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Pleased that b;
laws were upheld
by the court

Continued from front

By-laws 11-03 and 12-
)3 were passed on Mar. 19,
2003 and the old smoke-
ree bylaws put into effect
an. 1, 2003 were re-
cinded.

In all Baizer was found
o have breached six counts
f by-law 11-03 and two
ounts of 12-03.

For the breaches to the
Aunicipality’s “Smoke-
ree Public Places By-
aw” he was fined $500
lus a $110 victim sur-
harge for each count.

For the breaches to the
funicipality’s “Smoke-
ree Workplaces By-Law”’
e was fined $1000 plus a
125 victim surcharge for
ach count.

For the charges, all of
hich occurred in 2003 at
e Sioux Hotel relating to
e events of Mar. 22, Mar.
5, April. 17 and May. 8,
aizer was given six
onths to pay.

For the charges relating
to the events of July. 7 and
July. 15, Baizer was given
90 days to pay the money
back.

“We’re pleased that the
by-laws were upheld by the
court,” said Sioux Look-
out Town Clerk/Director
of Legal and Planning
Services Mary MacKenzie.

Dr. Pete Sarsfield, Medi-
cal Officer of Health and
Chief Executive Officer of
the Northwestern Health
Unit, commented of the
convictions.

“I'm happy they have
these bylaws as it is pro-
tecting the health of com-
munity members as is ap-
propriate, I'm applauding
the town for doing this,” he
said.

The Sioux Hotel has
been closed since having
its liquor licence revoked
onlJan. 9 due to breaches of
the Liquor Licence Actand
Regulations

Bulletin file pirém

ilip Baizer at a court appearance, July 2003.

/)oY

¢

Sl\ew'ﬁ- BVJIQJ\,\ e

First

convictiuvns handed

out for non-compliance

with smoking by-laws

Tim Brody
StAFF WRITER

ONSPICUOUS by his

absence, Philip Baizer,

Owner of the Sioux Hotel
located at 54 Front Street in Sioux
Lookout, was found guilty on eight
counts of being in violation of
The Corporation of the Munici-
pality of Sioux Lookout’s smok-
ing by-laws during proceedings
of the Ontario Court of Justice
Court Feb.4. .

Baizer pleaded not guilty to the
first two charges relating to an
incident that occurred on Mar. 22,
2003 during his trial held on Dec.
17

That trail continued on Feb. 4
with Provincial Prosecutor Keith
Boomhower calling for Trial In
Absentia stating that after 10
months it was time to bring things
to a conclusion.

Her Honour Judge Baas who
presided over the Trial in Absen-
tia held to deal with each of the

|
i

counts, issued pleas of not guilty
on behalf of Baizer for the six
counts he wasnot in attendanceto
plead to. ‘ |

Before dealing with each
charge, Baizer’s name was called
three times to give him a chance to
appear if he was in the building.

Afterhearing the prosecution’s
case and with Baizer not in at-
tendance to dispute the facts, Baas
was not able to find reasonable
doubt with any of the evidence
presented by the prosecution and
found Baizer guilty on all eight
counts.

These included The Corpora-
tion of the Municipality of Sioux
Lookout By-Law Number 11-03,
being a by-law to create smoke-
free public places in the Munici-
pality of Sioux Lookout and The
Corporation of the Municipality
of Sioux Lookout By-law Number
12-03, being a by-law to create
smoke-free workplaces in the
Municipality of Sioux Lookout.

See PLEASED, page 6



arsfiel] warns o:
nrther NHU levies

arner Bloomfield

irthwestern Ontario
cipalities should brace

selves for even higher

h unit levies in the
g years.

dical Officer of Health
ste Sarsfield told dele-
to the Kenora District
cipal Association on
 that this year’s 36 per
rike in levies is only a

don’t think you can
t the same kind of
1se, but there will be
This is absolutely a
I would think some-
> between 10 and 15
ent next year,” Sars-
ays.

o weeks ago the NHU
s 2004 budget. That
sed municipal levies
 per capita. While the
angered local politi-
Sarsfield insists the
sed expenditures are
sary to provide the

pee

range of mandatory ser-
vices set out by the provin-
cial government.

He adds that over the
last five years the NHU has
limited its budget increases
while other health units in
the province have seen
expenses climb sharply.

“This is a catch up,” he
notes.

Sarsfield explains the
programs include health
education, inspections,
chronic disease prevention
and promoting physical
activities. iy

Recent studies of the
Kenora and Rainy River
districts indicate the lead-
ing cause of death among
men here is cardio-vascular
and respiratory diseases.
For women it is complica-
tions from pregnancy.

“Health is my primary
concern and I hope it is
yours too,” Dr. Sarsfield told
KDMA delegates.

Those delegates argued

that while public health is a
huge concern, they must
also focus on a wider range
of issues, all with an impact
on the quality of life in
Northwestern Ontario.

The doctor agreed that it
is unfair to have the costs
shifted to municipalities,
but adds it is the only rules
with which he can work.

He adds provincial
transfers to cover the cost of
unincorporated residents
have been frozen at just
over $1 million since 1991.

KDMA delegates later
passed two resolutions put
forward by the City of Dry-
den.

In one, the KDMA
agreed to ask the province
to take over complete fund-
ing of disease prevention
and health promotion ser-
vices in Ontario. A second
resolution asks the NHU to
reconsider the increases in
its 2004 budget. *




KDM. A resolves to band together to

[ foadlng of respons1b1ht1es

' '_:',..'westemHealthUmt(NWHU)'_

' Dr. Pete Sarsfield; He came to

- _town to tell pol:tlmans thata 36~

UNICIPALITIES'_'_H.

must join. together- -sary fo

‘and tell the: Provm-' - pay.in’
that}‘

“downloading services. on mi-

_nicipalities doesn’t work, ac- "

ik cordmgtoMPPHowardHamp—:ii‘;:

}:._:'stop de

“cial

Mlchael Pelham
' STAFF WRITER

Govemment

present mformatlon,- 3' to the:
Ontario’ Governmant as propf :
i that downleaclmg servmes such

per. cent fundmg levy is'neces=
umelpahtles : to,

lance, dayeare and other re- - |
sponmblhtles is too hunﬁll‘_‘to;-f.. g

_ton, who spoke last weekend at - - i
. the Kenora District Mumelpah__ S

Lj_txes Association’ (KDMA) an-~ -
- riual eonfereneem Sloux Laek- '

I:-.f_out-. S

the Provmcml Goveriihent to
*“take on.a greater- ﬁmdmg Toll.
.. He was & guest speaker on'-f_;_"
‘Feb. 7 atthe conference, hosted

" by ‘the Sioux Lookout municis

: pahty at the Sunset Inn. Alsoat -~
“the event was. Chief Medlcal'};-
Ofﬁcer of Health for theNorth— :

levy will poteritially eause 51g- L

1.—mc1paht1es and taxpayers.

“‘You can get more money . -~ \
out of unorgamzed aréas; but. . -
-it’s not going to. fix the prob— R
lem,” Hampton said. IRV
nificant hardship for local mu-~ . - “We’ve been pleadmg Wlth e
~the Province formor¢ moneyin™ " -
";the 10 yeam ‘T'vé been here,” -
e See BUDGET page? SR

The resolution: passed said the

.’-“.. .

“Every mumclpahty in 8

.....




| Years of 0 ta‘* hlkes

Kdralmng, mayor says

| BY BRYAN MEADOWS -
| NORTHWEST BUREAU

Citing years of 1o tax mcreases Fort

| .Frances mummpal council faces some
tough decisions in its budget dehbera
-tiongthis year. " =~

Mayor Dan ()nlchuk said yesterday
that six to seven years of no tax hikes

1 -has drained the berder town's ablhty to

ad]ust to higher operating costs. -

While inflation was running at one to -
two per cent several years ago, Onichuk

- said town council didn't pass on those

. costs, or-other levy hikes for policing, -

~ home for the aged, and other services to
. ratepayers. Instead, money. was taken
‘ out of reserves to balance the budget.

.Council is now faced with limited re-
serves -and limited’ ﬂex1b1hty in balanc—

“ing the budget, he said. - -~ .
“We've got a lot of work to do e

Council is to review a second budget
¢ draft this week in which department.
; managers have trimmied about $500,000 .
from the first draft which projected a--

~$2.8-million deficit. -

“We told managers to go and taKe a‘i

* hard look at (expenses) ..

. to come up’
with a bare bones/ absolute needs operat- -
ing budget,” Omichuk $aid, addmg, “It.

* would only be a guesstimate” at this,
point to speculate on a potential tax hike.

He said all options will be considered

B by couneil to balance the budget, includ-

ing higher user fees, increased. taxes,

- and possible cuts to town services.
*With the town's asséssment base, it |

takes a one-per-cent hike in munlclpal

‘taxes to raise $42,000 in revenue. -
Onichuk said the public will be 1n g

volved in the budget process. -
Council meetings are open and infor-

mation sessions are belng planned for

the coming weeks.

ly

&1

e

““We're going to shonf them” what the .

. costs are for running the municipality
and how outside agencies contribute to .
the town’s fmanmal picture, Omchuk 3

said.

per cent

- Last year Fort Frances ratepayers .
. were hit with.a tax hlke of almost seven
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Budget increase putting unbelievable pressure on municipalities

“ontinued from front
arsfield told the confer-
nce earlier when justify-
ng the need for 36 per cent
nore funding from each
(DMA municipality.

He said money has been
sked for unincorporated
reas thataren’t getting the
enefit of services bigger
owns are. Currently, 79
er cent of the NWHU’s
rograms, much like in the
est of the Province, are

eing carried out, even

hough provincial health
nits are mandated to carry
ut all of the programs.
“These are proven pro-
rams, they have proven
ffectiveness,” Sarsfeild
aid, pointing to a graph
hat shows overall, the
IWHU has received the
cast amount of funding
rom 1998 to 2002. Per
apita, ithas received about
he third or fourth least
ighestamount of funding.
Sarsfield also pointed
ut that life expectancy is
e lowest in Canada in
lorthwest Ontario.
“We’'ve received the
owest investment since
998,” he said. “This (36
er cent levy) is needed.”
Sarsfeild said he believes

RS S P

been saying, ‘let’s put this
in the lap of the Province.’
The province hasn’t
blinked. People have died,
not fictitious deaths, but
real deaths. Can we gam-
ble?”

If regional municipali-
ties do provide the 36 per
cent increase in funding,
he said mandated programs
for the NWHU will reach
85 per cent. However, it

wasn’t enough to convince
the majority of those in at-
tendance atthe conference.

“This 36 per cent in-
crease for the new budget
is putting unbelievable
pressure on municipali-
ties,” said Jerry O’Leary,
Mayor of Sioux Narrows.

Bill Brown, president of
the KDMA, -agreed with
what Hampton said about
lobbying the Province for

more assistance with these
kinds of issues.
“Wearealobbyingbody,
we should be doing more of
that,” said Brown, who is
also a councilor for Dryden.
“We take our unified voice
to Queens Park, to Parlia-
ment, for the betterment of
the region. In some cases
downloading can work, but
we're talking about issues
that are way beyond our

capabilities.”

He said that municipali-
ties in the Kenora district
should be receiving the
same services from the
NWHU as towns and cities
in other areas of the Prov-
ince.

John Albanese, Chair of
the NWHU board, was at
the conference and told

attendees before passing

the resolution to petition

the levy that the KDMA
needs to focus on lobbying
the province and not avoid-
ing the increase.

“We should lobby the
Province topay 100 percent
for the programs,” he said
afterwards in an interview.
“Municipalities have other
things on their plates. It’s
the province that mandates
the programs, they should

- look after the health unit.”
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OPP detective questions validity of racist letter

Mishkeegogamang
councillor calls for
public appeal for
information

by Adrienne Fox-Keesic
adriennef@wawatay.on.ca

After the Ontario
Provincial Police were
called to investigate the
origins of an Aug. 22, 2003
racist letter addressed to
Mishkeegogamang
“reserve leadership,” no
one could have guessed at
that time that the investi-

gation would head back

into the First Nation.

But in a Jan. 20, 2004 let-
ter addressed to Chief
Ronald Roundhead, titled
“Alleged Hate Crime
Investigation - Pickle
Lake,” Det. Sgt. Wade R.
Meeks from the Northwest
Region Crime Unit of the
OPP questions the validity

Coun Tom
Wasssaykeesic

of the letter after a key wit-
ness refused to undergo a
polygraph test. The wit-
ness, a Mishkeegogamang
band member, had been
the recipient of the anony-
mous Aug. 22 letter and
had forwarded the letter to
the chief and council.

In his Jan. 20 letter,
Meeks reiterated concerns
he had originally raised
with Roundhead during a

meeting held on Dec. 1,
2003.

“As you may recall,”
stated Meeks, “at our
meeting I expressed con-
cerns about the reliability
of information provided
by a key witness in this
matter.

“These concerns were
significant enough that I
asked this witness if they
would agree to take a
polygraph test to establish
that they were telling the
truth.”

After initially agreeing to
the polygraph, related
Meeks, the witness later
declined.

“"Obviously this causes
me even greater concern
about information provid-
ed by this witness.

“Despite all this,” he
continued, “an extensive
investigation has failed to

reveal any legitimate sus-.

pects who match the
description of the white

male descnbed by this wit-
ness.”

Meeks also explained
that even if the author of
the Aug. 22 letter was
found, according to a legal
opinion given by assistant
Crown attorney Rupert
Ross, “There would be no
reasonable prospect of
convicting him under the
‘hate mail” provision of ...
the Criminal Code.

“In essence,” quotes
Meeks, “we appear to
have someone writing a
letter which expresses his
own ‘hatred” and giving it
directly to a member of the
group he ‘hates’. As such,
it would be characterized
as a ‘private’ communica-
tion with no component of
trying to get other mem-
bers of the public riled up.
This communication, as
distasteful as it is, is not
proscribed by the Criminal
Code, as it focuses only on
the public promotion of

hatred.”

In addition, Ross advised
that the reference to
“shooting” made in the
Aug,. 22 letter, “is carefully

‘expressed not as a stated

intention but as a sugges-
tion only, and as the sug-
gestion of some other
person, not as the author
of the letter.” Ross said
that because the author
doesn’t use the suggestion
as his own, it would make
it problematic to go ahead

with a  “threatening
charge.”
Mishkeegogamang

Coun. Tom Wassaykeesic
doesn’t agree with the case
assessments by Meeks and
Ross.

He said the investigation
focused too heavily on the
Mishkeegogamang band
member who originally
passed the Aug. 22 letter to
the  Mishkeegogamang
leadership.

Wassaykeesic said some

of the statements made by
Meeks about the key wit-
ness “were very insult-
ing'll i

He says the decision by
the witness to decline a
polygraph test was well
within the rights of the
witness.

“Just like everybody ele~
in this country here, [t
person] has rights too.”

In addition, he said the
witness, whom he knows,
“would never put [them-
selves] or anybody else
through this kind of stress
and anxiety ....”

Wassaykeesic said he
approached Meeks with
two suggestions regarding
the investigation.

“What I suggested to
[Meeks] was ‘Why don't
you guys put outa ... pub-
lic appeal for information

. and I suggested they
should offer some kind of
a reward, just like w#~’
Crime Stoppers.”
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Board nixes |
area smoking ban

BY BRYAN MEADOWS
NORTHWEST BUREAU

The Ontario Health Services
Appeal and Review Board has
dealt a blow to the Northwestern
Health Unit’s push for smoke-free
spaces.

The three-member panel has
rescinded a workplace smoking-
ban issued last year by medical
officer of health Dr. Pete Sars-
field, stating that the order was
“beyond the scope of his authori-
ty under Section 13 of the Health
Protection and Promotion Act.”

In its almost 60-page decision
released yesterday, the appeal
board sided with Kenora-Rainy
River district bar and restaurant
owners who maintained that
Sarsfield lacked the authority to
ban smoking in their establish-

. ments.

Kenora pub owner Mark Bis-
sonette said he was pleased but
not surprised by the ruling.

“Right from the onset, we felt
that Sarsfield didn’t have the
power to make that decision.
This will hold him accountable.”

After Sarsfield was unable to
lobby district municipal leaders
to approve smoke-free spaces,
Bissonette said, he used the
Health Protection and Promotion

Act, which the panel said he did
not have the authority to do.

“We felt strongly that it wasn’t
up to the him to make the deci-
sion on his own. It is for elected
officials to do so,” Bissonette
said.

Bissonette is a member of the
Freedom of Choice Coalition, a
group of 19 restaurant and bar
owners who launched the appeal

after some members were
charged last year for failing to
comply with the order.

The amount of smoking in
those bars and restaurants isn’t
expected to change as the board
had granted a stay on the smok- .
ing ban during the appeal.

Health unit spokesman Bill
Limerick said he was disappoint-
ed by the decision. \

“We've lost the legislative part
of it. (But) I think we've gained a
lot,” Limerick said, noting
dozens of restaurants and bars in
the districts have gone smoke-
free since the health unit
launched its push.

Limerick said the board has
made “a narrow decision based
on-jurisdiction.” ‘

He did not rule out an appeal
to divisional court.

» Continued on page A5
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BY PRYAN MEADOWS -
NG WEST BUREAU -

Ontarlo Transportatmn Mmlster Harmder Takhar is-
' rev1ewmg Manitoba’s winter road exemptlon for drl
-ving time limits on truck operators. :
|, Andhehas sent officials to Pickle Lake to dlscuss the
|. limits with trucking companies.

"NDP Leadei Howard Hampton sald'yesterday he met'

| Wednesday with Takhar and was assured the ministry
1 “would look at the Manitoba trucking’ regulatmns right
| away”

, Mmlstry spokeswoman Danna O’Brlen said Takhar
; recognizes the importance of gettmg supphes mto re-
| ‘mote communities in a timely fashion.

" Hampton trucking operators and provmctal pohce
all believe Ontario’s 60-hour driving limit placed on

“transport operators. travelling over wmter roads in

Northern Ontario is restrictive. :
Hampton sa1d the minisiry is sendmg two people to

B : Plckle Lake “to go through the issue. w1th truckmg oper:
_ " ators, provineial police and the community” to deter-

" mine if the Manltoba exemptlon addresses the local
matter.

Manitoba's wmter road permlt allows transport dr1-

‘Vers to be on duty for 15 Hours, including 13 hours of

driving, with eight hours of sleep. -

‘The exemption applies to the period of time the dri-.

ver is on a winter road system and for an additional four

hours, from the time the driver leaves a winter road and :

drives oh a provincial roadway.

.. The permit restricts a motor carrier from request

ing, or permlttmg a transport operator to drive whlle fa
tigied.” -

In.formatloh accompanymg the Manitoba w1nter_
road permit states that.its purpose “is to recognize the

practical time and operating difficulties encountered on
winter roads in relation to the urgency and necessity of

resupplymg the 1solated oommumtles on' the wmter

LR

mter road limits under study

road system ‘
Citing “a six- -week wmdow” to transport goods over_ .

Northern Ontario winter ice roads, Hampton has been
pushing for exemptions after being contacted by area -
truckers thisweek, -0 * -

. “The limit on driving time is there to protect the pub- -
lic and the rest of us on very busy highways. The reality
‘i8, on winter roads no.one else is there,” he said.~ k

_Trucking operators told Hampton that until last
week, poliee had rarely enforced the 60-hour-per-week '
transport-driving maxlmum on winter roads north of

Pickle Lake. - :

Pickle Lake fuel dealer-Carter Rice said “it’s not hard

to eat up 60 hours, especially when the trucks are travel- -

ling between 10 and 15 km/1 on these bushroads,” .
Pickle Lake OPP Sgt. Dwight Monck said the “two :

day winter road initiative (conducted last week) . .
more of educytion, than enforcement.” Three tlckets for
.log book inﬁ'actlons were issued. . S
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Province
has $1M
more for
telehealth
in NWO

BY BRYAN MEADOWS
NORTHWEST BUREAU

The province Will provide
more than $1 million to improve
health care access for residents
of 19 remote First Nations in
Northwestern Ontario, Northern

* Development and Mines Minister
Rick Bartolucei said yesterday.

The Northern Ontario Her-
itage Fund will invest $1.093 mil-
lion in telehealth services to link
the communities to the Northern
Ontario Remote Telecommunica-
tions Health (NORTH) Network.

The NORTH Network is a
telemedicine project that cur-
rently provides consultations |
and continuing education to 38
rural and remote communities in
Northern Ontario.

In announcing the funding in
Red Lake, Bartolucci said the
Liberal government is delivering
on a promise to provide quality
health care to people wherever
they live.

The Keewaytonook Oki-
makanak Chiefs Council will
help facilitate the NORTH Net-
work’s expansion into the 19 com-
munities. Telehealth isn’t new to

the council, which has developed
and operated a two-year pilot pro-
ject in five of its six member com-
munities.

Health Minister  George
Smitherman noted that the tele-
health services will be working
together with the Northern On-
tario Medical School to improve
health care for all northerners.

mhe NORTH Network was de-




