if water use
should be stopped.

The Ministry of Education has
consulted with school boards af-
fected by the regulation and is
spending nearly $13 million to
help various schools meet the new
rules. -

Owners of other private water
treatment systems — such as
those at cottages, gas stations, and
camps — will receive information
to ensure clean drinking water.

The requirements are similar
to those imposed last year on pub-
lic water works under the Drink-
ing Water Protection Regulation,
after an E. coli outbreak in Walk-
erton killed seven and sickened
2,300,

The outbreak and ensuing po-
litical scandal prompted the Con-
servative government to impose a
series of sweeping changes to
drinking water standards.

It also resulted in a lengthy ju-
dicial inquiry into what went
wrong in Walkerton; the findings
of that inquiry are expected in
early January



KDSB remvests 1n people

NORTHWEST BUREAU ‘

The Kenora DlStI‘lct Serv1ces Board is Teinvest-

ing provmclal fundmg 1t recelved for surpassing
Omitario Works targets. -

allocated more-than $252 000-to assist community

-gervices: 1dent1ﬁed hy groups and orgamzatmns as
essential. .

PI'O]eCtS funded include: S o
« $18,000 for. a schoel breakfast’ program in Sloux

_Lookout and.a Salvatlon Army breakfast program
'. m Kenora ' .

' - "« $34 915 for a Healthy Babies, Healthy Children
-KDSB-administrator Sten Lif sald the board has -

- Unit:

.]ect in Ignace.

~homeless and speclal pm]ects for Ontarm Works
: chents ' _ RS

m need

321 000to chlld recreatlon in Ignace Sioux Look- _

out Plckle Fiake and Ear Falls.

~ + $18,000 to help homeless people in Kenora o

"+ $19,085 for an early literacy program in Dryder.
Program sponsozed by the- Northwestern Health
- $2,630 for an Ontarlo Works wmter works pro

" Lif said-the board;s remvestment has prov1ded al-
most $750,000 over the past two years to children, the
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Medical students hit area

New technology to be used by med, physio students

BY JIM KELLY
THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL

In what hasbeen hailed as a breakthrough in medical educa-
tion, some McMaster University students will not be receiving
their lessons the usual way. !

Students posted in outlying communities will be connected
by videoconference for educational discussions
and learning.

“This

Sciences North where 24 McMaster medical and rehabilitation
students who began their studies this year were gathered.

“I'm keen on Thunder Bay,” she said.

Half of the 24 are medical students; half are physiotherapy
students. ¢

Cunningham got to know the area when she was a kinesiolo-
gy student at Lakehead University for 2 1/2 years.

She’s a competitive cross-country skier
and was a member of the Big Thunder

“This is 4 breakthrough in medical educa- Nordic Ski Team.
tion using fechnology,” co-ordinator Dr. Kevin g “I’'m attracted here because of the great
Miller said, : : s a _b F eakrﬁr ough skiing, kayaking on Lake Superior and it’s a
Offering this experience will hopefully en- in medical unique clinical experience,” she said.

courage students to return for training in our
other programs such as Family Medicine North
or specialty training after they graduate from
medical school,” he said.

Tricia Jordan, co-ordinator of community
and professional development for Health Sci-

education . ..”

Dr. Kevin Miller
Program co-ordinator

“I'm a small-town girl so Thunder Bay is
high on my list. It's a place where you can de-
velop a sense of community.”

The 12 medical students are among 36
who over the next six months will receive
family medicine and psychiatric training

ences North agreed.

“The more time they spend in Northwestern Ontario, the-

probability of them coming to practise increases,” she said.

“Students who have great experiences in the Northwest will
hopefully be enticed to practise up here.

“If they like to fish, find someone who will take them fishing
to the best spots.” :

For Christy Cunningham, the attraction of the North is
found in cross-country skiing and kayaking.

The undergraduate medical student from Lions Head, Ont.,
said there’s a good chance she’ll move to Northwestern Ontario
to practise medicine. :

“'m definitely considering it,” Cunningham said at Health

under the Northwestern Ontario Medical
Program. : :

NOMP has a 30-year history of teaching medical students in
Northwestern Ontario.

Jordan said the training is part of the students’ final year of
medical school,

For the first six weeks, the 12 students will spend time in
Geraldton, Kenora, Manitouwadge, Marathon, Nipigon,

‘Schreiber and Thunder Bay.

Jordan said some have decided to spend 12 weeks in the
Northwest “creating opportunities for them to spend up to
three months integrating into medical practices and communi-
ty life.”
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A outﬁo muynicipal leaders will head . yi4
north to Pickle Lake o Thursday for-the - 1
annual,-g_neetmg of: the Kenora Distr

Slution. Sessions w111 FiR Frlday
d Saturday mornmg
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speak..to delegate
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Winter roads

BY CARL CLUTCHEY
NORTH SHORE BUREAU

It takes quite a few truck loads of
diesel fuel to fill the 20,000-litre tank at
the remote Bearskin First Nation north
of Thunder Bay.

That’s why the band’s deputy chief is
hoping Northern Ontario’s network of
temporary winter supply roads opens
8001, o

“We usually try to bring in as many
loads as we can to fill up the tank,”
Robert Mickenack said yesterday from
the reserve of 500 Oji-Cree.

Colder temperatures the last few days
have fuelled optimism that trucks will be
cruising on roads built over frozen lakes
and rivers by the end of the month.

The Ontario government has put aside
$3 million — a slight increase over last
year — to pay half the cost of building
the roads that service 30 First Nations.

The roads, which last about eight
weeks in a normal winter, are used to
bring in bulk supplies like fuel and lum-
ber for house construction.

Supplies must be brought in by plane

a lifeline

the rest of the year.

Since a fully-loaded transport truck
comes in at about 36,000 kilograms, ice
on frozen waterways has to be nearly 75
centimetres thick before it can support
such a weight.

Even then, truckers have to watch
their speedometers because wave action
created by excessive speed can cause
even thick ice to break up.

Five years ago a man died when a bull-
dozer used for building a road near Lans-
downe House went through the ice, but
such mishaps are rare, said Howie
Wilcox, a senior transportation official
with the Ministry of Northern Develop-
ment and Mines.

Mickenack said reserve residents also
use the temporary roads to go on shop-
ping trips to Sioux Lookout and Pickle
Lake — a slow journey that takes about
12 hours.

Many winter-road travellers prefer to
drive at night because the routes are
winding and it’s easier to avoid collisions
by detecting the headlights of oncoming
vehicles, Mickenack added.

i
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Kenora District Service Board

Child care funding biggest concern

By Sylvia Veal

On Jan. 1, the Kenora
District Services Board
(KDSB) assumed full
responsibility for the
administration of social
housing, both public and
non-profit, marking the
fourth area service to come
under the board.

Social housing encom-
passes well over 500 units,
and the former East and
West Kenora Housing
Authority offices were
amalgamated into the
Kenora District Housing
Corp. The board retains the
corporation to also admin-
ister the non-profit housing

) projects.

KDSB is now adminis-

D trating Ontario Works,

Child Care, land ambu-
lance and social housing.
While each sector has
presented its own prob-
lems, Sten Lif, the board’s
chief administrator, says
one area of concern at the

moment is child care.

“The province is cutting
$200 million out of the chil-
dren care programs
throughout Ontario,” he
said in an interview last
Wednesday.

He was referring to a
provincial government ini-
tiative to establish 103
early literacy centres in
Ontario, coinciding with
the electoral districts. “In
Kenora-Rainy River there
will be one centre, that will
report to the Ministry of

Community and Social Ser-
vices,” Lif said. “Our man-
date is child care, so what do
we do? This is not new money
going into this new program;
it is being redirected from
other programs.”

The district board is
expressing its concerns to
the ministry. “It is setting
up another level of bureau-
cracy,” he pointed out,
adding that if funding for
services is reduced in Keno-
ra district, it ultimately
means municipalities will
be asked to pay more and
programs suffer.

- “You should never have
to make a choice between
sewer and water and good
child care,” he emphasized.

Lif views child care as

not an amenity, but a need.
“How do you attract profes-
sional people to come to
your community if you don’t
have good child care?” he
asked.

At the same time, Lif
says the inaction of the gov-
ernment to go ahead with
promised land tax reform
also impacts on what
municipalities in the dis-
trict have to pay. “There’s
probably $600 to $800 mil-
lion in assessment not
being assessed in unorga-

‘nized territories. For exam-

ple, if there was access to
those assessments for prop-
erty in 2001, everyone cur-
rently paying for KDSB ser-
vices would pay about $1.3
million less,” he said. o




NAN leads

fresh

for full

call
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med school

" JIM KELLY
E CHRONICLE-JOURNAL

Nishnawbe Aski Nation is tak-
s a leadership role in pressing
e province to make Lakehead

liversity a full partner in a

rthern medical school.

With an invitation from NAN,
iders from across Northwest-
n Ontario met yesterday at
under Bay’s Valhalla Inn in a
ited front to push for Lake-
ad’s equal status with Laurent-
1 University in Sudbury.

NAN Deputy Grand Chief
yce Kakegamic asked partici-
nts in the four-hour workshop
discuss strategy on how to con-
1ce the provinee to reverse the
cision that made Laurentian
e medical school’s main cam-

S.

Lakehead would host a clinical
ucation campus.

“We must come together with
e voice in Northern Ontario,”
kegamic said.

“Accessing quality health care
an issue that belongs to all of
in the North.”

Kakegamic said NAN believes
twin campus medical school
yuld better address health care
eds of isolated communities.

NOMA president Ron Nelson,
left, and NAN Deputy Grand
Chief Goyce Kakegamic at

yesterday’s Northern mediecal
school session. ;

Lakehead president Fred
Gilbert agreed the government

must be pressured to change the

medical school format.
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ential site report

‘CHEY
BUREAU

 feasibility study may advance the
diamond mine opening near At-

5t Nation.

int De Beers is proposing an open-pit
kilometres west of the reserve in the

wlands, with the possibility of creat-

up to 12 years.

aad, the Victor project would become

nd mine in Ontario, producing gem-

g study, to be done by Toronto-hased
amine the site’s geotechnical proper-
to best build workers’ accommoda-

‘exploration camp accessible by win-
rves as a base for about 50 temporary

ykeswoman Jocelyn Fraser said if the
upports the project, another more de-
11 be required before the company de-
| mine.

nt to stress that it takes a long time fo
ond mine,” Fraser said from Vancou-

it residents have been working at the
te as drilling helpers, clerical staff
ental technicians under a memo of
with De Beers.

it isn’t clear how many Attawapiskat
set jobs if @ mine is developed.

the company tries to ensure that at
f a mine's workforce comes from the
unity, Fraser said.

gan exploring in Northern Ontario in
. returning to the region in earnest

hy’s Snap Lake project in the North-

De Beers is exploring the possibility of a
diamond mine near Attawapiskat in the
Hudson Bay lowlands. If the project goes
ahead, it could create 400 jobs for a period of
12 years.

west Territories is to begin production in 2006, with
a projected operating life of 20 years.

Though demand for diamond jewelry fell off in
2001, it is expected to remain strong in the long term,
Fraser said.

Diamonds are also used for industrial purposes,
but most diamonds found in Canada are expected to
have the potential for gems.
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