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oneyrolisin
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|
build.it on Thunder Bay’s south'side; pe jears ‘
olderwill come.” .- R {
is what is expected at a $4.5-million fitness ecre-" |
ility to replace the Herb Carroll 55 Plus Centre, =

€W 25,000-square-foot centre is t6 go up on the Chapples
perty beside thie Friendship Garden three years from
vill be much bigger and better than the outdated and "
IHeth Carroll centre, its visionaries said Wednesday, . - |
arroll centre can’t accommodate all interested-users on

1 side who need access to activities for
‘crafts; said John Reguly, co-chairman’
nittee forthe planned centre, ~ -
arroll site has 6,000 square feet of ‘uses
ity rooms and is sometimes’ “packed”
Tay, Reguly s4id, L R
is no space for outdoor activities and no p;

1nder Bay 55 Plis Centre -—a'larger city-run facility .|
rth side. — says aboitt 10 per cent of its visitors are -
south side, Reguly added: . B P
Carroll is)}packed,” he said. “It just can’t serve any -
ne”. ST ' DRI
rroll eentre can’t expand because it is housed in a
aiors apartment complex, Reguly said, - T
v centre would offer more activities, Regully said, cit-
pace for games, crafts, food preparation, fitnéss, com- -
I music. R e T
rould also be open outdoor space and quick accessto -
Is and bus stops, R o

ity matiaget who oversees i 4 .

jﬁ:fthe money
aral sources,
raising commit
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BRYAN MEADOWS :
RTHWEST BUREA(

Mhe Liberal government is closely, watching

elopments on the sale of the International

dge in Fort Frances and is prepared to pro-

e “any assistance’” municipal officials. may -
Qire, says Transportation Minjster Harinder -

IOWéVeﬁ NDP Leader Howard Hampton sug-

‘ed Wednesday that the “government is com-
ely lost and missing ini action when it comes
he bridge linking Ontario to Minnesota at
t Frances-Interhational Falls.” - . . :

lampton, who is also-the local ;MPP, said

le representatives of the two communities,
e and US. government met two weeks.ago
came out in support of a publically-owned
ge—“Ontario was nowhere to be found,”

uring -question period at Queen’s Park

sday; Hampton urged the governmenttodo

tever is necessary to purchase the bridge so

it becomes a publicly-owned asset rather
& private toll bridge. . '

n bridge sale, says Hampton

" Party Sourid-Muskoka MPP Norm ‘Milier

* echoed those sentiments; and asked why the

. province doesn’t hélp Fort Frances purchase;
the structure or take over ownership of the’
bridge which registérs about 800,000:crossings
anmually .
Responding, Takhar
the government
tant” - ST
“When we found out the bridge may be put up-
for sale, we started having discussions with the
Jocal mayor and the federal officials,” he said, -
"My cfficials actually talked to (Fort Frances
" Mayor Dan Onichuk Tuesday afternoon) and he:
has not madeany formal request for assistance
of any sort at this

“thinks the bridge i3 impor-

work with the mayor and the 1o- - —
cal municipality and even across ‘| - - *
the border to sert out this issue. - : :

290-metre stidcture.

- crossing between Baudette,

this point in time, but I wantto as-
- sure (Miller) that we'll be more than Dleased to

Canadiar c':of.é‘wr_l,_e;{ Abitib_i-ﬁdnéolida:ted' af-
nounced in November that the

' Some people are worried tha new private |
. OWDers co i
: = g *tolls, 7.
told the legislature that -

uld-let the bridge dete:
.Current tolls, collected only on northbound
traffic; are $6-per car, more for trucks, but offi-
cials on'both sides of the border wouldn’t mind = -
if thetolls We&'.ﬁsc_l;appéd;g“ltqgethen- S et
Onichuk has said he wauld prefer to see the

bridge 20 into public hands.”

“The International Bridge is the only highway - -

‘ : 113 kilometres by
road to the west on the US. side, and Pigeon Riv-
er, south of ThunderBay . ..~ = - :

March 2, 2005 T

“We think if the municipality
- needs- any- assistance, we will -
work with then,” Takhar added. |

__"-US. owner Boise Cascade and " |




{ONICLE ]OURNAL Thursday March 2 2006

1n1c1pal tax hlke varles

l WII.SON _ _per. gent mcrease in overall resuientlal . meet your requlre
.LE JOURNAL - property assessments in Thunder Bay. - Theresidential
Residents can figure out’ their own uall higher than

mder Bay ﬁnance officials | 2006 tax bill by simply multiplying their - Thecity

hike; including the impact ' 0. 01847281, the tax levy increase.
vs it by large mcreases in - Colguhoun said the city doesn’t reapa .. “Because the assessment
yassessments o windfall from the big jump in property tax rates had to fall,

ue manager Rob Colquhoun assessments conducted by the province... Tnance chairman

1 tax rate for homeowners — “We can't do that;” said Colqahoun. - gefs comphcated
47281, after taking the 2.25 «py ean’t budget for-a surplus, you're bers involved.”™

rall tax hike approved by budgeting for: your. requirements and . - The result is th
and adjustmg it With the 7.3, - you raise the taxes. that are sufficient to - valued at $112 000 whtch

tax rate in 2005 was ac-
$n 2006, at 0. 01048847
‘the rate to: offset the-

ip thie numbers on the 2006 home’s . latest assessed value by rige in assessmerts, and then factors in

» gaid counc
. Mark Bentz. “It -

there s: se many num i

- mentfiseifi; er.cent, up to$120, 200 wﬂl' '

seeits ‘proq‘er:tii. axes go up shghtly, from

$2,183 40 $2 174 per cent..
‘Somié councillors have: received phione
calls from jerits complaining about a
i 20 per centil assessments P
' ‘““Under that scenario, & $112,000 home

il fi- - [fdagsessed d t$134 400 would see its taxes .

jump 18.7 per cent, to $2, 483.

=+

* would see a 5.2 per. cent drop in taxes, to
42,080,

t-'-‘:.Meanwhlle, a similar home which ex-
: .- perienced . ho change in- assessment.

at an average home
saw: its assess:

Bentz sald assessments should be '
“normahzed” over the next few years as.

{he province now does reassessments an
- nually instead C of every two yéars. - ¥

«There are many ‘properties in ‘the .
city. that may be under- assessed | rlght'
now, and there may be many that are-
over-assessed,” Be

“Reassessments are conducted by the

* Municipal Property Assessment Co pb
~ ration. Residents with coner’
their MPAC assessment ca

calling 1-800-263-3237.. -



mng down | - ‘f'_\
;hquor road S

ar genEratmns the’ Fn‘s
ata have been sirugg_lm

he Aborigmal people li
-ury, can live. I believe th
¢ who went. before us ha

ed many rights Althnugh there s
r erosion of those rlghts that ha
‘ht so'hard for, we're still aci:we in,
ervation of our culture and gur trad
al ways of living. Many Aboriginal peo- /| .
n Northwestern Ontarioare livinga - ..

thy pomtive mlxtnre of the old wa

1t Wesley (CMOnlclwamnal ‘Feb:2
pleading with the:leaders of the Abori
community at large tofocus on the seri-
issues at hand with our history of pain,
*4re our, young- people travelling down -
liguor toad? Why are “girls,” “parties,” ‘
“being tough and cool” the priorities for

e young,Aborlgmals‘? Howdo webe..: -
ynger than the billboards; adVOcat___ _
booze consumption and the telev1smn T
=rtisements advocatmg “gettlng st
?!D S am Ll
n the old days there were rltes of pas
rinto mahhood and inte womanhood,
had v151onquests And although we have .
atlodges; etc., now, they are not theé fore-.
it-of ‘our mternalxzed ‘cultural’ 1dent1ty

ht now, it seems that. “bemg Indian™ i

ugh to pass for ¢ultliral awareness, I say i
need to re-learn how to be warrjors and ,
licine people, men and women. _
lecause until then, we're merely lem- :
\gs marchirnig towards the cllff of self-se- -
ed ass1m11at10n
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| We)ferhaeuser Pl‘esents
to be affected by sh

NORTHWEST BUREAU

The “flrst hst” of those empldyees-.
affected by the permanent shitdown of -

-No. 1 paper machine and woodroom at

Weyerhaeuser's Dryden mill was given : -

to.unionized employees on Friday. -

The list outlined who the 110 job cuts
might impact.on-April 30, pending fur-
ther talks between mill unions and the’
company on enhanced: retlrement and
_beneﬁt packages -

“MThe list is.out now but the partles' -
are still: ‘meeting to see what the 'na g

numbers will be,” and if-an‘en

severance package cain'be negotlated o

Communications; Energy and Paper-

workers Utiion natlonal representatwe

J ohn McGinnls-said Friday. -
Mchms explalned that 1f an en-

Jing: younger workers to’ rema

- ployees

hanced package could be arranged'_
then. more of - the : 6lder. employees‘
rn1ght opt for early rétirenient. aliow

ployed ;
Last'month Weyerhaeuser cut about;

- half a dozen management staff in'ad- . |
- vance of the paper machine shutdown; -

" Weyerhiasuser’s vice- president: of

"Ontarlo -operatlons Norm Bush has
~ said: the

tward i’s’fto;
: get (the mill) competitive,” he said."

pla
“Our whole foctis going

“With. the layoffs; manpower at the' '
Dryden mill will be reduced to 685 em:-"




<S experience

un.-Joe Delaney = =+ =
1 Steep ledrning’ ciurye,
‘said;: that.council felt it
r to appoint Someohe With.

ad’s 1/2'y\c_e.':lrs--on"cou‘nciIi
ed last month after taking
Canadian Federation of
T Independent Busi- -
hess, L
Delaney said his
| 1ew jobas division -
! Manager for the op.
I ganizafion.’s- /480
; Small-b'usmes's -
members in Keno-

- lssues,

‘raR iny River was seeri a “a conflict of. |
_i‘ntétést’,ﬁ*_ s the watchiog and lobbying ‘|

Organization deals with Some municipal, |i

Councei] js hoping to fill the vacancy
byMarch‘lS._ RE o
'--Meanwhile, bus'iness’woman Char-
lotte Pesola ig oW serving on Ignape -
council - -~ TS A L

Pesola wag appointed by-counci] twp
months ago following th-eN.ovember res-
ignation ~of former mayor - ‘Hugh ,
Broughton, for bersonalreasong, - :

Coun. Dennig Smyk was appointed to |

Ineil shortly after |
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After a long absence
Carlo Catlarello has returned

to Pickle Lake. Carlo
spent 20 years teaching at
the Haileybury School of
Mines. He is better known
tous old timers as the former

mill super at Umex Thierry -

Mine in Pickle Lake. Catlo
is back to supervise things
at the Pickle Crow venture.
I understand that four local
residents have been hired
on here and that the ship
now flies the “Jolly Roger.”
N.AR. Environmental
Consultants Resources Inc.
will be holding an open
house to hear all concerns
on their proposal to dewater
the pit and underground at
Umex Mine.

I wonder if the “Hole in
the Wall Gang” ever hid
out at the Winston? Police
inquiries have routed to
recent employees.. They
must be centering their
attention on the Winston.

I heard that they were
charged again with a
liquor infraction. If I were
Boris I might begin to feel
persecuted.

. Congratulations to
Andrea and  Andrew
Both on the arrival of
their  daughter  Emily.
Welcome Allison Unrau,
our new OPP cadet and a
fresh volunteer for “fun
night.”” Both Allison and
her boyfriend Jon Moore
came out to help with the
kids on Friday. Hurray and
welcome, Jon.

Phyllis and our mayor
Roy were in Toronto to
complain about, above all,
our policing costs. So far

- the government has given

us an additional $40,000
to defray a $587,000 cost.
Yahoo!

Our condolences to the
Louis Spade family on his
recent death and to the Frank
Summers family on Frank’s

sudden and unexpected
death. Frank ran Northland
Petroleum for years and
will be sadly missed. We
also extend our sympathy to
Edith Kakekayskung on the
loss of her house.

A welcome, also to our
new doctor - Joshua El
Batrik. Yes it is unbelievable
but little Pickle Lake was
able to find a doctor thanks
to our community friend
Ed Navala and of course
Doctor, already [ can see

. I

your beneficial effects on
our town - see the people
exercising, people getting
rid of their tobacco habit,
and the Windsor salt mines
may go broke if people
stop using salt. When May
31 rolls around and the
provincial smoking ban
comes into effect we’ll be
ready.

Winter roads are now
going full steam. Fuel is
going up non-stop as the
bands attempt to fill their

fuel farms and stock pile
enough for the coming
year. The season for winter
roads will be a short one as
our weather has not been
cold enough to make good
ice. Daylight hours are
getting noticeably longer
and sun melts ice.

I was in Sioux Lookout
for a PA.CE. meeting.

Dick MacKenzie was kind

enough to give me a tour
of the new hospital site -
yes there is a site and it is

being cleared. Sioux looks
to be growing but what
they need is a big bucks
entrepreneur to put in a
subdivision. Where is the
vacant housing?

I stayed at the Forest [nn
while i Sioux Lookout
- impeccable service and
such friendly, helpful,
accommodating staff.

Before I forget, thanks to
Mary MacKenzie for a good

- tour of City Hall. So that is

where all the tax dollars go.



- pers, hunters 'and anglers concluded

‘ple. from’:atross Northern Ontario at-

arrday, March 11,

da conferenee\fﬂr*NAN‘trapm

“Thunder Bay. About 60 peo-










} Wedneisd (

BY WARD; HQLLAND e ne I Thunder Bay lawyer . Fiist Nations, busin
d Gper: et mclpahtleskto sell

P'eople interested in gefietating enet-
gy from the sun, wind and other renew-
able resources were thiilled: Tuesday they 1l glve producers
with the Ontario government’s lat@stan-~ watt-hiour.” }
nouitcement; ' “The Min stry of Energy saif
- The Otitario Power Authority will buy gram will come mto effect
electrlclty produced by wind, biemassor fow nionths, v
smiall Hydroelectric facﬂltles for 11 cerits - ‘Before, utility Compania
a-kilowatt-hour, and from solar panel _homegwne[‘s

¢ partner Prank I1- - -mE(ny are 50 years old and stﬂl workmg

systems for 42 cetits 4 kw b Premier Dal- provmce §eld T solar and wind - fine,
tm}‘McGumty sald i Cambrldge  The new sydten Allows to'peoplé who " Tim Wilson, acustomer ser 'ces man
Ithink it's a wonderful step; becaise gt paid, ' ,:ager for Thunder Bay Hydrt

it's going to-stimulate the industry for “They can actually m
sure” said Jane OIdale k:! NGEblng tOWIl mlnlsfry Spokesman Te
ship resident. “Tt'll make people realize
that it's not just the big utility compa-
nies that can produse and sell power.”

' utlhty will help anyone

Regulatlons set by the Ontario Energy
Board and Electrical - ‘Safety uthority
have to be followed, Wilson'said.




.. commitment fro

: @nt — Sail
Ste arie: has recej ed '$15-mﬂ110n
th ‘ e

ject developed by
oper Philip Gar-

tourist attraction
Northern:D lEvelopment Minister Rick
Barto] el dninounced the Investmety a1
‘whishiwasaliocated o the Northern 0
tarm'Hemtag F!Ind* arg; ore:

edstarn” Ontarlocn:y‘."
v _opmen “Miifiste
estzme iiday

the $54-m11110n destination 111‘18]31
Toronto-based developer Philip Garfo
.- The:Borealis complex will-teature;
it clifnate-controlled envmnmems

e mazes, and eave i MR
‘ er:features: mclude’atperformmgﬁart thea;ime srektai:
rantsiand.ansdceshotel. -

Borea.hs wﬂ]g be the largest t@unsm ttraetle

P‘%ﬁﬂ&ﬂ
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It’sa slaughter' ombudsman

Report slams provmczal property assessment agency

THE CANADIAN PRESS

TORONTO — Appealing a property assess-
ment in Ontario is a “David versus Goliath”
battle against a byrzantine, self-importdnt
Crown corporation that's been thwarting
frustrated taxpayers for years, the provinee’s
ombudsman said Tuesday,

Andre Marin's scathing report on the Mu-
nicipal Property Assessment Corp, describes
the property assessor as an elitist operation
with a “superiority complex” and “question-
able practices” that result in thousands of in-
correct evaluations each yvear

Such assessments are critical in determin-
ing a homeowner’s property tax bill,

Despite being a Crown corporation, Marin
said MPAC acts like a private, independent .
business that doesn't appreciate challenges to
its appraisals of 4.4 million Ontario homes
and hides information about its analyses
from taxpayers who want to appeal,

“In one corner you have the average citi-
zen, with scant information on his property

and very little additional useful information
to make his case, facing an adversary in the
other corner with a full bank of relevant data
— collected at taxpayers expense " Marm said
i releasmg his report.

“This is not a match—up, it'’s a slaughter —
and it's happenmg in tens of thousands of

Cases every vear.”

Marin said MPAC has agreed to accept 17 of

his 20 recommendations — including provid-

ing homeowners with more detai? about their
assessiments to. prevent errors — and intends
to review the other three,

The report comes just days before Friday’s
deadline for Ontario homeowners to appeal
their 2006 property assessments, which ar-
rived in mailboxes last fall. Fmance Minister
Dwight Duncan will table legislation today to
extend the deadtine by 90 days.

“We take his recommendations very seri-
ously,” Duncan said.

Extending the .deadline could lead to a
flood of appeals, A 1990 reform of Manitoba’s
property assessment system led to record-
high appeals in the city of Winnipeg,

Marin launched his review of the cor pora-
tion after hundreds of complaints from home-
owners poured in last fall, when assessments
spiked an average of 14.35 per cent. Many
complalned about poor customer service,
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Continued f from front
province * uploading tand

ambulance costs, providing -
fimds for ‘roadwork; and -
-mplm,shmgﬁmdswaclear :
‘message lobbying by the
‘Mummpahtymbemghe“ﬂff-

.-:bythe;xuvmoe

It - was, mdwated lﬂ.-

'Ihlsmsasmpnse

Her hope is: that now

"fedmlﬁmmgwﬂlgeta

’ -"'moveon

of council. We’ve wanted to

- getat it and there just hasn’t
-_beenenoughleﬁovertodﬁ”

~-_Andaswewmﬁ?mg"°
keepupmﬂlmﬂmnance,
 our roads were actually -
-_beoommgmmmedlswpmrf'
it gives us money to work
~with now,” Kiepek said.

soﬂalslsgoodmws
Coumdlor

repmemauveonﬂw

" KDSB commented, "Ihe?'

fromlhe pmvwee ﬁnally

Commentmg on the. -
lssueofmads Kiepek said,
“It’s always been a priority

‘Leney, the  Municipal

‘uploading some of the cost

.:whlchlssupposedtobea j‘
50/50 basis, which it hasn’t

_been for the last. seveml-
‘years. for land ambu]anoe_

”'

serwce

“He -added . there is- a_'.'
need to'upload - more. .
“Everything has to ‘be -
I just 100

uploaded...
much. money for -small

communities like  Sioux
' Lookout. With no large tax
'base we . just C&ll’t aﬂ‘ord e

lt."
Mu[nc]pa] treawrer

_Peggy Dupuis said she s

putting all'the budgets that

‘have been submitted by
the Mumclpahty s various
departments togetherintoa -
single package for review. .

- She and CAQMerlin

with-. the dcparunent'

‘manager.

Aﬁerthat,thebudgct

mllbcsubmlttedto council:

for: reoommendatlons

Dupmssaldsheexpects'
the budget to be taken to-
council before the endof."

ﬂlemonﬂ:l. :
- In regard to- the newly

With no large tax base the town just can’t afford it

Inacldltlontomorcﬂlan -
half a mllhon dollazs the
-Municipality will ‘receive
_‘ﬂmough Move Ontano :
the- Municipality is ' still
.jwmtmgtohearﬂmslamsof_
a COMRIF application to -
receive approximately $4.6
'mﬂhontobeusedformad
__mpalrs

condition *of local roads -
'wasofgm\tml’“mto%
m but” with -which -
they felt a low level of -

announced money for_ |

salcl that since she is still -

working on the budget, she -

is not sure what impact that - .

| .money will have. . '
Dewing will then go over - -
“each department’s budget

Mayor - Klepek added

- that thé province s stlll_ G

" working to find what is .
needed to bring Sioux
Lookout and Pickle Lake .

in line' with northern

. municipalities -and - what
'theypaypm'household for

- policing.

“The lobbying is paying

' f_off Itisn toveryet,b“tlt’
.astalt.” R
.- N



aster treats with

lot of zeros for

T

1e Municipality of
ioux Lookout

Tim Brody
StAFF WRITER

S said good things come
7 threes and Sioux Lookout
nayor Cathy Kiepek couldn’t
> mote.

scently, the Municipality
d out it will receive over
illion dollars from various
oes!

he Municipality will receive
1,175 from the Kenora District

ices Board as a refund.

his represents the
icipality’s share of the
1/05 deficit in the land
ulance program.

he Ministry of Health and
g-Term Care has provided
ling to the KDSB through a

recently announced 50/50 funding
process to be spread over three
years until “true” 50/50 funding
is accomplished in 2008.

The Municipality will also
receive $566,912 through the
Move Ontario — Improving Roads
and Bridges budget initiative
announced in the provincial
budget on March 23.

The Municipality will receive
a Special Assistance Grant of
$350,000 to replenish reserves
that went toward lowering last
year’s increase in taxes.

The loss of funds meant the
cancellation of capital projects in
2005.

Mayor Kiepek said the

See WITH on page 6
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- Pickle Lake mayor thrilled with interest in local mine

Tim Brody
StarF WRITER

e B
threatening
to turn over

operation of the
community to  the
- provincial government,

Pickle Lake mayor Roy
Hoffman said it’s about
time some good news
came his' community’s
way.

That good news came
in the form of Richview
Resources Inc. holding

an open house in the

- = -

community April 4 in
which residents could
learn more about the
company’s plans to
dewater the Umex
Thierry Mine.
Locatedapproximately
15 kilometres west of
The Township of Pickle

Lake, the mine produced
copper from the 1970s to
early 80s. The site was
closed in 1998.

The dewatering
process is expected to
take nine to 10 months
to complete prior to
underground exploration

—

work commencing.
“That,” said Hoffman,
“is very good news for
the community.”
Once the exploration

work begins, advanced

exploration is likely to
create 10 — 20 jobs plus
spin-off benefits.

The company will
be looking for copper,
but when it was open in
past years the mine also

- produced some nickel and

a little gold and silver.
The dewatering

process is slated to get

underway in May.
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LA Mlshkeegogamang famﬂyt L ; . ‘ o
wasgrantedspeaalperm:ssmn,f e “Idonttlnnktherewouldbe '
‘to-bury afoved one in Pickle . .that much damage

'_: . *One ofthe reasons being,

-fa.lmly sald they believe - there. is.too miich dama i
nouring their traditional .. done€ toithe grass from machin: |

culture, wluch fol]ama person"___ _.'ery exposing lawn --f '

L . “The beard made ademswnf £

1f your lnved Qne dies, they sy

-’years ago to discourage winter .
burials:: but: they. dre not - .
" banned,” she said. “The reason. -
_we came 10 that demslon was

won tbe burled urml the end'-'
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Wasaya An'ways Lp opened a
ew hase in Timmins May 15.

President and chief execu-
ve officer Tom Morris said

Vasaya recently acquired a
ilatus PC-12 aircraft, which
an be easily converted into a

ombination passenger/cargo .

ervice for its Timmins opera—
011
Wasaya s newest operations

neludes a 3,600 square foot”
angar space, offices and pas- -~ -}

enger waiting lounge. .
-The PC:12 comes eqmpped

vith executive leather seats

vhich can accommodate up to
ifié PasSEngers.

‘Chartered flights w1ll
nclude destinations such as
sudbury, Sault Ste. Marie,

Aoosonee, Attawapiskat, Fort 3
\lbany, Kashechewan, Hearst,-  §

North Bay and Peawanuck.
“The Timmins base will
-ome under the direction of the
“harter Sales group of Wasaya
\irways LP and will be over-

;een by Sean Davies; charter.

Wasaya’s has four other
-bases. Its, headquarters, is
located in Thunder Bay. - -
_ Sioux Lookout, Red Lake and
Pickle Lake also have Wasaya

sales manager,” Morris said.
Daily operations will be--

administered out of the Thun-

der Bay system operauons con-

bases.

- A grand opening in Timmins

is scheduled for June. Wasaya
j5 100 per cent First Nations
owned. e

W/é’/ “l ’_mM%’w@m -

Left: AWasaya Airways pilot moves a plane toward the hangar at
the new facility in Timmins, On. | -
nght The new hangar is seen from a \mde angle
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