Understanding the lo—

cal Liberal Party -

Mr. Bruyere needs toun- -

. derstand, fromthe local Lib-

. Over the past several years
: he has been highly critical -

 eral Party perspective, what
Charles Fox’s candidacy re-

ally represented to the peo-

ple who have been Liberals -
inthisriding foralong time. -

Mr. Fox’s new found af-

¢ finity to Liberal values is a

. relatively recent develop-
: ment in his political career.

* of Liberal party policy and

" platform, always quick to
- suggest that the party and
#* §its member of parliament

.Hewasonthe front
eofprotestsandralliesto
ndemn Liberal party
O licy and initiatives.

- | It may come as a sur-

that the local riding
~kal foot soldiers of the

‘garty. All of them are vol-
J/unteers. Many of them have

. invested years of volunteer

. time and effort in their lo-

cal association and elec-

" tion campaigns. These are

~Fise to Mr. Fox and his -

sociation includes. the -

not people who delve into

the intrigues of power bro-.
ker politics at the highest

level - they are cominitted,

-loyal, and have been proud
tocall themselves Liberals -
for many years. In many

cases, all their lives. - .
T have held a member-

‘ship in the local Liberal as-

sociation for 15 years, have

been a monthly financial.
-contributor for most of that -

time, have volunteered for
the past three campaigns,
and have helped to coordi-
nate more fundraisers that I

‘can remember. In all this
-time I cannotremember Mr.
" Fox taking an active inter-

estinany aspectoftheparty.

‘Indeed, our invitations to

him as the Grand Chief of
NAN to attend fundraisers,

- usually with the offer of a .

complimentary ticket, were
rebuffed. He has never held
amembership before he as-

piredtothenominatlon,has ,

never made a donation,
poundedmacampalgnmgn,

- or attended an annual gen- -

eral meeting. In fact, Mr.

- Fox never approached the

local organization for his

‘own membership, He be-

Letters to t“e Edltor E

‘came 2 Liberal through the .

auspices of the Aboriginal

Peoples’ Commission ofthe
.party. Itis littlewonder then,
thatlocal Liberals regarded

Mr. Fox’s sudden interest

in Liberalism and the ap-"
parent endorsement of the

Prime Minister’s Office, as

_ both a surprise and an at-
_tempt at a hostile take over |
‘of the local organization by

outside interests.

Buying a brand new

membership does not con-

stitute “paying one’s dues”

politically. Mr. Valley has
served for many years as a
Liberal volunteer and sup-
porter, in both the federal

.and provincial wings of the

Liberal Party. He has estab-

lished relationships with the

people who form the core
support of the party appara-

tusintheriding, Ofthethree
_ individuals who sought the

nomination, there was no
one more qualified to carry

‘the Liberal banner in the

upcoming federal election.

Mr. Fox and his team:

need toreflecton theirown
motivations before they

criticize (again) the Lib-

_eral Party in this riding. .

Sl B\,U“Q’J’W\ .

ﬂpv Ry "/ '
The pathtopowerisa long
road that requires years of
commitment, service, and
the successful forging of
relatmnshlps throughout -

- the riding. Mr; Fox’s con- -
tinudl attacks on the sitting. -

Liberal member of parlia-
ment hardly ingratiated him .

. tolocal Liberals. While the

alleged blessing of the -

. Prime Minister may count - .
for something in Ottawa,

campaigning on the basis

‘of that endorsement
showedafundamentallack . -

of respect for the local Lib-
erals in this riding. That
they should uitimately sup- -
port a candidate who they
have worked with for years

.and who has earned their :

respect is appropriate.
Thereal testof Mr. Fox’s

commitment to the Liberal -

Party will be whether or
not he finally shows dur-
ing this campaign to make
sure that the Kenora riding
sends a Liberal to Ottawa.
If he doesn’t, and all his o
supporters turn away from - - -
the party, then we will
know that his cand:dacy o
was not. smcerc

Patti Skillen .~
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AASE he community __near . the |
INNIPEG — A notthern Mar .. S3Skatchewan boundary, 1,150 kilomie-
WINNIPEG — A northern Manitoba tres northwest of Winnipeg, lost its last .
- Imayor begged the province yesterday to - active mine several years ago, . o
clean up-toxic' mine tailings he says-are “ - Since then, a raﬂWaY-lile-td‘ the next
 Killing the community dvine a1 largest community has shut down and. .
.. ."At this point; we're dying -a 'SIOW"',.thei:ODlybank machine in the region isto -
* death,”. said Lynn Lake Mayor Audie . be:pulled out next month, About 2,000
Dulewich, who met with five provineial people have left in the last 15 years and
: cabinet ministers, “Absolutely nothing _the town’s population is now at about 700, -
| liveson the tailings ” ST s e, YN Lake ‘sits. on the edge of 22
. Dulewichi'said 20 peop a.three- tonngs of ‘contaminated tailings cover. -
block area developed cancer, a rate Trent ing 212 lectares. Much of the waste dates . |
_(Iilqiygrs.itm professor, Tom :Hutchinsen “back to copper and ginc mining in the * [

to cleai ilp
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Kenora district
smoking ban issue
may still have spark

BY BRYAN MEADOWS
NORTHWEST BUREAU

The smouldering issue of a smoking
ban in the Kenora district may still have
some spark.

The Ontario Ministry of the Attorney
General has requested a judicial review
of a decision made by the Health Ser-
vices Appeal and Review Board (HSARB)
in February.

That decision stated that medical offi-
cer of health Dr. Pete Sarsfield over-
stepped his authority when he issued a
smoking ban for district public places.

In an application to the Superior
Court of Justice (Divisional Court), the
ministry argues the appeal board erred
in its final decision on Sarsfield’s author-
ity and its interpretation of the Health

rotection and Promotion Act (HPPA),
the Tobacco Control Act, the Smoking in
the Workplace Act and section 115 of the
Municipal Act.

Ministry officials noted that the
province can’t appeal the decision direct-
1y to the review board, but does have the
right under common law to apply for a
review of the case by the court.

The ministry wants the court to toss

out the board’s decision and order the ap-
peal and review board to reconsider the
case.

Officials with the Northwestern
Health Unit weren’t commenting on the
matter last last week.

“I really can’t say anything,” re-
marked spokesman Bill Limerick.

Earlier, the health unit decided not ap-
peal the HSARB’s decision after the
Health ministry turned down a funding
request for $100,000 in legal fees for an
appeal,

In its February decision, the HSARB
ruled that Sarsfield’s smoking ban was
“beyond the scope of his authority under
section 13 of the HPPA.”

The three-member panel agreed with
19 Kenora-Rainy River district bar and
restaurant owners who maintained that
Sarsfield lacked the authority to ban
smoking in their establishments.

Panel members stated that a medical
officer of health’s mandate — with re-
spect to general health concerns associ-
ated with smoking — is to promote
smoke-free living through co-operation
and education and assistance in the en-
forcement of other provincial legislation
such as the Tobacco Control Act.




Snow melts, ““ire coticerns’

BY BRYAN MEADOWS
NORTHWEST BUREAU

While there is still ice on area
lakes and snow in the bush, MNR
fire crews have already taken ac-
tion on four wildfires in the
Northwest region,

And the 2004 fire season is only
two weeks old, :

As the snow melts, “it trans-
lates into fire concerns for us,”
fire information officer Deb

MacLean said Friday,

Dryden and Nipigon districts
have so far had one fire each, while
the Kenora district hag had two
grass/brush fires out of control.

“We've had no major size (of
fires) yet, but any fire is a concern
when they are uncontained,”
MacLean said. Gt

“(Even) a small grass fire has
the potential to inflict harm on
People,” she said, noting that last
year in the Kenora area a small

grass fire started a house fire
with tragic results,

MNR fire officials recommend
people burning brush and grass
use extreme caution, ;

Ontario forest fire regulations
are now in effect, meaning no
burning is allowed between two
hours before sunrise and two
hours before sunset.

MacLean added that Deople us-

ing outdoor wood furnaces

should check their equipment to

ensure it's operating properly
and that there is no combustible
material nearhy,

Last year a fire caused by
sparks from an outdoor stove in
the Fort Frances area cost more
than $100,000 to put out,

Meanwhile, the MNR’s fire-
fighting force of 114 four-person
fire ranger crews is returning in
stages, as is the ministry’s air ar-
senal of seven CL-415 water-
bombers, and two twin-otter

arise in Northwest &

waterbombers,
The MNR's two fire trucks
used to attack brush and grass -

fires burning along roadways are

operational. :

Waterbombers will he brought
into service as soon as the ice
melts off area lakes, officials said.

Last year, 757 fires blackened E‘o'
more than 280,000 hectares in the
Northwest Fire Region — an area O,
stretching from about Marathon ~C
to the Manitoba border.

i
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Residents plan to set up shop in Northwest

BY CATHI AROLA
THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL

It's not news that more than
30,000 Thunder Bay residents are
on waiting lists for family doc-
tors, says the nurses registry, but
the fact that two young physi-
cians are preparing to set up
practice here is news — good
News.

Programs like the Northwest-
ern Ontario Medical Programme
aim to reduce the number of peo-
ple without a doctor by helping to
convince resident doctors to
practice in the region.

As they near the end of the
first year of their residency, Jane
Slivechak and Alyssa Boyd are
leaning toward staying in Thun-
der Bay.

Slivchak, who’s originally
from the city, plans to practice
family medicine here while Boyd
is becoming more and more at
home in the Northwest.

“It’s nice to be home — I love
this city,” Slivchak, 26, said yes-
terday:

“My family is here, so it’s im-
portant for me to stay here for
those reasons.”

Boyd, al-

},a.% # 80 26, hails

.+ from Toron-
to and
after
spend-
ing eight months in the region
has decided that she wants to
practise in a small town.

“The longer I'm up here the
more I want to stay,” Boyd said.

“There is just so much to do up
here and everyone is so welcom-
ing — it’s a great place to practise
medicine.”

The McMaster University’s
medical school students still have
a year to go before they’d be certi-
fied by the the College of Family
Physicians of Canada.

Affiliated with McMaster’s
family medicine postgraduate
program, NOMP offers practical
training in family medicine. Edu-
cational programming is admin-

fmn.on.c

BRENT LINTON/THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL

First-year medical resident students Alyssa Boyd, left, and Jane Slivchak look over an X-ray at
Thunder Bay’s Health Sciences North yesterday.

istered through Health Sciences
North on Lakehead University’s
campus.

Eleven students from medical
schools across the country are in
the first year of the program,
practising in Thunder Bay,
Atikokan, Dryden, Fort Frances,
Geraldton, Kenora, Marathon,
Nipigon, Red Lake, Schreiber,
Sioux Lookout and Terrace Bay.

“Here you have an opportunity
to get a lot more hands-on experi-

~ence than you would in a tertiary
#*care centre,” Boyd said, compar-
ing this experience to other resi-

dent settings where students
compete with each other.

Boyd said that four-month
placements in rural settings can
be challenging. While doing a
surgery placement in Fort
Frances in the dead of winter,
she experienced -50 C tempera-
tures and short daylight hours.

She also experienced the
warmth of the community, re-
ceiving invitations for home-
made dinners, for example.

“The communities are so wel-
coming — everyone knows who
you are,” she said.

Before the students can prac-
tice medicine on their own, they
have to complete the second part
of their physician licensing
board exam and a family medi-
cine exam.

“We're working but we're also
still students — we have academ-
ic responsibilities as well,” |
Slivchak said.

The Canadian Journal of Rur-
al Medicine says the program is
the most successful rural resi-
dency program in Canada based

- on the percentage of graduates

working in rural settings.

]




= Y Pickle
Lake

By Graeme Mackechnie

b |

- J ELCOME to
all the new
employees at

ya - Dave
onald, Jeff Hoar,
"homas and Nelson
y. We’re gaining
but losing one.
le Sveklaisleaving
May 1. Good-bye
le and remember to

send us CARE parcels.
There is a group in drill-
ing at the Crow. Placer
Dome hasbeen encouraged
to investigate the possibil-
ity oftaking the Crow prop-
erty over and we Pickle
Lakers are keeping our fin-
gers crossed — we’ve been
waiting some time now
since Noramco was in.

Town Council met with
Musselwhite manager Dan
Gagnon. Council had lost
touch with the mine man-
agement since Colin Seeley
leftand thought it was time
to renew old friendships.
Many subjects were cov-
ered from new promising
developments at the gold
mine to the chances of
opening up summer place-
ments for our students, as
well as-apprenticeship op-
portunities.

Hello to Leon Spade —
winter road traffic is over
for another year. Half ton

traffic is still coming into
Pir" e from Weagamow.
TL _ceis good forice fish-
ing, so reports Mike
Menard. Mike lost his
Pickle Lake citizenship
when he deserted us for
Thunder Bay but we wel-
come him and his wallet
back as tourista.

Kelvin and Linda
Schmeichel are going on
the road to sell for FINE
FOODS - they have
brought in two new people
to manage their store here
inPickle. Welcometo Lela
and Morgan.

Abby and Rita Brazeau
had a full house for Easter.
Armand, Noreen, Mark,
Erin and Reese were in to
visit and put on the feed
bag — Chef Eric?

I see there is lots of ac-
tion at the former Bud
Langley houses. They’ve
been sold and are in the
process ~ of  being
renovated...and yes it is
nice to sec someone else
putting down roots in
Pickle Lake.

The Easter supper at the
hall organized by the

Continued on page 9
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. Continued from page 4

P_Tck‘ e
Lake

By Graeme
Mackechnie

Zabels and Bottles, with a
10st of volunteers pitching
n, was super. More than
140 meals, soI’mtold. The
supper was organized to
yrovide an Easter meal for
‘hose who might not have
1ad one and for those who
~ould have been alone for
Easter. Thumbs up to the
volunteers and contributors
~ho made this meal possi-
sle for the not so fortunates.

There was a shooting
lown in Osnaburgh last
week. The perpetrator was
juickly apprehended and
he victim medivaced to

Thunder Bay hospital. Get
well wishes to Lance who
is recovering in the Thun-
der Bay hospital.

Rachelle will soon be
making Danny a proud
papa and, of course,
Laureen a new grandma —
oh how time doth fly.

It’s time to get organ-

ized. First meeting of the
Sumr  Blackfly Festival
was April 15. There will be
more! Is there an event you
would like to see or to or-
ganize? Watch for
postings. There will be
more meetings and... vol-
unteers make things hap-
pen so come on out.



Taxes, user fees going up
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Thursday, April 22, 2004

BY BRYAN MIEADOWS
NORTHWEST BUREAU

Dryden ratepayers will be hit with a
six-per-cent municipal tax hike and
higher user fees this year.

Finanece chairman Brian Collins told
council that the $21.8-million budget in-
cludes $6.6 million for capital and $15.2
in operating expenditures.

“The municipal operations pretty
iuch hold the line on all the traditional
programs and operations that we have
run in the past,” Collins said in his bud-
get address.

“We always have a challenge to main-
tain these programs to accommodate ne-

gotiated wage increases and the outside
budget demands from the various
boards,” he said, noting that levies from
agencies such as the Northwestern
Health Unit, District of Kenora Home for
the Aged Board and Kenora District Ser-
vices Board account for 5.4 per cent of
the tax hike.

The hike means $114 per year more in
taxes for a residential property valued at
$200,000. !

“In order to keep budgets for water,
sewer and garbage manageable, we have
had to pass on increases for these ser-

vices,” Collins said.

User fee hikes include: 25 cents more
for a garbage bag tag, to $1.75 each; a 13-
per-cent increase in landfill tipping fees;
a 10-per-cent water rate hike; a sewer
rate increase from 84 to 90 per cent of the
water rate; a five-per-cent hike in child
care fees; and five to seven per cent more
for arena use.

Most user fees hikes kick in July 1.

“(All municipalities) are wrestling.

with the same problems,” Collins said.
“There is almost not enough people to
pay for the cost of (municipal) services.”

Capital projects planned for 2004 in-
clude $921,000 to renovate the public
safety building; $379,000 to resurface east

Dryden roads and Lakeside Drive and to
build a sidewalk along Highway 17;
sewage treatment plant improvements
worth $388,000; and a new Wabigoon Dri-
ve sewage lift station.

To balance the budget, Collins said,
some capital projects have been post-
poned and operating budgets “have flat-
lined.”

“We are basically squeezing the same
dollars to run our programs and services
at the same (level as last year),” he said,
adding current service levels and pro-
grams are intact.

City manager Arie Hoogenboom said
Dryden still enjoys the lowest taxes in
Northwestern Ontario.
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West Nile mosquito
trapping project grows

Health units set up program in more areas

BY BRYAN MEADOWS
NORTHWEST BUREAU

The Northwestern Health Unit plans
to expand its mosquito trapping pro-
gram to detect West Nile virus in the
Kenora and Rainy River districts.

The health unit will also continue a
public awareness campaign and a dead-
bird surveillance program this year.

Health unit spokesman Al Mathers
said yesterday that staff plan to expand
the mosquito trap program to Dryden
and Fort Frances.

Last year, the health unit ran the pro-
gram in Kenora.

Mathers said there were no positive
results for mosquitoes in the 2003 study:

Some of that may be attributed to the
“low number of mosquitoes we caught
last year,” he said, adding that with this
year being more conducive to mosquito
propagation, “it will be interesting to see
what comes out of the study.”

The health unit’s 11-week mosguito
trapping season begins the first week in
July.

Mathers explained that mosquitoes
are trapped at night and sent by courier
to Brock University where they are test-
ed for the virus.

Last year, 10 of 71 dead birds collected
in Kenora and Rainy River tested posi-
tive for West Nile. That 14-per-cent infec-
tion rate is roughly the provincial aver-
age, Mathers said.

There have been no human cases of
West Nile in the two districts. :

Likewise, a $150,000 study by the
Thunder Bay District Health Unit and
Lakehead University — assessing the
risk of West Nile infection in the Thun-
der Bay area — showed that nobody con-
tracted West Nile in the region last year.

It also showed that none of the 1.5 per
cent of mosquitoes gathered in the re-
gion capable of giving the virus to birds
were infected. And, of the 95 birds tested
for West Nile, only two tested positive.

The province requires health units
across Ontario to consider using pesti-
cides to kill mosquitoes only if mosqui-
toes or humans are infected with the
virus.

No pesticide use is planned this year
by either the Thunder Bay or Northwest-
ern health units, just as none were used
last year.

Like the Kenora and Rainy River dis-
tricts, surveillance will be expanded
near Thunder Bay via more mosquito
traps.

There will also be a toll-free phone
number for area residents to call to re-
port dead crows, ravens and blue jays.

The number for reporting dead birds
will be made public before the Victoria
Day long weekend.

The two health units recommend peo-
ple don’t handle dead birds, but call the
nearest office to have a staff member
pick up the birds.



packe
retailers, contractors, _
and restaurant owners

gta*ees and decoratlve banners on the
main drag.

The town is also encouragmg Penln-
sula Road property owners to do their

part by planting flowers a_nd keeping

storefronts neat and tidy,

~ Some business operators';é.t the meet-
ing seemed to agree with: the plan, say- -
ing the commercial strip' immediately -

following: the golf course gives tourists a
poor first impression.

“They come into fown . .. and it 1ook§ _. There Wil'l; be pub

like a dump,” said Dale Svenkeson
Town chief administrator Sharor
cio said the municipality wantst

in co-operation with merchants, but is
prepared to invoke the local property’

standards bylaw to T ':;streets of eye-
sores.

“The (bylaw) says you have 0 keep
your property half-decent,” Hacio told

the meeting, which included town coun-.

011 members,
The town has also launched a husx—

“debt, it wants to get into th

* May. 25, would affect’ restan
dgﬂsughnuts shops, but. nr.at bars an
h

i “Now that the town has )

ness,-” admonished Tom Duh
Duhalme sald the mun

town’s existing opera
won’t cause taxes to ris

van addEd L ' o
Meanwhﬂe _n s proposed

smoking bylaw was' mtroduced last-

nlght DR

_ The sﬂver bylaw, to be put.
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Area pet owners flock to Sioux Lookout for veterinary services

Tim Brody
StarF WRITER

R. CLAYTON
Schneider of
Dryden Veteri-

nary Services and his staff
were keptbusy May 14 and
15 in Sioux Le~kout dur-
ing which tin. .chneidc

said 150 people took their
pets to his Companion
Animal Mobile Unitwhich
was set up in the CN park-

ing lot beside the Bank of
Montreal.

Headded that many peo-
ple who came brought more
than one pet and he and his
staff were keptbusy from 9
a.m. to 11 p.m. on Friday
and 11:30a.m.to 9 p.m.on
Saturday.

Schneider said that he
and his staff provided pets
with routine preventive
care in the form of shots
and performed minor sur-

geries such as spaying and
neutering.

Schneider said Dryden
Veterinary Services has
been coming to Sioux
Lookout for over 25
years.

Hudson resident June
Holmes was one of the
visitors to the Companion
Animal Mobile Unit
Sunday along with her
dog Peaches who was
there to receive yearly
shots.

Holmes commented of
the veterinary service com-
ing to Sioux Lookout in-
stead of her having to go to
Dryden, “It’s great. It’s a
long trip for the animals to
gothat far especially if they
are sick.”

She mentioned that she
has been going to see the
vet when he is in Sioux
Lookout eversince her dog
was born two and a half
years ago.

Lorraine Lacosse of

Sioux Lookout also went
to see the vet on Saturday
along with her dog
Sammy, so her dog could
receive shots and a
checkup.

“I think it is wonderful,”
she commented of the vet-
erinary service coming to
Sioux Lookout.

“It’s nice not to have to
drive to Dryden,” she
added.

Judy Henrickson of
Sioux Lookout who took

her dog Shaboo to receive
shots agreed it was
nice to be able to take
her pet to Sioux Lookout
to see the vet rather
than have to drive to
Dryden.

Dryden Veterinary
Services will be back
in Sioux Lookout on
June 18. Anyone
planning to see the vet
is asked to make an
appointment by calling
223-2484.



Evér*y time he went ba-ck'--
down my heart just stopped

Continued from front
‘Prince both received that
tecognition for a separate
incident, as well as the St.
John’s Ambulance Certifi-
cate of Commendation for
the ActofLifesaving. They
assisted in the rescue of an
unconscious man who was
knocked from his boat.
When they heard the sound
of a collision and then saw
~ aboat circling with no pas-
‘'senger, they came to the
_ rescue of the man floating
n the water, helping to get
him to safety.

Sioux Lookout OPP Ser-
geant Brian McLure was
honoured with a 20-year
service pin.

“Before Irescued the guy,
I'd say about every ten sec-

onds he’d go under the wa-

ter, and [’d just try to en-
courage him (o stay up,”
Franklin recounted of the

-incident in Pickle Lake.

“Every time he went back
downmy heartjuststopped.”

Franklin grabbed a
skidoo suit and the only
boat available — a 16 foot
aluminium boat —and pad-
dled out using only one oar.

After struggling to get the -

drowning victim into the

boat, he handed the man a -

rope and tried unsuccess-
fully to tow him to shore. It
took a second attempt to
pull the man on board,
which almost capsized
Franklin’s boat, before fi-
nally succeeding to pull
him to safety. He took the
hypothermic man to shore

where paramedicsattended

to the man.

“It’s something that'sex-
pectedofusto do,”Franklin, .
“who’s been an officer for .
two years, says about the .
event. “It’s something any-

one would have done.” -

From Bourget, a 30
minute drive east of Ot-
tawa, Franklin is servinga :
two year term at Pickle
Lake and said he’s already
signed up for a second two
year term because he is |
‘enjoying the position.

Sergeant Brian McLure
has been with the OPP for
20 years, and said he was
honoured when hereceived
his 20 year pin at the
Kenora ceremony. He
started his carcer on the

London police force, which |

was amalgamated with

ILjoy

SL Blerin

Kincardine in 1997. He’s
been serving as sergeant
with the Sioux Lookout
OPP for three years.

“It feels good to be rec-
ognized,” he said.

Looking back, he said
he’s had so many experi-
ences it’s hard to pinpoint
highlights, but mentions
helping citizens as one re-

‘warding aspect of the job.

“Now I get to help fel-

-



National Aboriginal Day
June 21, 2ond |

’ National Abonglnal Day g an opportunity for'all- - e
_Cmadians to. gain an underetandingand - - - w -
: appmclation af the cullurn of the earliest Lo







