} ':to‘ take: part- .
in mlneral development act1v1tles 1n the- -

The Mmlstry of No_rthern Deve_ pment'=

and Mines has 51gned"an agreement Wlth: ]

“Kasabonika ;

" First-Nation. a1med t '
strengthenmg

:'O_ur community has
chosen to be actively -
“engaged resource’
_ " _.;development especzally ,.
committed to Workmg-.:v i -mineral exploration, -
| . with remote northern, b d to buil d
' First-Nations:commu- .. Decause we need to bui
., hifiestobuildastrong * our- own g¢conomic future
and-trustmg relation- S ari ]
ship;” “Northern  De
N velopment and: Ml .
* Minister ' Rick ™ Bar- "
. tolucei said Tuesday, .
L Thes memorandum
~signed. yesterday "_'by
.Bartolicei <
: _Kasabomka

~ ing new: econemlc op-.
_ portumtl 5 to th‘e-:,j

B "Gordon Andorson |
Chief of Kasabomka Ftrst Natzon i

_These_projects will h“lp K

i standtng that may foster ecanomlc growth, - Lake beneflt fmm

St 0ur. commumty has chosen to.be ac-
tlvely engaged in resource development
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Task force cims
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ore quake ac

MEADOWS
T BUREAU -

den anea is fast becommg a hot bed of
vity

e small earthquakes shook homes south
imunity- last week, and seismologists
yet if the area has felt the last of the _

ams, 4 spokesman for the Geological So--
nada, said Tuesday that “Sometimes we

, of (SEISmlc) act1v1ty” in N orthern On

tario: ©
“We don’t know if this wﬂl contmue or not "

-~ Earthquakes of 1.7-, 1.5-, 0.9- and 1.8-magnitude-
were felt last Wednesday by residents-south:of Diy- -

" den‘at 1:07 p.m., 1:35 p.m., 1:49 p.m. and 5:33 p.m., re-

_spectively. Some people heard a loud noise, llke an’

explosion.

On Nov. 24, a few homes shook and 4 large bang. =

was heard about 8:30 p.m., durmg a l.5-magnitude

earthquake which had an eplcentre three kilome-

tres south of the city

The Geologlcal Surve'y of Canada s (GSC) web .

site (htl:p //gsc nrean. gc ca’ ) says 1t was the second

" “of two seismic events that week in the area. A 1.6
- magnitude quake hit 57 km south of Sioux- lookout ‘

at'about 4 p.m. fwo days before.:

- Nortliern Ontario experiences about 40 small
. earthquakes a-year. They are fairly shallow and af-
‘fect a relatively small area. :

Adams said the latest shaking could be reminis-
cent of what happened a few vears ago-in the Sioux

Lookout-area wher several small earthquakes oc‘ ,
- curred over the course of a year.-

He explalned that the area is “a pretty stable

area” of Canadlan Shzeld rock and that shallow
seismic events are normally associated with blast- -
ing due to road constructlon or mine and quarry
work.. .

-He said a check is underway to deternune :

. whether someone is blasting in the Dryden area, to

ensure the latest tremors were in fact causeﬂ by
earthquakes.. . v
Adams said the earthquakes are hkely aesocmted ‘

7.w1th the Mid-Atlantic ridge and West Coast plate
. ‘squeezing the continent and the Canadian Shield.

* “It means the brittle crust is cracking a little hit.’f
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BY BRYAN MEADOWS
NORTHWEST BUREAU

How to stop the bleedihg?
That'’s' what Kenora residents were asking them-
selves Thursday following the news that Abitibi-Con-

“solidated Inc. will permanently shut down its

newsprint mill there, throwing 340 people out of work.
“It's not fun. This is getting serious,” Mayor Dave
Canfield said Thursday.
“We plan to regroup and take a look at a lot of
things,” Canfield said. “We have to talk to the company
.. and discuss with government what the options are.”
While the company has indicated it doesn’t want to
sell the mill, Canfield said it should be one of the op-
tions considered. _
~ However, Communications, Energy and Paperwork-
ers Unioh spokesman Cec Makowski said the prospect
of “alternative ownership is facing big obstacles.”
“Number 1, the company’s refusal to sell, and there’s
! notabig lmeup of mdustw players lookmg to buy a pa-
per mill.”

The company and representatives of six unions had
met-on and off over the last few weeks to try and hash
out a deal to save the mill, The'talks began shortly after

“the company announced in July that it planned to shut
.down one paper machine on Oct. 23, and idle another.

Makowski said the talks collapsed last week after the
company tabled a document full of concessions.

“I think the unions tried their best in both locations

" (Abitibi is also shutting down a mill in Newfoundland)

Mill closure rocks Kenor

CP'FILE PHOTO

Abltlbl-Consohdated Inc s paper mill in Kenora‘

: along with the company’s plant in Stephenvﬂle,

N.L.,is permanently ¢losing.

to find solutlons ” he said. “I's not up to'the workers to
subsidize an industry that has failed to invest and that
government pOllCleS have put behind the eight hall ”
The latter issue is what.exasperates Canfield.
“T don’t think the government knows what's gomg on’
.. where to take action.”

Thlrty paper machines have been idled across the -
cbuntry over the past year, he said. “I don’t know where
{the forest 1ndustry) is going to (end up). There are so
many unknowns.”

NDP Leader Howard Hampton, MPP for Kenora rid-

" ing, said the closure shows that the provincial and fed-

eral governments’ forestry plans aren’t working. .

Makowski maintained that the company’s failure to
invest in Kenora, combined with factors influencing
the industry such as the high Canadian dollar, and a
lack of tangible incentives from government “spelled
disaster for the mill,”

Canfield added that city councﬂ plans to get “very ag-
gressive” over the next year to try and diversify Keno-
ra's economy and atiract new investment.

‘Makowski said CEP will try to get “significant” sev-
erance packages for the mill's employees.

Calling Abitibi's decision “completely unwarrant-
ad,” he said the company “had better do the right thing
for the traumatic effects the layoff will have on their
employees.”

Abitibi spokesman Denis Leclerc told The Canadlan
Press that several factors worked against the Kenora
mill, including the steady increase in the Canadian dol-

. lar, a declining newsprint market, the financial situa-

tion of the company, and the lack of an agreement with

" unions over an operational structure.

Abitibi-Consolidated will also close its mill in
Stephenville, N.L,, after failing to find cost-cutting solu-
ticns to make that operation viable.

" The Newfoundland mill employed about 300 people.
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BY BRYAN MEADOWS

' NORTHWEST BUREAU -

How to stop the bleeding? '

That's what Kenora residents were asking them-

selves Thursday following the news that Abitibi-Con-_ ‘

solidated Inc. will - permanently’ shut down its

' newsprint mill there, throwing 340 people out of work:

R

«[t's pot fun., This is getting serious,” Mayor Dave

‘Canfield said Thursday.

“We plan to regroup and také a look at a lot of

things,” Canfield said. “We have to talk to the company

... and discuss with government what the options are.”
While the company has indicated it doesn’t want to
cell the mill, Canfield said it should be one of the op-
tions considered. : U _
- However, Communications, Energy and Paperwork-
ers Unioh spokesman Cec Makowski said the prospect
‘alternative ownership is facing big obstacles.”

~ Number 1, the company’s refusal to sell, and there’s -
not a big lineup of industry players looking tobuy apa-

per mill.” - S
The company and representatives of six unions had

| met on and off over the last few weeks to try and hash
- out a deal to save the mill. The talks began shortly after

. the company announced in July that it planned to shut
_.down one paper machine on Oct. 23, and idle another.

Makowski said the talks collapsed last week after the

- company tabled a document full of concessions.

«I think the unions tried their best in both locations

 (Abitibi is also shuiting down a mill in Newfoundland)
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Abitibi-Consolidated Inc.’s paper mill in Kenora,
along with the company’s plant in Stephenville,
N.L., is permanently closing.

to find solutions,” he said. “It’s not up to the workers to

subsidize an industry that has failed to invest and that

government policies have put behind the eight ball.”
The latter issue is what exasperates Canfield. -

] dor’t think the government knows what’s going on ’

"...where to take action.”
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rocks Kenora

* Thirty paper machines have been idled across the
country over the past year, he said. “T don’t know where
{the forest industry) is going to (end up). There are so -
many unknowns.” S : :
. “NDP Leader Howard Hampton, MPP for Kenora rid-
ing, said the closure shows that the provincial and fed-
eral governments’ forestry plans aren’t working.

Makowski maintained that the company’s failure to

_ invest in Kenora, combined with factors influencing’
the industry such as the high Canadian dolar, and a

lack. of ‘tanigible incentives from government “spelled

- disaster for themill,” =«

“Canfield added that city council plans to get ‘very ag
gressive” over the next year 10 try and diversify Keno-
ra’s econonty and attract new investment, '

~“Makowski said CEP will try to get “significant” sev-

erance packages forthe mill's employees. -

Calling Abitibi’s decision * cumpletely'unWafrant- .

ed,” he said the company “had better o the right thing

for the traumatic effects the layoff will have on their
employees.” = - N
. Abitibi spokesman Denis Leclerc told The Canadian -

' Press that several factors worked against the Kenora

mill, including the steady increase in the Canadian dol-
lar, a declining newsprint miarket, the financial situa-
tion of the company, and the lack of an agreement with . -
unions over an operational structure. =~ .
Abitibi-Consolidated will also close its mill in

' Stephenville, N.L., after failing to find cost-cutting solu- - ‘

tions to make that operation viable. ‘
The Newfoundland mill _employed about 300 _pe_ople.
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STEPHANIE MACLELLAN
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An Ojibwa woman who grew
on Fort William First Nation
s been appointed to
» Ontario Court of
stice.

Joyce Pelletier is to-
eside as a judge in
wunder Bay starting
c. 28. She will be the.
th aboriginal person,
d the second aborigi-
1 woman, on fhe
10EES

“Im very excited

1d extremely honoured,” Pel-
tier said. “The bench will be

Jﬁyc’e Pelletier

representative of the community
that it serves.”

Pelletier has been executive di-
rector of Dilico Ojibwa Child and
Family Services for nearly nine
years. :

hopes her understand-
ing of aboriginal per-

and her knowledge of
the social services avail-
able to them, will make a
positive contribution to
the system.

“7]1 bring the issues
and the awareness, but I
also think that I will bring solu-
tio_ns; she said. “I hope I will

Pelletier said she

spectives and concerns, -

(bring) an understanding of the
perspectives and history of First
Nation people, while at the same
time administering justice.”

~ Pelletier also hopes to use her
position to serve as a role model
for young aboriginals.

“With hard work, with dedica-
tio';i;f,wiﬂl-;gommitment and with
integrity, there are lots of oppor-
tunities to succeed, and I'm just
an gigample of that,” shesaid.

tan Beardy, Grand Chief of
Nishnawbe-Aski Nation, hailed
Pelletier as a trailblazer. ‘

“I think it sends a strong mes-
sage to aboriginal people that you
have something to look forward
to, a positive relationship with

pointed judge

the province of Ontario,” he said.
“We need to have our own people
in the justice system.”

Pelletier, 45, earned a BA at
Lakehead University, studying
political science and philosophy.
She received her law degree from
Queen’s University in 1990, and
returned to the Thunder Ray
area to practise law privatel” |

In 1997, she joined Dilico &. .(S
executive director. ;

Her position at Dilico allowed
her to do legal work in areas like
child  protection, employment
Jaw and corporate law.

Pelletier currently lives in
Thunder Bay. She is married
witha 13-year-old son.
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; » Weyerhaeuser vice-president of On:
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'kle Lake mine |
ike sale completed

unior mining company PGM Ventures has completed the

of its stake in the Thierry Mine at Pickle Lake. o
he company received 5.7 million units from Richview Re-
“ces its joint-venture partner, Wwhich fully owns the-

5M also completed-the cofiversioh of 2 §700,000 loanta
iew. ' : . .

1ares in PGM Ventures (TSXV.PPG) lost four cents, Or pver
per cent, 4G trade at 71 cents.on the TSX Venture Exchange
*the announcement, while Richview shares (TSXV:RVR)
runchanged at 35 cents. - " TR -
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f-Leglslatlon to revamp

municipal planning,
limit scope of OMB

THE CANADIAN PRESS

TORONTO — Residents and mun1c1

pal councils would have greater say -
over how their communities grow un-’

- der new legislation introduced Monday
that curtails the powers of an often con-
troversial larid-use tribunal, '

If passed, the proposed bill would

. give councils and citizens more power

to -determine what developments’ go
ahead and influence the architecture
and design of proposed new huildings.

It would also restrict powers of the
Ontario Municipal Board, the indepen-
dent tribunal that rules on land use
complaints, by scaling back on its cur-
rent duties as decision-maker to merely
hearing appeals on local planning mat-
ters. The board would also have to give
city council decisions more weight
when it evaluates appeals.

“We want to-put land use planning
decisions back where they belong, in
the hands of municipal decision-mak-

-ers, and provide new opportunities for
citizens to become truly engaged in the
process that shapes their communi-
ties,” Municipal Affairs Minister John

-Gerretsen said at a news conference.

. Too often, the OMB has been a costly -
and bitter battleground in which mu-

‘nicipalities ‘and their citizeris are
pitched against developers

the board dismisses their views when it
rules against them, while developers
see il as 4 nécessary check against poor
city council planning.

Ann Mulvale, Mayor of Qakville and

a former president of the Association of - -

AT mmininalitioe A MDafaria ombid Adh e e

not have any contact w1th the communi-

ty atfected by its decision —— have.the
power to overtile any. planining dec1 .

; smn made by elected ¢ity councillors. -
*“Currently, a developer can success- -

fully appeal a planhing decision “with- .

out'ever being considered by the munic:
ipal - order- of government; - totally
bypassmg any community or'council re-
view,” Mulvale said of the OMB the on-
ly body of its kind'in Canada. ©

“That clearly is wrong. It will change
with this legislation.” :

The proposed leglslatlon requlres
municipalities to have an official plan'

that's revised every five years, and gives .

them three. years afterward to imple-
ment all necessary zoning changes ;
The bill dlso makes it easier for cities

to redevelop former industrial sites,

prevent sprawling ' development, and

protect sensitive env1r0nmental or agri-

cultural areas.

The bill would also remove tlme -con-
suming minor appeals — such as com-
plaints over a-fesident’s'new deck — -

from the board'’s puirview and put-them
in the hands of a local appeal board,
Neil Rodgers, prresidént of the Urban
Development. * Institute . ‘'of Ontario,
which represents developers, said such
changes would put greater onus on mu-
nicipalities to use their authorlty wise-

I
Cities and citizens have complamed-.' .

“There. needs to be an equally impor-
tant obligation on municipalities to

. make good decisions,” he said.
The prigvincial government has the .

ability o put a stop to bad planning de-
cisions by municipalities, Rodgers said,
and may have to use that power if a city
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L .ose'net to exproprlate Abitibl Consoli
- dated timbérland sold to a US. ‘company
because of fears iteo d_scare ff -

b"“':dlligpmcess in good falth and unfor- ‘
: tunai‘ely, in spite of 4 very gompetitive .
bid, the- bid-wasn’t: chosen,” ministry:, 3}

§ . spokesman Rack Wmst(m $&Id Thursday.

qhdated for the 196 squaré.
'land near Ralth West of’

! for all of us if, ds the province, we had

‘ .:‘ . Mauro (L-Thunder Bay-Rainy River), -

' prwate land owners, whlch leaves little .

' 'ston said, But - Ramsay plans tot

“It would have been more col

- been able'to be’ the successfil bldder e
“terms - of 'acqulrmg the propert)g
whether it was exproprlatmn or-just by:

“being a _competitive bidder,” said ‘Bill

‘' He added it was a sale between two |

the company to d:scuss how they'll use




" Erika Halverson

-Grade. 11 student,
v ) St. Ignatius High School |
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\Vhataresemors S
supposedtodo"

Ibwfzomztmymmm S

T ARE semors supposed

to do? Staying in their own -

homes does not seein feasibleas; .

- 1 Sewer usage:costs miore than |
drlnking water; . o

2. The costs of ‘other, ut1ht1es

- aréraised at a rate npt compara i

" ble to pension:cheque increases - J

..or the cost of living

‘3.A property tax deferral poli-

,cy wag put into effect; butithe
“amount of tax paymetitis just unx .
i der the amount- needed to quahfy
iy atcatwedo? . o i
" it dll these “perks" |
“are always just so much empty

air and proy
~..Do-we pay’ your Wages Just to
‘get charged more for’ living at
: home orwill mty council bere

. placet m‘ish our tlme here after
* you have taken all you can from ;-
us?
. Most of the semors_ ih Thi der .
Bay have saved and scrimpedfor -
vears to have a comfortablete. - .
tirement, yet with being taxed' :
arid’ Charged for everythmg wa i
‘niéed; there seems rioway out ex- . |
- cept to sell eur homes and gotoa

¢, city-owned apartment where we.

- -arenot guaranteed a safe envi: ;-
i . ronment. Please reply as soon as .
= posmble ' o

l-lerbert Henrlksson
‘ ~ THUNDER BAY
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/’berland sale to
iericans riles readers

{T SALE of half a
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nerican firm is just
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not see past North
carly taken the
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southern Ontario
ither doesn’t un-
yesn't care about
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:lle and Mr. Mauro
voice within their

1ty campaigned on
f Ontario strong, -
ions that would be
n further develop-
conomy and shar-

' with all of Ontari-
t time he has done’
(What a surprise.

Nitician who says
does quite another
A truly shocking .
s His energy policy
to harm Ontario
.the increased cost
wer and the closing
of cheapercoal
st-with the current
ty in the Dryden
areas the argu-

all that spent urani-

government’s pro-
‘n-dumping ground
our favour. The
arupture as just-

Peter Wirtz

hopefully thls concern is shared
by others, is whether this type of
land sale to a foreign-owned cor-
poration is in the best collective
interests of those living in
Northern Ontario. It does not
seem right. -

I am not completely versed in
how Abitibi acquired the land in
question — it was Crown land at
some point. I have heard that
land was commonly given to in-
dustries by the government to
promote the use of the railways.
When an industry that has prof-
ited by this promotion no longer
requires the use of land for their
business enterprise, should it
not return it back to €anada?

My other concern is whether
this land sale mitigates the U.S.
coricerns within the softwood
lumber, NAFTA and WTQ rul-

ings. This land sale occurs short-

1y after the Canadian govern-
ment has armounced that it will
look to China as an alternative
market. This land sale may spark
the aggressive purchase, use and
development of “private lands”
by foreign entities — especially
when their local markets are
scarce. This goes beyond fibre is-
sues, and directs attention to the
potential of our water, and ener-
gy being expropriated and ex-
ported through this type of sale.
At a minimum, public consul-
tation and environmental assess-
ments were not availableasa -

‘protocol for local interests to ex-

press concerns, Unfortunately,
the voice of Northern Ontario,
'due to its shrinking population
and large land base, does not
have political influence, regard-
less that the revenues preduced
by this region are s1gmf1cant to
the GDP :

FERE I TR ©

.»
HIS LETTER is to anyone
who thought the Thursday,
Jan. 5 editorial hit the nail on
the head (“Block Land sale, do it
now™). If you dldl’l t read it, dig 1t

~ out now:

I'd like to suggest that we all

cut it out and inundate McGuin- -

Eilla Johnson
THUNDER BAY |

FAVOURITE politician was

once asked why he made so *
many comments about forestry -
and railroads. His answer was -
because people are so emotional®

and interested in these subjects. -

The reaction fo the current
Abitibi land sale illustrates this.
One writer said “someone
from outside the county is com-
ing to mange our natural re-
sources.” This person should get

.a list of foreign properties and ..

_ ty'soffice. . .

assets owned by Canadian com- -

panies and a similar list of .
Canadian assets owned by for-
eign companies. I suspect that -

this land transfer is a small part -

tario, progressive pulp, paper

and woodlands operations have " -

been owned by companies with -

- headquarters in both the Umted

States and Canada. Good man-

agement depends on the person "

and not on what passport they -
Carry.

* Others are worrled about bad
forestry practices. In my experi- *
ence, professwnal foresters man: -’
age forest lands in both Canada

~and U.S.A. in a very similar and

caring fashion. One writer said
that the new owner might strip .

- their new holding. if thisisa .
" normal industrial forestonlya ..

" of international business. In On-”,

[}
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Pickle Lake and Sioux Lookout hlghest 08t pe

* Continued from front

know how in every way
we know how, trying to
convince them that the
formula is detrimental
to us. Something has to
be done. It’s as simple
as that. We have to have
policing and are obliged
to pay for it,” Dewing
. commented.

He added, “The funding
formula is hurting us.
The policing costs have
increased over time, but
it never was a substantial
issue because we always
were reconciled. We were
always paid the difference.
We never had to go to
the taxpayer for anything
beyond $90 per household.
Now we have to go to the

taxpayer for the $150, plus

half the difference, so we're
going to the taxpayer for a
substantially larger amount
of money.

“The bottom line is, don’t
point the fingers at the police
force. Point the fingers at
the province and their new
funding formula.”

‘the

Dewing, in fact, praised
Sioux Lookout OPP and the
job they are doing, “Policing
is not the problem. They’re
doing a great job and they’re
working as much as they can
to keep the costs down.”

Pickle Lake and Sioux
Lookout are experiencing
highest cost per
household for policing in
the province.

“The full impact will be
realized next year, unless
the province changes the
formula to recognize our
special situation or gives
us another means of being

reconciled, so the full brunt-

and the full impact will be
realized in 2006,” he said.
Dewing stated the
Municipality does have
other options for policing
besides the OPP, however
he didn’t feel any of
those other options would
actually save money.
Sioux Lookout OPP
Detachment Commander
Staff Sergeant Connie
Capovilla said the
Municipality of Sioux

Lookout has a non-contract
agreement with the OPP.

She said the Sioux
Lookout OPP detachment
is comprised of 30 officers,
made up of one staff
sergeant, three sergeants
and 26 constables, adding
that the number of officers
posted at the detachment
is directly related to the
number of calls for service
police respond to.

She also stated that the
municipality pays for a
percentage of the total
complement of police
officers at the detachment
when it pays for policing.

Capovilla commented,
“Since the cost of policing
is based on the calls for
service and if the calls for
service were less, I guess
what you could assume
from that is that if calls
for services were minimal,
then your officer presence
would be minimal.”

This would result in
a decrease in the cost of
policing. '

Capovilla said that in

Qiony Mountaln 727-8100

Bulletin Photo/Tim Brody

A change in the province’s funding formula for municipalities resulted in a $1.4 million
dollar increase in the cost of policing that had to be addressed in the 2005 budget.

2004 Sioux Lookout OPP
responded to over 10,500
calls for service.

“The reality is that
the calls for service
dictate police to be in
this' municipality. The
municipality  has  a
legislated requirement to
provide that adequate and
effective police service,”
she stated.

Capovilla said a lot
of those calls for service

included responding to

in many cases. It’s an
issue for this community,
absolutely.”

Capovilla stated, “I'm
sure Sioux Lookoutofficers
are busier than officers
in other communities,
but again... our calls for
service are high on the
criminal ~ investigations
part of it, where other
communities have maybe
much more traffic oriented
functions. It’s hard to
compare. We're busier

at. _ .o . e e SR 1.

do the investigation.”

She continued, “A
search warrant years ago
took nothing to write up.
One of our members just

spent over 30 hours doing a

search warrant.”

All told, Capovilla
said when you factor in a
high number of calls for
service, a high number
of 911 hang up calls
and missing persons, an
increase in the time it takes
to do paperwork, as well as

o oW R s e s L e
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licing under
€ microscope in
oux Lookout

Tim Brody
STAFF WRITER

new provincial funding

Eormula is pushing the
ost of policing through

of and police have all they
andle between paperwork
responding to calls for
e
ux Lookout CAO Merlin
ng explained that for 2004
otal cost of policing per
shold was about $1230.
der the old funding
ula the Municipality would
ack everything but $90 per
chold. ‘
r 2005 the cost of
ing was about $1250 per
ehold.
der the new funding
ula the Municipality gets
only half of that minus

ﬁﬁ??

$150 per household.

This change resultedina $1.4
million increase in the cost of
policing in Sioux Lookout that
had to be factored into the 2005
budget.

Dewing said that one time
transitional funding from the
province was used to offset the
increase in the cost of policing,
which still resulted in a tax
increase of 11.82 per cent.

Without that one
funding, the tax increase
could have been higher, so in
an effort to prevent that, the
Municipality is lobbying the
provincial government.

“Council has sent delegations
to the Minister of Finance, other
ministries, to municipal affairs.

We’re lobbying everyone we

time |

-
&=
2

See PICKLE on page 6
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What is
a vote
worth?

BY WARD HOLLAND o
THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL

Bryan Lokstet thinks his vote in the
~ federal election is worth $1,400.99, the

'vtelue of a-golf membershlp and a pack
0

JT Zleroth helleves the value of his
vote is $666.75, the price of a lever-action
Marlin .450 ﬁr.earm. :

C. O'Neill-Major says her vote is

worth $10.99, the approximate cost of a
ticket at a movie theatre.

Votets from across Canada are record-
ing their comments on a humorous web-
site called BuyMyVote.ca, which was set
up by Paul Wolfe of Thunder Bay.

“Obviously there is not enough people
in Canada who believe this election is '

worth a {rip to the polls,” Wolfe said.
“That either means their time is worth

more than the trip or:they just don't-

think it’s worth anything.”
Selling votes in Canada is illegal, but

" registering comments on a website isn't.

“When you register ‘on this website,

you are expressmg your opinion on the -

value of your vote in terms of Canadian
dollars,” the site says. “You are also wel-

come to give a rationale for that opinion, -

~ “BuyMyVote.ca is simply a Canada-
wide forum to dlSCllSS the value of the
Canadian vote.”

Wolfe and two employees from Brick-
'Host, a company in Thunder Bay, created
the website after a journalist from Sur-
rey, B.C,, inquired about the sne $ regis-

tered domam name. -

wvreheite Far a Fiimre elertion not the Ian -

SANDI KRASOWSKI[I'HE CHRON!CLEJ

BuyMyVote ca site demg:ners, from left, Bryan Lokstet, Andrew Campbell and Paul Wulfe monitor the websue o

made any money from the website, he
added.
One of the messages Wolfe likes the

most came from a woman in Victoria:
who quoted Aldous Huxley, author of .

Brave New World,

“Give mie television and hamhurgers
but don’t bother me with the responsibil-
ity of liberty,” A.M. Foster wrote.

“The fact that Canadian citizens could
even contemplate a price for sucha right
illustrates how arrogant, lazy and un-
grateful we are as a hation. Disgusting.”.

Foster said the value of her vote was
ZEro.

“Brmg it on"’ Wolfe sald ST thmk

~ that’s great.”

The site has received natmnal and in-

" ternational media attention. Wolfe has .
. done interviews with CBC Radio One in

: * Sudbury, Windsor and Toronto. A local
Wolfe said the plan was to build the -

reporter interviewed him for-a segment
nn Tha National. ‘

" After high school, e attended Canadi-
an Bible College in Regina for four years

and became an ordained minister. He
“worked as a pastor for the Christian and
‘Missionary Church, a small eVangehcal .
- denomination, for five years in Rich-

mend, B.C., Kelowna and Dryden.. -

Wolfe then a leave from the ministry
and earned a computer dlploma from the
Academy of Learning in Thunder Bay.
He worked for BDO Dunwoody for the
past five years, finishing there in Au-

- gust. -
« haven't gone back to the ministry
yet,” he said with a laugh. “’ m still on -

my leave.”
Wolfe is taking correspondence busi-

ness egurses from Herict-Watt Universi-
ty in Edinburgh, Scotland. He is attempt-

ing 1o get & master’s “of busmess
admmlstratmn degree.
Wolfe claims he is not a member of

-any. political party, but he has voted in-

resentatlon and you won’t need websites :

like this.” -

To her, the Websue indicates that peo :

" ple don’t believe their votes count for

anything anymore. - :
“Two thoughts come to mind,” Kan--
negiesser said. “It's the pinnacle of the
commercialization of the electoral
process, It shows how disenfranchised
Canadians feel about the ' electoral

process.

“My Green Party thought is: ‘This is
why we need propnrtlonal representa :
tion."” - :

David Leskowski, the Conservative .

- candidate for Thunder Bay-Rainy River,
“said the site “just locks like a fun thing” -

put together by yvoung people. :
“At least they're paying attentlon to

ki said. “Obviously ho one is going to sell -

. their vote. It looks like some of the com-
ments they make are off the cuff " ‘

the fact that they have a vote,” Leskows-
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hern Ontario busmesses
the world and as a way to

rernment funders and

esrubbed shoulders last- '

north.com launch

opportumty to open the :
“the world,”

"Jllnks

thas only.

The webslte pro;|ect started in 1999,

: and wis created through the proviicial

R "Connect Ontario program dnd: JFedNor. -
eis belng touted both s,

:So far, the comnmiunities, of Dryden,
Mamtouwadge Marathon. and Thunder

-Bay along with Supérior North Commu-
-+ nity- Fitures Development Corporatlon :
" and the Emergency Measures Orgamza J

tion, are on thesite..

.. Tt includes mformatlon about mituici-

palities, health, Northern Ontario travel -

destmations and serv1ces as well as eco
a0 ‘

While people ‘can’t yet pay their park:

the sate y sald webs1te administrator

@ern Genes1s Commumty Portal Assocla-- '

non:profit group: needmg tal 7
' simply find the list.of office: Supply bu51 LA
nesses dn the e-business: directory and

fax the request for quotes to'the compa- -
nies, all'i in about five mmutes and for,

r who noted the capability to ~free, -

buya doghcence online;
ise the muriicipalities '
ublished that informatiofi on .

“tion whlch lS responsmle for the Wehslte

He wis one of several people imvolved:
- with the website who noted it willbea. . -
. SUCCEss when municipalities; buyérsand
sellers all register,’ ‘use the site and put -
' théir information on'the site. . .. _
- John Fullerton, project manager for
the economic developrnent system; said -
 there's no excuse for a Northern Ontario -
-"business not to be reg1stered on the site.
_ in the next six months The serv1ce is:
freeto all businesses. : :

As an example, he

"“And you' e just do

“*“Once a supplier receives a request via
the Internet that company will be much

-~Also-in. the economic development

! .portmn is government information, mu-:
“nicipalities’ strategic plans, municipal
" tenders and municipal propert1es for ;
- sale;The s1tealsoh1ghhghts the region’s. :
cutting-edge research in genet1cs and :

technology

A new feature Fullerton expects to see
‘ready in May is a regional e-bay of sorts
. -for excess inventory,. where an organiza-
jon or-buginess can post a notice abont .

va items; at no cost. -

companies, request information or book

travel paokages As well, though ofly .
" [ ofie hotel is currently on.the-systém,
trave]lers can book their rooms through
bsite, and even check out photos of
“{hiéir chosen hotel and. get maps on/ how'
_-to find the place

ort'_{‘ ern busmess to the world

 more likely to tike advantage of webslte i
: .busmess as well, he added.

In' the" travel . sectlon, prospecrwe-:
tounsts can search a database of ‘travel
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Ignace

outfitter

‘ charged

| NORTHWEST BUREAU

2

T

-

An Ignace-area outﬁtter and 15 U.S. :

| hunters face illegal hunting charges fol-

lowing a year- long investigation by On-

tario and U.S. authorities, the Ministry

of Natural Resources has reported

The Ontario investigation began'

when two bear hunters from Wisconsin

tried to cross the horder at Pigeon River.

without bear export permits; which are

required under the Fish: and Wlldllfe-‘

Conservation Act. :
Conservation officers, speclal agents
with the U.8. Fish and Wlldhfe Service

and state wildlife officers in four states .

have been co-operating in thie investiga-

i tion‘over the past year. The offences.are

~ alleged to have taken place in the Ignace.

area hetween 2002 and 2004,
Haroid Alfred St. Cyr, 68, of Aglmak

- River Outfitters, is charged with four

: counts of ﬂlegally providing hunting un.. -

der the Fish and Wildlife Conservation

Act. He is to return to Ignace eourt on.

Puesday. .

The MNR said the outfitter does not -
.hold a bear management area (BMA) 1i-
.. Cence — a requirement to offer non- Tesi- .
“dent Bear humts oh Crown land.

The hunters from Florida, California,

- Wisconsin,ahd- Minnesota face- charges.

that include illegal hunting, harvesting

“and exparting black bears. They have

February and March court dates,

The MNR explained that BMAs are a.

cornerstone of Ontario’s bear manage-

ment program and atlow licensed bear

-operators to manage the bear harvest by

non-resident hunters. Uncontrolled bear

harvests could -lead to unsustainable’

bear harvest levels and conflicts between.
hunters, the ministry said.

CHRONICLE JOURNAL FILE PHOTO

Marathon Mayor Dave Bell gave up his jobas an OPP

officer to keep his. councll seat.

,DmmBmI -
1-term mayor-

BY CARL CLUTCHEY _
NORTH SHORE BUREAU

The mumcmal pohtmlan who rlsked his job as a police offi-
cexr in order to hold on to his job as Marathon S Mayor says he :
won't seek a second term.,

Dave Bell made official Wednesday what has been one of the
worst-kept secrets in North Shore political circles.

“I'm not going to run again,” Bell said. “I'm going to be reIo-
cating with my wife to another part of the country” -

Bell's wife is in the process of becoming a Protestant minis-
ter and he said that could take them anywhere in Canada, .

Bell, 55, became front-page news shortly after being elected
in 2003 because his employer, the Ontario Provincial Police,
didn’t like the idea of him being mayor and one of ﬂlElI‘ consta-
bles at the same time,

At a 2004 hearmg into the case, a judge agreed with the OPP
that Bell would be in a conflict- of mterest as mayor hecause
Marathon contracts out policing to the provincial force. :

Rather than face certain dismissal from. the OPP following
the judge’s rulmg, Bell, an exemplary ofﬁcer took early retlre
ment.

Be]l had malntamed that his posmon asa pollce ofﬁcer had

w't negatively affected his. performanee as mayor He said

| provincial leglslatmn should be amended so that OPP officers
“can run for mayor in their home communities. .

Bell said he wilt finish his three-year term which ends in

. November.

-He said he waits to continue working on a few pet pr0]ects
1ncludm;z the search for a new town 1andfill. as well 5= varinne
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Pair sentenced to 9 and 12-year
prison terms in finger-in-chili case

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SAN JOSE, Calif, — A couple

who planted a severed finger in a

bowl of Wendy’s chili in a scheme

to extort money from the fast-food
chain were sentenced Wednesday
to prison terms lo_f “at least nine

Anna Ayala, 40, who said she bit
into the digit, was sentenced to .
niné years. Her husband, Jaime.

" Plascencia, 44, who obtained the
finger from a co-worker who Jost it
in a workplace accident, was sen-
tenced to more than 12 years.

“Greed and avarice overtook
this couple,” said Superior Court
Judge Edward Davila, adding that
the palr had “Jost their mo'ral-com-
pass.”

The two pleaded guilty in Sep-
tember to conspiracy to file a false

-insurance claim and attempted

grand theft with damages exceed
ng $2.5 milionUS. = |
In a tearful plea for lenlency,

Ayala apologized to the: court- -
room. gallery and said the scheme .

was “a moment of poor judg-
ment.”
She said she retched March 22

-after biting .into. the fingertip
.while dmmg with her family at a

Wendy’s in San Jose.
-Forensic tests lafer. showed Ay-

- ala never chomped down on the

finger; but she described the inci-

dent to television news crews.
“There’s no words to describe

what I felt, It's sick, it's disgust-

“ing,” she said in a clip played be- -

fore sentencing. “Just knowmg 1‘ :

there was a hurnan remain in my
mouth is tearing me apart inside.” -
Although authorities Suspected ..
a hoax, in part because the finger
was not cooked, word of the stom- .
ach-turning find quickly spread -
arounid the world: The Dublin,
Ohio-based fast food - chain -
claimed it lost $2.5 million in sales ~
because of the bad publicity, and
dozens of workers at the compa- -
ny’s Northern California fran- -
chises were laid off. :
The sentencing followed a 90-
mmute hearing in which several ;

‘Wendy’s employees testified, in-

cluding the man who made the .

-chili and the cashier who helped

Ayala on the day she made the-
clalm .

'MPP goes to bat to keep MNR Jobs

Mayor fears contmued cuts will mean end of local oﬁ‘ice

BY CARL CLUTCHEY .
NORTH SHORE BUREAU

-5ion, not trymg to explain it. :
Hagman said his budget has remained “

ie” for several years and has not a]lowed hir

leplemsh staff levels. .

. King said the uncertainty. can't come at a
worse time. For the past year, his town has been -

A slow but steady trlckle of pubhc Service
reeling from the, loss of 160 ]obs at the lecal

job losses has sparked fears the Ministry: of

Natural Resoirces may s00n pull the plug on its -

Terrace Bay office.

“I'm pretty furious about this, ‘because the
timing is just awful,” Terrace Bay Mayor’ Mike
King said Thursday

MNR’s Terrace Bay sate]hte office has lost
five positions since 2003 either through retire-

ments or transfers to a larger district ofﬁce in

Nipigon. .
MNR district manager Tan. Hagma.n said the

posmons weren't filled becanse there is no

room in his §3.4-million budget to do so.

Only six people continue to work out of the
ministry’s Terrace Bay office; .

In a letter to the Township of Terrace Bay,
Hagman said there are no plans to close the
building this year, but suggested the future is

-7+ uncertain., .
“Budgets and our resilts-based planmng ap-

provals for future fiscal years are unknown at

this time, tlierefore their impacts are un-

- known, > Hagman said.

- say.

Neenah Paper mill.

Hagman said that since 1999
This district has lost 12 positions,
incliuding two conservation offi-
cers. None were replaced.

By contrast, the total number
of ministry jobs has increased to
just.over 3,700 from 3,400 in 1999,

. said'a spokeswoman for Natural

Resources Minister David Ram-

Liberal MPP Michael Gravelle,
who didn’t know -about the MNR
job Iosses in Nipigon District,
said they should have been re-
placed.

“I thought we were committed
to keeping public service jobs in
the North,” said Gravelle (Thun-
der Bay-Superior North). “These
jobs shouldn’t have- been re-
moved. I am protesting this deci-
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Drlllmg
project
suspended

‘BY CARL CLUTCHEY
THE CHRONICLE JGURNAL

A mining exploratlon company has
called off a $1-million drﬂlmg program
north of Thunder Bay, saying it wants to
,set the stage for hew talks with a neigh- |
' rbourmg First Nation opposed to the pro-
3ect :
“ T "We have 1ssues Wlth government
and (the band) has issues with govern
' .ment” ' ut'1t doesi’t mean we can't work

nto-area Platme}i set upa dr1]11gg
out 30 kﬂometres south of

Dh Feb. 140
company is {rying to find an eco
depomt of platinum-and pa]ladl

K ‘nuhmaykoosm Innmuwug
'mamtains the operation shouldn’t have :
‘ gone ‘ahead before company and govern-,
JHel epresentatlves sought agreement
) ¢band.

© Cree, is on Big Trout Lake about 500 km
* north of Thunder Bay ..

- About 100 native protesters set up

- near the mining camp last week, but

there:were no incidents of v1olenee the

band said in-a News: release
On Sunday, the camp was voluntarlly
- shut down — about five days after band’'
- Jeaders demhanded the company leave the
area over claims it was trespassing. -

Baker, mamtainmg the band ha51

: The reserve, home to ahout 1 560 0]1--

known for seven years about its intent to
" .explore in the area, said he remains:
hopeful the company will be- ableto re-!
sume the drilling program, expected to

" last about six weeks.

“We have.all our permits, and we can|

demeonstrate that. We  have consulted

“(with the band) for the past seven years,”



azz demed
ourt order

ORONTO (CP) Air Canada Jazy

been denied a courtorder thatthete. 4

1al airline hoped would allow it to
tinue using the small island airport
r Toronto’s downtown core whlle 1t
zht an alternative site. . '
We're bviously disappointed: by the'
some,”. Jazz spokeswoman Debra
liams. sald Monday.”

azz, controlled by the same parent
1pany that ownhs Air Canada, sought

n]unctmn from the Ontario Superior
irt after it received-a- 30-day ‘eviction

ice from City Ceﬁire Av1at10n Ltd on _°

.38L
,1ty Centre Av1atmn is contra
yert Deluce, who is setting v
ine that will operate from theé airpo
ng turboprop aircraft in competitmn
hJaz.

As prevmusly announced on Feb },5,_

7 will suspend all flights. from the: 3

‘onto-city centre airport and serve its.

stomers from the larger Pearson Inter-
fional Airport on Taronto ] western
«der. -

W MWJ %WS?’!L gl

Porter A1r11nes the new busmess b& ot

1 hacked by Deluce, said the rejuvena-
n of the amport’s termmal will begm
)rtly .
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Mayor S race takes shape

Johnson conszders takmg arun at top mumczpal oﬁ‘ice

'BY .IONATHAN WII.SON

Tuesday, February 28 2006 J

“Thunder Bay Mayor Lynn Peterson could face a high-profile opponent .

“in hier 2006 re-election bid,

Coun. Rebecca J ohnson sald Monday she’s seriously consuiermg arun . '

for the mayor's.chair in the November municipal élection.

“I's. something I’m very seriously lookmg at let’s put itat that ” John-

sor said.

“I guess T'm ]ust looklng at some other optlons of what rd 11ke to do '

" with my political career”

- Johnson finished at the top of the polls in the councdlor at large race '.

* 12003, collecting 24,700 votes:

|
!
i
|
|

*. Peterson, meanwhlle had 26,572 votes in the 2003 mayor’s race.

-Johnson said her.comparable showing to the mayor hasn’t been a fac-
torin her decision-making process. She said it’s; her own goals for the city
" which may prompt her torun.

. “Ijust felt that there are some things in the the commumty thatI'd like -

to take to another level,” Johnson said.
Peterson, who filed her nomination papers at c1ty hall on Wednesday,

- said she never had any doubt that shie’d be seeking a second term. _
“It’s a difficult job, but it's one that I enjoy and one that [ think that 1

have a real penchant for,” Peterson sald before Monday 's city eouncﬂ
‘meeting.:
“There’s 5o many things that need to be done and so many thmgs have

* been started and so ‘many things that T want to see through.” ‘
Péterson listed the forest 1ndustry manufacturing, waterfront. develop
" ment and the New Foundations strateglc plan as areas where she wants to.

. finish the job. .

Johnson said she won't make a final decision until September but she _

has dropped several hints about her intentions.: .
““I've already spoken to Lynn about that so it's not somethmg that s

~ brand néw or anything,” she said. -
Peterson $aid she never expected she'd be aeclalmed the .

Mayor Lynn Peterson will seek -

Coun. Rebecca Johnson might ..

re-election. - rui for mayor in Novemb:

' v1des c1ttzens withan opportumty td see those credentlals and make-thelr

choice. ~

Coun. Iain Angus, who finished second to Johnson in the 2003 at- large ’

race with 21,353 votes, said he won’t be seeking the top job.

“Not me,” Angus said Monday. “I'm havmg too much fun as a- councﬂ
lor. '

“" vemadea determmatlon 1t’s not what [ want: to do with my hfe ”

Angus has previously served as a New Democratic MPP 1n Thunder
Bay from 1975-77.and as an MP from 1984-93..

But the career politician said he has no plans of following in the foot:
stéps of James Conmee, who served :as mayor; MP and MPP in Port

_Arthur in the late 19th century and early 20th century. -

- Angus said every council member considers running for mayor. But he
said he’s satisfied with the job Peterson is doing;, and feels he can accom-
Plish a It as a councillor working alengside Peterson:.

*1 see her in operation outside of the council chambers, in terms of the
Tobbying efforts, and I know the kind of hard work she does and the suc-

cessful work shie does,” Angus sard

second time around, - . ‘
“I'd be surprlsed if there wasn’t (another candldate),” she

-said. T |
Peterson said there’s a dlversny of skills and ideas ameng |

potentlal candidates for mayor, and she said the election pro-

ol




