Critics take
aim at new
wage policy

« Continued from page Al

With that the Liberals are saying:
“‘We're going to give you more money
but we're going to take it away and put it
in our coffers, thank you very much,””
Eves said.

Bentley argued that the raise for most
minimum-wage workers won't boost the
amount of tax they pay.

“The small amount of increase in tax
will be more than offset by the large
amount of increase in their net wages,”
he said.

NDP Leader Howard Hampton said
the initial increase is only a measly four
per cent.

“The minimum wage should be in-
creased to $8 an hour now, with annual
increments to follow,” he said. “That
would be a fair minimum wage.”

The Ontario government has to con-
sider boosting the minimum wage fur-
ther to $10 an hour, which would yield
annual salary of about $20,000, said An-
drew Jackson, a senior economist with
the Canadian Labour Congress.

*An $8-an-hour job is still not going to
cut it for a single mother with two kids
who wants to go into the workforce,”
.Jackson said.

“This is essentially the Liberals ful-
filling a modest promise and we'd like to
have seen it be a bit more generous.”

Ontario’s

minimum
wage on

Its way up

e

THE CANADIAN PRESS

TORONTO — More than half-
a-million Ontario workers can
expect a raise after a nine-year
pay freeze as the Liberal govern-
ment outlined its plan yesterday
to boost the province’s minimum
wage.

In keeping with a promise
made in the election campaign
that brought the Liberals to pow-
er in October, Ontario’s mini-
mum wage will rise to $8 by 2007,
Labour Minister Chris Bentley
said.

“Everything makes a differ-
ence to people living on the mini-
mum wage. This is an increase
that's going to make a real differ-
ence in their lives,” Bentley told
the legislature.’

“It is an important first step.
We kept our commitment.”

In the first instalment, the
province’s lowest-paid workers
will get a 30-cent-an-hour raise on
Feb. 1, bringing the province’s
minimum wage to $7.15 an hour,
Bentley said. It will rise every
February until it reaches $8 an
hour in 2007.

The minimum-wage hike is
the first in nearly a decade. The
current rate of $6.85 an hour has
been frozen since Jan. 1, 1995.

Statistics from 2000 indicate
that about 680,000 Ontario work-
ers were being paid between $5.95
and $8, Bentley said.

Opposition members argued
that with the Liberals rolling
back taxes and hiking electricity
prices, the government really is-
n't putting much money into the
pockets of Ontario’s lowest-paid
workers.

“While they will increase the
minimum wage and give some
money with one hand, (Finance

L

ONTARIO MINIMUM WAGES

GENERAL — Current: $6.85;
Feb. 1, 2004: $7.15; Feb. 1,
2005: $7.45; Feb. 1, 2006:
$7.75; Feb. 1, 2007: $8.

STUDENTS (under 18 years
old, less than 28
hours/week) — Current:
$6.40; Feb. 1, 2004: $6:70;
Feb. 1, 2005: $6.95; Feb. 1,
2006: $7.25; Feb. 1, 2007:
$7.50.

LIQUOR SERVERS — Cur-
rent: $5.95; Feb. 1, 2004:
$6.20; Feb. 1, 2005: $6.50;
Feb. 1, 2006: $6.75; Feb. 1,
2007: $6.95.

ELSEWHERE
Nunavut: $8.50.
British Columbia: $8.
Quebec: $7.30.
Manitoba: $6.75.
Saskatchewan: $6.65. _
Prince Edward Island: $6.25.
Nova Scotia: $6.25.
New Brunswick: $6.
Newfoundland: $6.
Alberta: $5.90.

— THE CANADIAN PRESS

Minister) Mr. (Greg) Sorbara will
be in the pocket with the other,”
Conservative member John
Baird told the legislature.

One of the tax breaks being
cancelled by the Liberals is the
Ontario tax reduction program,
which exempts people earning
below a certain level from paying
provincial taxes, said Conserva-
tive Leader Ernie Eves.

« Continued on page A5
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Northern Ortario
Heritage fund to focus
on job creation: minister

THE CANADIAN PRESS

SUDBURY — The Northern Ontario

Heritage Fund isn’t a “‘slush fund” and
shouldn’t be treated that way, says the
province’s northern development min-
ister.
- Rick Bartolucei,
also the member of
provincial parlia-
ment for Sudbury,
said he has asked
his staff to review
and recommend
ways to spend the
fund’s  $60-million
budget — although
there is only about
$5 million in the
coffers right now.

“I want to go back and look
-at the original mandate,
which included private
sector opportunities.”

Rick Bartolucci

Minister of Northern Development

In the months before the October
provincial election, Bartolucei said,
the Tories severely depleted the fund
by rapidly approving 60 projects.

Bartolucci said he wants the fund to
be restricted to financing job-creation
projects.

“T've looked at
past applications
to the Northern
Ontario Heritage
Fund, and I'm not |
pleased with the
number of jobs
that the approvals
have created over
the course of the
long term. I want
that changed.”

Proposals that

“T want to go
back and look at .
the original mandate, which included
private sector opportunities,” Bar-
tolucei.

“To exclude the private sector from
the application process is not a fair
process.”

The former Tory government, Bar-
tolucci said, “tinkered” with the fund
in recent years, altered it to exclude
the private sector, and was lax on the
fund’s job creation and economic de-
velopment aims.

do not demon-
strate the potential for job creation or
economic development will not get
money. |
While there is only $5 million in the
fund, Bartolucci said it will be topped
up in the new year, and despite a mas-
sive provincial deficit, the Liberals
will maintain their five-year commit-
ment to pour the additional $55 million
into the fund.
That five-year plan ends in the 2004-
05 fiscal year, and there is a mandate to
renew it for five more years after that.
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Whitefeather Forest Initiative

‘Whitefeather Forest and Adjacent Areas

Community-Based Land Use Strategy
UPDATE FALL 2003

1st Open House

Our first open house on June 4™ and 5, 2003 was a great success with over
300 persons in attendance. Thank you for sharing your views and interests in
the process. It was an excellent beginning!

Township of Pickle Lake

JAN 7 - 2004
Building Partnerships

This past summer Pikangikum continued to develop partnerships REQE!\JED
education, resource management and business developmentthat will be
internationally recognized.

For more information on partnerships, check out our web site at
www.whitefeatherforest.com/partnerships/introduction.html

World Forestry Congress

A delegation from the Whitefeather Forest Initiative participated at the XI|
World Forestry Congress recently held in Quebec City from September 21-
28, 2003. There was much interest in the Whitefeather Forest Initiative booth.
We made new contacts and had productive discussions on partnerships with
representatives of indigenous groups and organizations, the forest industry
and the environmental community.

Public Consultation — Second Open House

A second open house, providing the opportunity to review and comment on
the development of Land Use Options, will now take place in late spring-early
summer, rather than February, as was originally scheduled. Extra time is
needed for community dialogue and preparations. Formal letters of invitation
will be sent out 21 days prior to the open house.

To obtain more information on the iniliative check out our web site at www.whitefeather.com or feel free to contact:

Alex Peters, President Roy G Sidders
Whitefeather Forest Mgmt - Area Supervisor, Red Lake North Area
Pikangikum First Nation O nta r I O PO Box 5003
Pikangikum, ON POV 2LO Red Lake, ON POV 2MO
Ministry of Natural Resources Tele: 807 727-1340

Tele: 807 773 5578
Fax: 807 773-5536 Fax: 807 727-2861
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| 3rd Canadian Ranger Patrol Group q} A

—Canada’s Army in Northern Ontario

" “Canadian Forces Base Borden - Borden, ON - LOM 1CO &
1-877-902-4534

' E-mail: rangers@csolve.net

Fax 705-423-3634

www.canadianrangers.ca

- Editor: Sergeant Peter Moon

February 2004

" MISHKEEGOGAMANG RANGER PATROL SERVES TWO COMMUNITIES

~ " "Northern Ontario’s newest Canadian Ranger patrol
- has several features that make it different from any other

The Mishkeegogamang Canadian Ranger patrol is
the only one that serves two communities -
Miskeegogamang First Nation at New Osnaburgh and
the largely non-Aboriginal town of Pickle Lake. Both
communities are on Highway 599, the province’s most
northerly highway, and are separated by a 45-minute
drive.

The only other Canadian Ranger patrol on a paved
highway is Constance Lake, near Hearst. The other 13
Canadian Ranger patrols in Northern Ontario are in
remote and isolated First Nations with no year-round
road access.

The Mishkeegogamang patrol had its first training
visitfrom 3rd Canadian Ranger Patrol Group instructors
in November, when 26 new Canadian Rangers
completed their basic training. Approximately two-
thirds of the new Canadian Rangers live on the reserve
and a third live in Pickle Lake.

“Mishkeegogamang is the first all-Ojibway
community we have gone into,” said Major David
Scandrett, the Canadian Rangers’ commanding officer
in Northern Ontario. “The opportunity to bridge
between an Aboriginal community at
Mishkeegogamang and the non-Aboriginal community
in Pickle Lake is unique for us. The opening of the
patrol is the culmination of a year of preparation work.
Both communities saw the opportunity and grabbed
it.”

“We like to think of Pickle Lake and
Mishkeegogamang as one community,” said Sergeant
Clinton Fontaine, the patrol’s first leader.

New Canadian Ranger Raven Neekan aims her rifle.

An Ojibway from Manitoba, Sergeant Fontaine is a
constable with the Ontario Provincial Police in Pickle
Lake, who spent two years as a constable with
Nishnawbe-Aski Police at Mishkeegogamang before
joining the OPP. He has also served as a constable with
the RCMP and completed short stints with the U.S. Navy
and the Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders, an army
reserve unitin Winnipeg.

“It was a good training visit,” said Sergeant Wayne
Atkins, an army instructor from Canadian Forces Base
Borden. “We've created a team between the two
communities. They welcomed us with open arms and
we got a lot of support from chief and council and the
community at Mishkeegogamang. We did our training
on the reserve but we used the OPP shooting range in
Pickle Lake for safety reasons.”

Robert Bottle and Jeffery Loon became the patrol’s
first master corporals.

Canadian Rangers are reserve soldiers who provide a military presence in Canada’s remote and isolated regions, including
Northern Ontario. They provide assistance in emergencies such as searches, plane crashes, forest fires and floods. They
also operate the Junior Canadian Rangers, a youth programme for boys and girls aged 12 to 18.

.w National Défense
; Defence Nationale

Canada
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Nault plans
to run again

THE CANADIAN PRESS

Kenora-Rainy River MP Bob Nault
has not changed his stance — he will
seek re-election in the spring.

“Next week, I expect to be announcing
my campaign team for re-election,” he
said Friday, dispelling rumours that he
will be accepting a patronage post or re-
tiring. :

Nault, 48, noted the average cabinet
member age is 55, implying he has plen-
ty of time for a comeback.

He was dumped from his Indian Af-
fairs and Northern Development when
Paul Martin took over the prime minis-
ter’s office from the retired Jean Chre-
tien.

Nault listed the expansion of the pow-
er grid, roads to the north and a sound
deal on softwood as his priorities.

He also addressed a further need for
improvements to health care, access to
post-secondary education and quality of
life for First Nations as concerns.

With Ontario and Manitoba set to
move on the Conawapa mega-project, the
federal government will need to assist
with the creation of a power grid to help
distribute much-needed energy to south-
ern Ontario, Nault said. L

He repeated his support for the ill-fat-

~ ed First Nations Governance Act, saying

creation of a professional public service,
free from band politics, is necessary.
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Rams ay sees bright future
for forestry industry

BY CATHI AROLA -
THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL
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By Warner Bloomfield

Northwestern Ontario
municipalities are facing
sharp increases in their
public health expenses.

At its most recent gener-
al meeting, the Northwest-
ern Health Unit approved
a new budget which will
require a 36 per cent
increase in  municipal
levies. These will jump
from $36.75 to $50 per capi-
ta.

The NHU argues the
larger budget is necessary
to fund several mandatory
programs which it has
failed to offer so far due to a
lack of funding.

Those programs include
such matters as health edu-
cation, dietitian services
and vaccination clinics.
These are supposed to be
offered on an equal basis to
all residents in the district.
Medical officer of health,
Dr. Pete Sarsfield says the
local health unit has fallen
well behind its peers
throughout the province in
the past six years.

Over that time, North-
western Health Unit
boards have aporoved bud-
get increases of two or three
per cent, compared to 20
per cent hikes in other
Jjurisdictions.

“This brings us back to
the level we were at in 1998
and a little bit more” he
says. ‘

The higher municipal
levies will add $650,000 to
the health unit budget. Tra-
ditionally, the province has
matched any municipal
funding.

While not disputing the
importance of the public
health programs, Dryden
city councillor Brian
Collins points out the hike
in municipal levies is the
equivalent of a two per cent
tax increase here. The total
contribution from this city
jumps from $278,000 to
$379,000.

He adds he disagrees
with having these services
forced onto municipalities
by the province of Ontario.
“We are the only

Municipali‘ies
feel crunch of

massive health
budget hike

province in Canada which
requires municipalities to
pay for public health.
Everywhere else it is fund-
ed at the provincial level,”
he says.

He adds increases in
NHU funding have out-
paced provincial grants
aimed to help pay for vari-

ous services which used to -

be fully funded by Queen’s
Park

“Public Health should be
a provincial issue. It should
not be on the backs of
municipalities,” he says.
Furthermore, the
province’s Community
Reinvestment Fund, which
provides money to assist
municipalities adjust to
added expenses down-
loaded from the province,
are not keeping pace with
these increases in levies.
Collins explains that in
2000, Dryden paid
$164,000 to the NHU. The
CRF covered $91,000 of
that. In 2008 the CRF cov-
ered 178,000 of Dryden’s
$278,000 contribution. This
year that fund will only
cover $167,000.
_Sarsfield insists that the

NHU’s ongoing legal battle

over second hand smoke is
not a factor in this budget.
He acknowledges legal
expenses associated with
area restaurants fighting
his public health order cost
a lot of money in 2003. In
fact those expenses equaled
approximately $200,000.
Much of that was covered
by additional provincial
funds of $120,000 and out-
side donations, he adds.

“We have budgeted
$20,000 for all legal expens-
es in 2004. I have no inten-
tion of exceeding that
amount,” he says.

He adds that if the sec-
ond hand smoke -case
requires further funds they
must come from an outside
source.

That case remains
before a public health tri-
bunal. A final decision on
the appeal is now expected
no sooner than the end of
January. *
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New Mlshkeegogamang Ranger@.serve two communities

by Ranger Peter Moon

Northern Ontario’s newest Canadian Ranger patrol
has several features that make it different from any
other in the Far North. "

The Mishkeegogamang Canadian Ranger patrol is the
only one that serves two communities -
Mishkeegogamang First Nation and the largely non-
Aboriginal town of Pickle Lake. Both communities are
on Highway 599, the province’s most northerly
highway, and are separated by a 45-minute drive.

The only other Canadian Ranger patrol on a paved
highway is Constance Lake, near Hearst. The other 13
Canadian Ranger patrols in Northern Ontario are in
remote First Nations with no year-round road access.

The Mishkeegogamang patrol had its first training
visit from 3rd Canadian Ranger Patrol Group
instructors in November, when 26 new Canadian

Rangers completed their basic training. Approxm\qtely
two-thirds of the new Canadian Rangers live on the
reserve and a third live in Pickle Lake.

“Mishkeegogamang is the first all-Ojibway
community we have gone into,” said Major David
Scandrett, the Canadian Rangers’ commanding officer
in Northern Ontario. “The opportunity to bridge
between an  Aboriginal community  at
Mishkeegogamang and the non-Aboriginal community
in Pickle Lake is unique for us. The opening of the
patrol is the culmination of a year of preparation work.
Both communities saw the opportunity and grabbed it.

“We like to think of Pickle Lake and
Mishkeegogamang as one community,” said Sergeant
Clinton Fontaine, the patrol’s first leader.

An Ojibway from Manitoba, Fontaine is a constable
with the Ontario Provincial Police in Pickle Lake, who

i ik . T

spent two years as a constable with the lehnawbe Aski
Police Service at Mishkeegogamang before joining the
OPP. He has also served as a constable with the RCMP
and completed short stints with the U.S. Navy and the
Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders, an army reserve
unit in Winnipeg.

“It was a good training visit,” Sergeant Wayne Atkins,
an army instructor from Canadian Forces Base Borden,
said of the session in Mishkeegogamang. “We've
created a team between the two communities. They
welcomed us with open arms and we got a lot of
support from chief and council and the community at
Mishkeegogamang. We did our training on the reserve
but we used the OPP shooting range in Pickle Lake for
safety reasons.” ‘

Robert Bottle and Jeffery Loon became the patrol’s first
master corporals.



