Sioux Lookout
store roof

BRYAN MEADOWS/NORTHWEST BUREAU-

yws smashed and merchandise was thrown across the street yesterday morning when a
n of roof collapsed at the Saan Store in Sioux Lookout.

0 Injuries in Morning cave-in

YAN MIEADOWS

vas as if a small bomb went

t's how provincial police’

bed the damage to Sioux
ut’s Saan Store after a sec-

the store roof collapsed
ay.

st. Bob Neelin said the

rindows were blown out
bris and merchandise were

Saan vice-president Norm
Noland could not be reached for
comment, including information
on how many employees might be
affected by the store closure.

The Sioux Lookout Saan Store
is one of about 250 across Canada.
Dryden has a similar sized store.

Sioux Lookout’s chief building
official Allan Shaw said the build-
ing was built in the late 1980s.

A structural engineer is being
hrouecht in hv the store’s insur-

Street will be off-limits to pedes-
trians and vehicles until “we’re
sure there is no danger of the
building collapsing further.”

“It's better to be safe than sor-
ry,” he said.

Mayor John - -McDonald was
surprised to hear about the col-
lapse.

While snow levels “have been
sneaking up on us,” McDonald
said, “thele s not a lot of snow on
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Dryder council boost<

'tax, water-sewage rates

BY BRYAN MEADOWS
NORTHWEST BUREAU

Dryden ratepayers w1ll have to dig in-

to their pockets this:year 10 pay for a 14

per-cent hike in ‘municip
higher sewer and water rate

Mayor Sid Wintle:said the city’s 2002
budget “takes the rest of the blow from
last year” when the province reduced the
| Dryden pulp and paper mill’s tax assess-
ment by more than $400,000.

By unanimous vote, council approved

" the city’s $20-million budget at a meetmg
last evening.

With education taxes the same for
2002, the overall tax increase translates
to about 9.5 per cent more for residential
ratepayers and 6.15 per cent for the com-
mercial sector: -

Heavy industry ratepayers like Weyer-
haeuser’s Dryden mill won’t be hit with a

| municipal tax increase this year due to

provincial legislation which caps tax
hikes for the industrial sector
- For an average Dryden homeowner,

the city’s budget will add about $150 a

year to the tax bill.

Council had wrestled with the budget
for several months, -

Finance chairman Bill Brown called
the budget process “a difficult task . . ,
| @ spirit of compromise . .. we have faced
‘|- the tough decisions.”

. Brown said the budget meets its goals
of leaving the city with one of the lowest
tax rates in the area, while contmumg

] delwery of outstandmg services and im-

proving infrastructure,

City treasurer Paul Heayn sald the
budget includes more than $6.2 million
in capltal expenditures, up from $5 mil-
110]1 in 2001,

for the public safety building and fire sta-

- Crease,

The budget calls for half a million dol- -
lars to be spent ori developing a blueprint
for future infrastructure, and water and
sewer system upgrades; $1 million fora

., new auditorium; $540,000 for reconstruc- -
= tion of the Duke’Street. brldge $409,000.

Q
:

%

in road construction and paving; $530,000°
for arena roof replacements; and
$314,000 in pool upgrades including a
$100,000 water slide and $161,000 for roof.
repairs.

Capital pr0]ects put aside for next year
include a $1.5-million renovation prOJect

tion, and a $750,000 ladder fire truck. oo
Council faced increases in long-term

care levies, health unit fees, recycling |

costs and employee wages in the 2002

“budget,

The city has to pay about $122 000 \

‘more to Pinecrest’s Home for the Aged\

for long-term care, another 1.8 per-cent to
the Northwestern Health Unit and a-1.5-
per-cent increase in salaries for its P"
unionized employees.

“It’s riot a number (14 per cent) we -
wanted to pass .on, but many of the =~
charges are out.of our hands,” Wintle
said. :

Last year; Dryden ratepayers were hit - -
with an eight- -per- cent municipal tax ln-‘ T

The 2002 budget will also hike water = * ;
and sewer charges for residential - -

" ratepayers by 20 per cent.

Effective July 1, water fees w111 in-
crease to $24 per month from $20,andthe
sewer surcharge will rise from 64 perr -
cent of the water rate to 84 per cent —
from $11 a month to $20.: o -

Brown said the higher levies “are nec-
essary to cover capital costs and make -
the utilities self-sufficient.”
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Town faces paramedic crunch -

Only full-time ambulance service staffer packing it in this month

BY CARL CLUTCHEY
NORTH SHORE BUREAU

Manitouwadge’s beleaguered ambu-
lance service will be down to a team of
part-timers if it doesn’t find some full-
time paramedics before the end of the
month,

Dave Schleier, the lone full-time para-
medic left in the mining town, said his
last day is April 26.

Schleier said he's leaving because he’s
uncomfortable with the prospect of be-
ing the sole full-timer, and having to be
on call more than 20 days a month.

“Once I'm gone, I don’t how they're go-
ing to manage,” Schleier, who is leaving

after 10 years, said yesterday.

Rick Trombley, the other full-time vet-
eran, has already left.

Schleier said staffing levels and
morale at the ambulance bay were fine
until early December.

But when the service inade manage-
ment changes, it lost the support of

union paramedics and morale deteriorat- .

ed, Schleier said. .

The ambulance service, which oper-
ates on an annnal budget of about
$270,000 and gets about 200 calls a year, is
managed by Manitouwadge General Hos-

pital under a contract with the City of
Thunder Bay.

That arrangement will stop at the end
of August because the hospital says it's
become too much of a burden.

“It’s a lot of work for our staff, there’s
no remuneration for it, and if you run a
deficit, that has to be picked up by the
hospital,” Manitouwadge General chief
administrator Judy Harris said. ol

After August, the city will have to find
anew operator or run the Manitouwadge
service.

Glen Oram, an area rep for the Canadi-
an Auto Workers union, said the problem
of having one person on call for long
stretches could be solved if the service

was given money to hire more full-tim~
staff. \
Harris said the hospital is actively

up.
Much of Northern Ontario is suffer-
ing from a paramedic shortage.

Schleier, who makes about $22 per
hour, said the issue for him is not about
money. '

He said he doesn’t think he’ll have to
work too hard to find another job.

Since making the decision to leave
Manitouwadge, other ambulance ser-
vices have been calling to offer him work,
Schleier said.

looking to find full-time paramedics, but “f~_ |
so far no replacements have been lined ‘
f
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Eves forms new
provincial cabinet

Opposition MPPs are
taking a close look at Ernie
Eves new provincial cabi-
net.

Eves was sworn in on
April 15, as Ontario’s 23rd
premier and shortly after,
revealed his new cabinet.

Among the changes was
moving Jim Wilson from
the Environment and Ener-
gy portfolio to the Ministry
of Northern Development
and Mines. Former north-
ern development minister
Dan Newman became asso-
ciate minister of health and
long-term care.

NDP leader and MPP for
Kenora-Rainy River
Howard Hampton does not
see Wilson’s appointment
as a step forward for North-
ern Ontario.

“Putting Jim Wilson in
charge of the northern
economy is like asking a
black bear to protect the
berry patch. Quite frankly,
Wilson is the last person
the North needs now,” he
said, noting the minister’s
last job was spearheading
the move to sell off
Ontario’s public power sys-
tem.

Other moves include:
Jerry Ouellette, Minister of

Natural Resources; Eliza-
beth Witmer, Minister of
Education and deputy pre-
mier; and Janet Ecker’s rise
to Finance Minister. -

Former deputy premier
and finance minister Jim
Flaherty is given responsi-
bility for a new cabinet posi-
tion, the Minister of Enter-
prise, Opportunity and
Innovation. Eves also creat-
ed a Ministry of Public
Safety and  Security,
responsible for jails, police
and anti-terrorist mea-
sures.

Chris Hodgson moves to
the Ministry of Municipal
Affairs and Housing, which
has expanded to focus on
both rural and urban
issues, as well as Smart
Growth.

Others in the new cabi-
net are:

e Norm Sterling
Transportation

® Bob Runciman — Pub-
lic Safety and Security

¢ Dianne Cunningham
— Training, Colleges and
Universities

¢ David Tsubouchi —
Chair of Management
Board and Culture minis-
ter

o Cam Jackson —

Tourism and Recreation

® Chris Stockwell —
Environment and Energy
minister, = government
house leader

¢ Tim Hudak — Con-
sumer and Business Ser-
vices

® Brenda Elliot — Com-
munity, Family and Chil-
dren’s Services :

¢ Brad Clark — Labour

® David Young — Attor-
ney General and minister

responsible for native
affairs.

® Helen Johns — Agri-
culture and Food

e Carl DeFarla — Citi-
zenship and minister
responsible for seniors

e David Turnbull —
Associate  minister  of
Enterprise, Opportunity
and Innovation

e John Baird — Associ-
ate minister of Francopho-
ne Affairs, chief govern-
ment whip and deputy
house leader

® Dan Newman — Asso-
ciate minister, Health and
Long Term Care

® Brian Coburn — Asso-
ciate minister, Municipal
affairs and Housing.

e Tina Molinari — Asso-
ciate minister, Municipal
Affairs and Housing. s



Power
grid sale
still on
the books

THE CANADIAN PRESS

TORONTO — The Ontario gov-
ernment will forge ahead with
the §$5-billion sale of the
province’s electricity grid in
what is expected to be the largest
share offering in Canadian histo-
ry, Premier Ernie Eves said yes-
terday.

Leaving nothing to chance,
Eves said the province will appeal
a court ruling blocking the sale,
rewrite the legislation on which
the ruling was based and hold
“meaningful” public hearings.

“Tt's important to send a signal
that we are proceeding with the
restructuring of the electricity
sector,” Eves said after a cabinet
and caucus meeting.

“It's important that Hydro One
be privatized.”

The government will start a
“‘consultative process with the
people of Ontario” as soon as pos-
sible, Eves said, although he
made it plain the government
will not change its mind.

“It’'s important to the future of
the province of Ontario that they
have a supply of electricity in the
future at reasonable cost,” said
Eves, who acknowledged “there’s
a lot of concern” over the govern-
ment’s plans.

Critics, who argue there’s no
benefit for the province in selling
off the transmission grid, greeted
Eves’ announcement with scorn,
especially his promise to give the
people of the province a say.

“These public hearings are
just a sham,” said Liberal Leader
Dalton McGuinty, who called on

| Eves to scrap his plans pending

another election.

“Sure he’s going to consult but
he's told us that he’s not going to
listen. He’s going ahead with this
come heck or high water.”

But Eves said he expected to

Qg ,)\.P,\\‘nw

“there is some confusion” be-
tween the deregulation of the
power-generating side of the
business on May 1 and the sale of
the transmission wires.

Paul Kahnert of the Ontario
Electricity Coalition said no one’s
confused.

“Deregulation has not worked
anywhere in
the world and
nobody
wants it
here,” Kahn-
ert said.

Critics ar-
gue that
deregulation
and privati-
zation will
lead to soar-
ing  power
prices and
blackouts.

Even the man in charge of the
agency created during Califor-
nia’s power crisis to ensure a
long-term supply of electricity
had an ominous warning for On-
tario residents yesterday.

“We were all naive, hood-
winked, mesmerized by the idea
that competition was just inher-
ently so much more attractive
and so much better than monop-
oly — how wrong we were,”
David S. Freeman, chairman of
the California Power Authority,
told an electricity forum in
Toronto just moments before
Eves’ announcement.

“Here (in Ontario) you're tak-
ing the Crown jewels, the most
precious assets owned by the peo-
ple of this province and literally
giving them away at half price.”

But Eves and Energy Minister
Chris Stockwell argued that the
old Ontario Hydro had racked up
$38 billion in debt and had be-
come a fiscal albatross. They said

e o

Ernie Eves

Apeal/oz



1al 1aed school ~head

LLY
NICLE-JOURNAL

the principal players
ith the Northern med-
| agree it is a a done
Thunder Bay’s Lake-
rsity and Laurentian
in Sudbury will be
ers in the venture.
ing the relationship
akehead and Laurent-
sities, my understand-
they have negotiated
partnership arrange-
that the Northern On-
cal school is to be a
re of the two universi-
ding dean Dr. Roger
id by e-mail from Aus-
rday.
e says is quite accu-
entian president Her-
T said.
1t venture has been ap-
rinciple by Lakehead
itian,” Falter said.
lone deal? Absolutely
no issues between the

The formal announcement
could come May 14 when Premier
Ernie Eves is in Thunder Bay for
a fundraiser.

“It's an opportunity for the pre-
mier to do that,” Lakehead presi-
dent Fred Gilbert said.

“We fully understand that for
this venture to succeed, it has to
be an equal and co-operative exet-
cise between the two of us,” he
said.

Northwestern Ontario Munici-
pal Association (NOMA) execu-
tives also expect good news from
the province.

“We have no reason to believe
otherwise,” president Ron Nelson
said.

“All indications show a posi-
tive response.”

NOMA second vice-president
Lynn Peterson agreed.

“I believe we're all on the same
page. We all anticipate an an-
nouncement fairly soon.”

However, Rene Larson, a mem-
ber of the medical school imple-
mentation management commit-

Scﬂc s é’py Jg / n tee, is proceeding with caution.

“The terms of reference have
not changed,” he said of the gov-
ernment decision to have the
main campus at Laurentian anda -
satellite campus at Lakehead.

For the original decision to be
altered, Larson said, Training,
Colleges and Universities Minis-
ter Dianne Cunningham must
change the terms of reference.

“She must give the government
: a formal defi-
nition and
approval of
the medical
school.” !

Larson
said the com-
mittee is
preparing a
report on
both models
for the
school.

The re-
port and cost
of the op-
tions was to
have been presented to the gov-
ernment yesterday.

- Rene Larson
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New fiydro
market

generates
confusion

Deregulation in Ontario
kicks in Wednesday

THE CANADIAN PRESS

TORONTO — For first-time
home buyer Scott Millar, deciding
how to pay for his electricity is as
complicated as choosing his
mortgage terms.

The 30-year-old resident of

| Ajax, Ont., had to choose between

a floatingrate mortgage or lock
in at a fixed rate.
Starting Wednesday, Millar

| and millions of other Ontario

consumers will face similar deci-
sions with their hydro bills. They
can be billed by their local utility
based on market rates — monthly
charges could rise or fall depend-
ing on the wholesale price of elec-
tricity after May 1.

Or they could sign a contract
with a licensed retailer that will
charge a fixed rate.

“It’s extremely confusing,”
Millar says. “T'm not a commaodi-
ties trader, and T have no idea
what effect deregulation will have
on the price of electricity over
the long term . . . even the short
term.” -

He adds: “It’s really difficult to
know who is providing valuable
advice and who is just trying to
get more money from me.”

Millar is not alone in being
confused about the opening of
Ontario’s electricity market to
competition Wednesday, when the
at-cost, non-profit delivery of
electricity gives way to prices de-
termined by supply and demand.

Combined with the planned $5-
billion selloff of the Hydro One
electrical transmission company
— one of the successors to On-
tario Hydro — the Ontario gov-
ernment maintains a deregulated
market will bring new competi-
tion, improve efficiency and in-
evitably generate better prices for
consumers.

Critics fear taking away public
control will result in suppliers,
utilities and retailers focused too
much on bottom-line perfor-
mance over providing affordable,
reliable service.

“What you end up with is less
supply and market manipulation,
not market discipline,” says Paul
Kahnert of the Ontario Electrici-
ty Coalition, a non-profit organi-

{ \‘

Ly
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OPEN MARKET

A look at some of the
changes consumers will see
when the Ontario electricity
market opens to competition
Wednesday, according to the
Consumers Council of Cana-
da:

» The biggest change is in
how electricity will be priced.
Beginning Wednesday, the In-
dependent Electricity Market
Operator (IMO), a government-
regulated organization, will op-
erate a wholesale market with
competitive buying and selling
of power. The IMO will set the
spot price of electricity hour-
by-hour based on the forces of
supply and demand.

= You can choose standard
supply service or a fixed-rate
retail contract. With standard
supply. service, you buy elec-
tricity from your local utility at
a price that reflects the vari-
able rate for electricity on the
wholesale electricity market.
With a retail contract, you buy
electricity at a fixed rate from
a licensed retailer for up to
five years. Regardless of your
choice, your local utility will
deliver electricity to your
home.

= Your electricity bill will break
down all costs involved in
bringing electricity into your
home. These include genera-
tion price, distribution costs
(charges for account mainte-
nance and for transporting
electricity) and charges to re-
tire debts left by the former
Ontario Hydro monopoly.

— THE CANADIAN PRESS
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zation opposed to deregulation.

. “This has happened with every
market deregulation in the
world.”

Kahnert fears price increases
like those that hit Alberta, where
the average wholesale price of

- electricity more than doubled in

the first three months of market
deregulation.

« Continued on page A5

THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL
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Power options c(
mean nightmare

« Continued from page Al

The head of the Power Pool of Alberta
— that province’s electricity exchange —
says prices indeed rose dramatically af-
ter Jan. 1, 2001. :

“We had the high spikes in natural

gas in late 2000 and early 2001. That com--

bined with some of the external market
forces — California was going through a
crisis situation and that drove up the
overall market here in the western part
of North America,” says Lorry Wilson,
the Alberta power pool’s chief executive.

But Wilson says consumers have since
become better acquainted with how mar-
ket forces impact the electricity price.

“For Ontario, this is going to be an
evolution,” he says. “It is going to take
some time for the marketplace to adapt
and adjust.”

In the meantime, Ontario homeown-
ers and businesses struggle to sort
through their options.

“This is nightmarishly complicated,”
says Tom Adams of Energy Probe, an in-
dustry watchdog.

“We are moving from a system where
Ontario Hydro set the rate for the whole
bill, to a new system where the commod-
ity portion will float according to market
conditions,” he says.

Where that price will go is unclear.
There are both costs and potential sav-
ings associated with converting from a
monopoly system to a more competitive
marketplace.

In the market, generators will submit
offers to supply power into the
province’s electricity grid in different
quantities and prices each hour of the
day. Every five minutes, the Independent
Electricity Market Operator (IMO) —
which will manage Ontario’s electricity
exchange — will calculate a new spot-
market price by balancing supply with
demand.

Consumers have two options: do noth-
ing and continue to receive electricity at
market rates; or sign a long-term con-
tract with a licensed retailer at a fixed
rate. «

Doing nothing — receiving electricity
under Standard Supply Service — could
result in a bill that fluctuates wildly
from month to month.

Retailers have gone door-to-door try-
ing to convince homeowners they offer
security in a fixed-price arrangement.

“Prices could be very volatile and no-
body seems to really know where prices
are going,” says Paul Massara, president
of Canadian operations for Direct Ener-
gy, a private power trading company.

“What we’re offering people is the
ability to lock in at a fixed price and
know with certainty what their fuel
costs in terms of electricity will be going
forward.” :

Outside the commodity charge, the
Ontario Energy Board says distribution
costs — the cost of transporting electric-

ity from a power statio:
utility to your home —
tween 1 and 10 per cent

Energy Probe’s Adar
indicates bills will be h
term.

Distribution costs
“regulated” partof an
regulated costs includ
retire the debt of the fo
dro and charges for ser
the IMO.

For the unregulated
many customers are wi
market, but it’s diffict
that bet entails.

On the demand s
change in weather — st
— will affect the comm

On the supply side
Generation, a spinoff ¢
controls about 70 per ¢
which has critics we
much pricing power. C
reduce its market pre
per cent within 10 year

Several large co
province, including st
and mining company
it will take too long fo:
petitors to emerge.

Adams, however, pr
ing to be reasonably W

The IMO, anothe
spinoff, says it's ready
tem abuses.

“We're trying to bt
where everybody who
a fair, competitive m
spokesman Kevin Dov

He says IMO has cc
California, where shc
spikes and rolling bla

“History is helpin
says.

“We're not sitting
going to have blackou
a chance.”

Alberta faced blac
due to tight power su
has not had a single
due to supply concers
Wilson says. He s:
helped attract new
new stations and ad
ply:

“We have (investc
when you look at the
pressed interest,” he

The IMO will let
such as TransAlta ai
there’s a need for n
tario. It will also let
dictions, including
American states, kn
an opportunity to sel

OPG’s Earl says tl
attract significant i
tario. And the quick
market share in Onf
can concentrate on e
the United States.



( corztmued from
‘ of Dryden Hydro the’ clty’s
- reserves would fall to $1
- million in order to interi
- finanee these pro jects;
-well ag manage a 00,000'
. Sewage: treatment project
for : which: there - w “ho;
: provmclal funding, *
: Coun., Brian Engl d.
'expressed ‘concern. about
. taking that route, saymg a’
¢ $2 million reserve is gener--
cally -advised. ' to- guard |
i.agamst emergency ‘gituas
tions' or’ sudden shortfalls ‘
in revenue.- -
- “Isee clouds amassmg ln. "
~the -sky. and I'm certain
©.were. going to see some
ghtmn' ; h |

. Among the problems f'ac- :
ing council are large levies |
 from reglonal organiza- |
_ tiongtryi g tobalance their:

 own budgets as they deal‘-f'\ , !

S w1th provincial cuthacks:’ ' '
o He:a.yn noted approm-,-‘;
g mately half of: Dryden’s $15

- million budget is outs1de of
council’s: -control. ' Thig
ineludes: levy “incredses |
' from {

|

ciation, " Northweste

_Health Unit and the Ke 5

.' raDistrict Services’ Boag,
Wmtle stressed ‘
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Or.tario may
lease hydro grid

BY COLIN PERKEL
THE CANADIAN PRESS

TORONTO Just Hours after Storm-
ing out of a heated public hearmg on the

planned sale of Ontario’s power grid,

Energy Minister Chris Stockwell
abruptly acknowledged yesterday there
may be a better way to go.
Instead of a $5-bil-
lion privatization plan

day by Dr. Cal Stiller, who was scheduled
to make a presentation to the hearmgs
in London, Ont.

And after listening to-the government
insist for months that Hydro One had to

- be sold off, critics wasted fic time pouric-

ing on Stockwell’s willingness to enter-
tain a different approach. ‘
“Thls is clearly amateur hour,” said -
New Democrat Leader
. Howard Hampton.

for Hydro One slated ALt ‘ “ BOVern-
for this fall that has This is Clearly mén‘fshgs ;gpa;lrge?l‘trf; Iipls
critics howling and amateur hour.” going to make up policy
ratepayers scratching . on the fly with respect
their heads, Stockwell Howard Hampton to an essential service.
is now entertaining the NDP Leader This government obvi-
idea that it be leased to : \ ously doesn’t have a
the private sector. clue.” '
The apparent depar- Earlier in the day,

ture from the original Conservative plan
came after a day that began in disarray
for Stoekwell, who bolted from the first
public hearings into the sale after being
booed by a handful of spectators.

- “If makes sense, we'll review it,”
Stockwell said of the idea of leasing the
grid to private operators on a long-term
basis.

“It's a‘different process. You stlll g0
through the privatization process, it just
has a term and after 25 vears.and that
term is up ..
ownership.”

The idea, which the Fmance Mmlstry
is now studying, was put forward vester-

. it reverts back to pubhc"‘

.frustrated Stockwell bolted from the ho-

tel hearing room after someone in the
audience tried to ask a question.

“We’re not doing that,” said Stock-
well, who threatened to shut down the
hearin'g, then made good on his threat
after just 25 minutes when the jeering
continued. .
_ “All right, fine. Let’s adJourn " he
said before'storming out. -~ - a

Retiree Frank Green, who held up an

_anti-privatization sign during the brief

hearing, called it “atrocious” the gov-
ernment is “ramming” thraugh the sale -
of Hyc'lro One.
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The Pickle Lake Curling
Club held the year-end
wrap up on April 20th with

" an ender-bender at the

Community Hall. Isthere a

. budding disc jockey out

there? We need someone
to come forward to be

~ Pickle Lake’sresident disc-
. spinner (of course you need

the requisite equipment —
phone 928-2034).

. Paulette and Donny
Macklin are the proud par-

ents of a new bouncing
baby boy—baby came early
but still weighed inat 7.7 —
congratulations.

Fernand Bob Beliski are
back from theirannual jaunt
to Hawaii — Bob is already
back inthe groove working
hard to compute the win-
ning Super 7 numbers.

Cause for celebration -
Pickle Lake’s budget is on
track —no tax increases for
the next year. It did take
some juggling and some
spending cuts but council
and staff were able to do it.

Having Chuck Abbey and
Heather to help us out in
the process did help -
thanks to Carolyn for her
hard work and long hours.
We are still without a Clerk/
Treasurer but Caroline has
stepped in to temporarily
fill that gap.

The old Koval garage
collapsed. Fortunately
there was no one hurt. The
building wasunoccupied but
had become a favorite stop-
over for local drifters. The
town has taken steps to
demolish some of the der-

" elict buildings on that

property.

I met Mr. Barkman gas-
sing up at the Mini Mart.
He was driving a new
Medical Services Band
vehicle up to Sachigo. It
was quite the vehicle, a
mini bus equipped with a
wheel chair lift and all the
other bells and whistles.

Norm Van Tassel told
me he had another birth-
day. Happy Birthday Norm
— older but
no wiser —
who stole
Norm’s
groceries?
Doug
Edmund
‘has a new
houseguest
and a new
girlfriend.
Fromall in-
dications
she has
found a job
at Wasaya
Petroleum.
Welcome
to Pickle
ILia ke
Katherine.

Speaking of petrol —
Dave Marshall is back from
Terrace Bay, and is pump-
ing AV gas for Carter Rice.
This is a stop gap measure
until someone is trained to
take over.

Canterrawill be back into
Pickle Lake in May. They
will be employing approxi-
mately 30 people at their
mining operation at the
Pickle Crow — first they
need to set up an office and
to hire a secretary. There
should be some skilled peo-
ple available for work as
the Musselwhite Mine has
undergone quite a lay-off.

The Salvation Army:

Store has closed. Sadly it
was under utilized and was
not making enough to pay
eventhe heating. Hov I,
it does free that space
should Canterra be inter-
ested in a downtown
office.

What broomball team
was relieved of 52 mickeys
before leaving Pickle Lake
to return home? Going to a
dry reserve? Remember,
you can’t take in any alco-
hol, even for perse  use.

Who is the Captain and
who is the First Mate?
Watch for the new jet boat
oncethe ice is off the e.

Graeme Mackechne



VAM leader discr_ses "/ 7/
o-operation with NOMA

Vative and non-native This includes more say “What is fair in regards
imunities need to co- in issues of education and to land and resources? It is
rate in an effort to culture and more control of not what we are getting
rove the quality of life their lands and resources.  now,” he stressed. *
all in Northern Ontario.
'hat was the message
rce Kakegamic delivered
[OMA delegates at their
mt convention in Thun-
Bay.

rakegamic, the deputy
nd Chief of the Nish-
‘be  Aski  Nation,
ssed Northern Ontario
two options, isolation or
peration.

Neither of us can do it
1e,” he concluded, dis-
sing the efforts to
rove the economic
ortunities for north-
tern Ontario.

.akegamic was speak-
about self-government,
assured delegates First
ions are not seeking to
irate themselves from
ada, but take greater
rol of economic devel- _
tent opportunities in e i —

r communities. Goyce Kakegamic spoke at NOMA Staff photo
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Cycling across the Ontario |
landscape - for a cause

submmed photo
Srghtseemg takes on new meaning - Paul Blasig dlsplays his chosen mode of
transport. BiaS|g, a reglstered nurse W|th Health Canada W|H be taking a one
him from Wmdlgo Lake (the most. northem vint in Qntano accessible by an all
weather road‘) to Pelee Point (the furthe _uthem: pemt in Ontario.) Blasig, who
has been an R.N. for twoand half years,Jls-ﬁlcycIrng the 2,400 k.m. stretch to
raise funds and awareness for the Out of the Cold Shelter in Sioux Lookout. As
of last year, Blasig has been living and working at the Mishkeegogamang
Nursing Station. Blasig estimates the trip will take him about three and a half
weeks to complete. He says people wishing to donate money to support the
shelter may do so by writing a cheque payable to the Out of the Cold Shelter
and sending it to St. Andrew’s United Church, P.O. Box 219, Sioux Lookout,
Ont., P8T 1A3 or contact The Rev. Susan Barclay at (807)737-1148.




Regional ealth officer talks tough
on issue of smoking in restaurants

BY CARL CLUTCHEY
NORTH SHORE BUREAU

Kenora's outspoken medical
health officer is turning up the
heat on the region’s 3,000 restau-
rants, bars and other businesses
that allow customers and employ-
eestolightup. .

And Dr. Pete Sarsfield, who
claims to have the authority to
take the controversial measure,
isn't just blowing smoke.

Starting June 3, Northwestern
Health Unit will begin sending
notices to business owners order-
ing them to eliminate second-
hand cigarette smoke from their
premises.

If they don’t comply with the
order, Sarsfield — who expects
the move to be challenged in
court — says violators could face
fines of up to $25,000.

“I'm not just a wide-eyed fanat-
ic on this,” Sarsfield insisted yes-
terday. “We have been trying for

four years (without success) to

get our 19 municipalities to pass
non-smoking bylaws.”

Dr. Pete Sarsfield

Sarsfield says he's within his
rights to declare second-hand
smoke a health hazard under On-
tario’s little-known Health Pro-
tection and Promotion Act.

The Ministry of Health said
yesterday it is reviewing the “ap-
plicability of a health hazard

when it comes to second-hand
smoke” — something the provin-
cial government has not done.

Over. the past four years, Sars-
field says he's made his share of
enemies by his tough stance on
the second-hand smoke issue.

His latest attack on smoking
didn’t fail to anger those who
could be affected most.

“He’s stated many times that
he doesn’t care about us at all,”
said Kenora bar owner Marc Bis-
sonnette, who fears his business
could drop by nearly half if he
bans smoking,

Bissonnette says he’ll seek le-

gal advice if he receives an order
notice.

Sarstield said he can’t do his
job properly and also worry about
the impact on operators like Bis-
sonnette. :

“My job is to protect public
health,” he said. “If I start worry-
ing about someone’s business
falling off by 10 or 20 per cent, I
won't be able to do my job.”

Kenora Mayor Dave Canfield
said he doesn’t doubt Sarsfield’s

expertise on health issues, but
wonders if this latest approach
against smoking is too heavy-
handed.

A municipal smoking bylaw
that would target restaurants and
bars isn’t in the cards because the
City of Kenora lacks the staff to
enforce it, the mayor added.

“We don't need that headache,”
said Canfield, a non-smoker.

Many Kenora restaurants 4re -
already smoke-free, giving con-
sumers lots of ehoice, Canfield
added. '

NDP Leader Howard Hampton,
who represents | the Kenora-Rainy
River region, applauded Sars-
field’s stand because he says elim-
inating smoking could save the
provinee billions in health-care
costs. !

Thunder Bay medical officer of
health Dr. David Williams, mean-
while, will not be following Sars-
field’s lead.

“It is not our intention to fol-
low a similar approach,” said
Thunder Bay District Health Unit
spokeswoman Eileen Dias.

Mele — ey AS /0
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:By: Wamer Bloomﬁeld

A smake—ﬁ-ee workplace ". :
rlaw will be voted on byi_'
rydern city. t:ounml on June

commlttee of the

adings at the next regu-

“meeting; The bylaw will -
selveits third reading fol- .
ing: a.:publi¢ mee_tmg;_-f.:

er in the month
The

ijor: management teamf_
5, spent much of the past -
If year: studymg the issue .
smoking:in the work: .-
te’ and | developmg the
w:in- response 'to pres-
¢ from the Coalifion: for -
lealthy: Dryden and:the
rthwestern Health Unit....
VIonday night’s declsmn
owed an annoiiricerhent

k;- that. ‘Dr. Pete
sfield “is now: prepanng:.f
lthiorders for miore than ...
)0 bars and restaurants

b we

: egreed at lastfﬁ"

1le ‘meeting to give the -
Iaw its” first ‘and” seoondj’

by‘laws

““What T would prefer is

that, the provitice be the -
Jlead hand.: However ‘the"
province has . ‘consistently -
said . it’s not biting -and &
prefers the mmuclpahtles*;; SR
- do it,” Dr. Sarsﬁeld sald .o

an interview. .

‘With ‘the exceptlon of .
‘Ear Falls, which recently.— o
passed, ano—smokmg bylaw
‘togointo effect thisfall,and; - -
a few ‘other" commumtles '
like: the ~City of Dryden- . .

* 'which have stated they are =
for -
debate, regional municipal-’ - -
ities ‘are not responding to . .
the health unit’s call for a. . .
ban ‘on smokmg in: pubhc .

preparing . ‘bylaws. -

estabhshments

- May 31'i$ also Wnrld No_ s
:Tobacco Day The NHU set -

that day as the deadline on -
~ Feb. 25, when Dr. Sarsfield = '
“issued his* declaration’ that -
-second-hand" smicke: was a“_: '
fpubhc health hazard. -

Dr. Sarsfield noted f:hat v
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(contmued from page 1 )
-obeyed may result infines.

Compliance - ‘with," the -
- orders . will - ‘be: enforcéd
~through spot ‘checks and .

complamts he explamed
o “Hedg gmng to do whit,

;_:,hes going-to do,” Dryden -
‘Maﬁyor ‘Sid “Wintle said,
wdding council planned to -
roceed” ‘as it sees - fit. .

“The  medical “officer of
aéalth ¢onceded he 1s Tikely. -
0 face- uppnmtmn to the.‘

wction and the
sound to'end up in ceurt
“I expect they wﬂl say I

probably win,”
‘observing such a-case could_-'-
- get a precedent in Ontario
“and: posmhly across - the

‘.1 ahead i

) -explamed :
“The health- umt iscur-1

rently lookmg at upwards :

haven’t got the nght to take_ N

action on that. Lam assured
by our. lawyers that I can

coun

“Other medlcal oﬂicers cf :
_health haye told me that-
~'they see.this as a test case: .
‘They want to see what hap- -
peéns: If I Wi they will go . -
Sarsﬁeld :

Dr

. he _gaid,  municipalities
-smoking bylaws sifice that -
would remove the need for a

" health order, he said. -

: could receive the -orders.
i That number could drop if-
c-passed -

“This is nuts. It’s an

‘insane way to spend your .

tax dollars,” Dr. Sarsfield
said. - He Views, -
province’s. refusal

address the issue of second-
‘hand smoke as, pohtlcal_j ‘
‘cowardice, ¢ .
Coun Joe Delaney(, who' '
“also owns a restaurant in. "

Dryden sa1d he ob_]ects to a

‘of 2,700 busmesses Whlch

blanket ban of smoking. in-

‘the workplace, pireferring to .
“sée market forces. settle the i
‘matter. - - .
"He said that he cou;d.--..
:-support d - bylaw -that -
“restricted smoking ‘where: -
minors would be expised to-
: second hand smoke. - A
the' : - AR



r Falls < “-eks

own land use ,

g extended to develop the lots‘
in the Goldpines area, possi-

oug Pronger

lls continues its
the release -of

nd: for housing:

nts, The township

ting to buy water-
and in the mean-
veloping recently-
Crown larid with-
al bouridaries.” -

land “has always

lssue for our small
»n

,awnu]l was devel

¢ was interest in
iterfront: \property "
munity so we are .
L8 residential lots -

il. We're currently
iy market value

ts to purchase the °

om. ‘the Ministry of
msources " he said;
mg road would be

A sald ‘Mayor.
lain. -

bly by the summer.of 2003.

Following up on_ public,
demand for greater flexibili- |
"ty and- larger lot’ size, the

township created nine lot_s of

about five to eight acres in-

size, designated rural-resi-

dential, allowing people to

build ‘a horse barn, large
garage or other secondary -
_component on-the. property.’

Three of the lots, along High-

- ways 105: and’ 804 have‘
alreadysold. . .. -

The township has entered
into an. agreement with a
local ‘ real ‘estate agent -to
market an additional - 107
" standard-sized lots serviced -

with water, sewer, natural

as, and paved road, prlced at

5,000 each,

McClam sa1d more people=

. Mayor GeoﬁchClam

_are re51dmg in the communi--

Ear Falls

ty instead of commiiting to,

“work at the Weyerhaeuser-
‘sawmill. Ontario Power Gen-

eration’s commitment to
build a 12-megawatt gener- |

ating station at Ear Falls has*

advanced to the process of

- gelecting a contractor for con=
struction and design of the .
facility. When. that project
‘materializes, McClain specu- .

lates short -term- rental

3

accommodatlon w111 be ata.

premmm - S



“ ;:-;'.iboth JObS ami do them both
‘ vé - Walke
. Iand has resngned as Mayor
- of: the - Munlclpallty ef ;

,Machm
' The Verm:dmn Bay re51—

down at the'end of April, |

“well, Deputy Mayor Sandra,
ey took on the mayor’s,
role after Bratland stepped -

“ enjoyed my - time. : s_'
.may r, but it’s quite differ-
‘ 6.years ago when
" Iserved as reeve,” Bratland
y . said, adding, “It’s the samie.

. ‘_.Job but Wlth all the govem—

- He gaid the mumclpahty
de not want to incur the |
expense of an. electmn and |
would:. advertise .. and
appomt a replacement to

(contmued on page 2)

ment down.loadmg 1t’s a lot

more work.. Municipal poli-
“ties doesut pay, much -and. |
- the.time had come to put,
_ busmess and family firgt”

: L
-_th a?-i"‘ﬁm ‘meny

ke

8 Ppan

themee._-_ 4
for the i
€. restaurant, He

: .oven_ and operates - that the May long weekend

S traffie: ‘indicated - a d-
. ,_::starttétheseason .l__r‘goo

n. Verrmhon

ing up. for the tounsts

. ‘Bratland:. said, pdinting ¢ out’

el

e CP&ﬁk Tradlng Com’ _

|

“The real vﬂlage is heat—



With some discontent, Dryden city

council has approved hikes in water and’

| sewer rates for ratepayers.

. By a 4-2 vote, council passed motlons
| last night increasing the monthly charge
-for residential users to $24 from $20 per

month; and the sewage rate from $11 to.

almost $20 per month. :

Similar hikes in commercial water
and sewer rates, effective July1, were al-
so-approved. :

That raised the-ire of Coun Joe De-
laney. -

Delaney said he wanted to see changes

in business classifications under the wa- -,

| terworks utility bylaw before rates were
- changed.
“T'd prefer to see the categories adjust-

he said.
“In some cases, businesses are paymg
exorbitant rates.”
Delaney maintained the “rate’ struc

-~ ture is so far out” for businesses. _
Examples ‘in the bylaw include: a-,

restaurant pays $102.90 per month com-

pared to.a one-unit car wash which. is

charged $46.50 per nmionth and funeral
homes $47.10 pér month.
Coun. Brian England said there was

" no debate by council about the proposed -

water and sewer rate increases when the
budget was approved last month.

“This is not the end of the raté in- -

creases,” England said. ‘
He sa1d the day is coming when mu
nicipal water utilities “will be self-pay-

o

- City engineer Brad' Johris §ﬁggeeteﬁ
. council hold off. on any changes in busi-
ness classifications because the provin--

cial government is to establish new regu-

lations for municipal water utilities.

.Coun. Velma Silver; who also voted
against the rate hikes, said the increages

:are ancther case for user-pay and water

metering in the city.
Dryden counci! backed away from a
plan to install water meters in March

-1993, citing questlonable financial re-

turns
“A $50,000 water use study isto look at
costs, implementation and validation for

“installing meters, giving council a better
idea of how much water is used by resi-
dents and businesses. :




NORTHWEST BUREAU R

" The Munmlpahty of Machin has a
new mayor,

Sandra : Walkey has: taken over the
post following the reSIgnatwn of Arne
Bratland.

Bratland said yesterday that he feit he
Wasn't doing a proper Job

.Chr-onfc"cﬂe. -
/%,, 3/ /02,

Machm ha a new mayor

‘Bratland, who owns two gifts shops and—_

7far one person has submitted a resume, , ‘

“There was too much going-on,” said

arestaurant in Vermilion Bay, e
- Walkey had been de puty mayor. .
Couneil plans to fill the vacant coun-. .
cillor-at- Jarge seat by appointment and-.

has advertised in a local newspaper for |
_interested parttes to apply by June 7.8o |




anti-smoking issue
kle Lake
ould seem that the
vestern Health Unit
ing to divide towns
smoking issue. In
[ake the non-smok-
aw seems to be the
’ raison d’etre.
ncil itselfis divided,
1 on the side of the
40 per cent who op-
restrictive no smok-
iCy SO one may view
roachas sour grapes,
=r those who would
;ananti-smoking by-
pushing it with such
hat it is reminiscent
alem Witch Hunts —
rill stigmatize the
s, make them social
s, prosecute and fine
Ip to $5000) per of-
emove another free-
" choice, and intro-
reign of fear and
ition.
initselfastoundsme,
from a society that
laced parent with
er, retarded with
ged, and Christmas
liday Season so as
ffend or stigmatize
tor of the popula-
matter how small.
55000 fine, I would
, s to show that the
has teeth and that
okers mean busi-
ever to victimize or
ze the offenders,
 intimidate.,
the federal and pro-
overnments in their
will not touch the
7 issue with a ten-
tch; it is a powder
ting to explode and
does it may scatter
So, knowing the
‘fools rush in where
ear to tread” and in
- with the govern-

ment’sdownloadingpolicy:
giveitto themunicipal gov-

ernments todeal with. There

areafewmunicipalities who
have seen the side stepping
for what it is but not Pickle
Lake’s town fathers.

Now, if a person is ad-
dicted to drugs which are
infected and does not want
to quit, the government will
pay for that person to have
cleanneedles; ifthatperson
wants help, the government
supplies access to programs
to help. If a person is an
alcoholic, that person is
viewed as suffering from a
disease or illness, the gov-
emmentwill again pay fora
cure or rehabilitation.

So, where is the free
nicoban orziban to help the
individual addicted tonico-
tine?

Generally bad gases and
fumes which are harmfuil
to your health can be moni-
tored and deemed accept-
able if they fall below an
established criteria of so
many parts per million. Not
so with second-hand ciga-
rette smoke. It would seem
that even one molecule per
millionis one molecule too
many.

I would never advocate
smoking, butnon-smokers
and smokers should have
equalrights. Businesses do
not need the extra expense
of special signage; taxpay-
ers do not need the extra
expense of enforcing an-
other bylaw and people do
not need to lose the free-
dom of choice.

Graeme Mackechnie

Pickle Lake

NWHU weighs in again
on no-smoking issue

I would like to take this
opportunity to thank the

% Letters to t.ie Editor

members ofthe Sioux Look-
out Heart Health Coalition
for their hard work. These

volunteers have found them-

selvesatthe frontline of the
smoke-free bylaw issue in
their community. I know
from personal experience
thatthere are people inmost
of the communities where
smoke-free bylaws are be-
ing discussed who feel the
need to voice their negative
feelings about such abylaw
at high volume and accom-
panied by cursing and rude-
ness. | suspect that volun-
teers in the local coalitions
are sometimes at the re-
ceiving end of such tirades.
This is indeed unfortunate.

When the Northwestern
Health Unit determined, in
2002, to deal with the signifi-
cant public health hazard of
second-hand tobaccosmoke
in indoor spaces we knew
that what we were requiring
represents a change from
the regular behavior of the
smoking public and as such
would likely meet with re-
sistance. We also knew that
there would be resistance
from some in the hospitality
business because their busi-
ness sector stands to be im-
pacted by such a change in
behavior, and their under-
standable fear that such im-
pact will be economically
negative.

Mr. Michael Perley, Di-
rector of Ontario Campaign
for Action on Tobacco, was
recently invited to the
Northwest by the health
unit to address this. He as-
serts that if the studies that
have been funded in some
way by the tobacco indus-
try are eliminated from con-
siderationand we look only
at those that are based on
the real numbers found in

sales tax data information,
the studies indicate no net
negative impacton the hos-
pitality industry as a result
of smoke-free bylaws.

But even knowing that
we were going to face re-
sistance, we also knew that
the vast (but unfortunately
still silent) majority of peo-
pleunderstand why wehave
to change the way we look
atsmoking indoors; howitis
largely the workers in the
hospitality industry who are
paying the price for our lack
of action on this issue; how
changing our behavior as a
community of adults will
positively influence the
smoking pattern of'a whole
upcoming generation of
teens; how a community
decision taken now for a
healthier future will resultin
significantly fewer prema-
ture deaths later.

To be honest, I naively
thought that the aforemen-
tioned majority wouldrise to
theoccasionand getinvolved
in the debate in an effort to
influence the outcome. I also
believed that the municipal
leaders of our time would
alsorisetothe occasiongiven
theevidence putbefore them
about the health hazard and
thesignificantadvantagesto
long term community health
afforded by the simple pas-
sage of a 100 per cent
smoke-free bylaw.

Thereis, afterall, a firmly
established trend toward
smoke-free indoor spaces
and many municipal exam-
ples of success with smoke-
free bylaws in Ontario. We
are not the first down this
pathby any means and I still
think I wasn’twrong toplace
my hope in the municipal
leaders of Sioux Lookout
and the actions of people in

0Ly dim

Sioux Lookout who care
enough to getinvolved inan
issue that 1s meant to create
a healthier future for their

community.
Jennifer McKibbon,
Health Promoter,

Northwestern Health Unit
Dryden, Ontario



