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Land ambulance
fate to be demded

NORTHWEST BUREAU

The Kenora District Services Board will decide Wednesday
how land ambulance service will be provided in the Kenora
district after Jan. 1. _

KDSB administrator Sten Lif said yesterday that the 13
board members from area municipalities will review their op-
tions and make a final decision on the matter then. j

Those options include: having the KDSB deliver land ambu-
lance service; consider service providers in another jurisdic-
tion; resume negotiations for services with the four area hospi-
tals; or contract the service out to a private company.

Paramedics have said they are opposed to privatization,

Municipalities take over control of land ambulance services
across the province on Jan. 1 as part of a provincial download-
ing exercise.

District hospitals currently operate the land ambulance ser-
vices in the Kenora, Sioux Lookout, Dryden and Red Lake ar-
eas. ‘
While the KDSB has negotiated land ambulance agreements
with Sioux Narrows and Pickle Lake, it failed to get agree-
ments with the four district health centres during talks two
;months ago.

Area hospitals have issued layoff notices to all their ambu-
lance attendants, effective Jan. 1.
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.-,Ambulan_ce
service hunt
‘continues

', BY BRYAN MEADOWS

. NORTHWEST BUREAU

The Kenora District Services Board
has rejected a Manitoba firm'’s proposal
' to provide “privately-run” land ambu-
- lance service in the district.

' Instead, the board will try to reach an

- agreement with the four area hospitals

currently providing service in the Dry-
den, Kenora, Sioux Lookout, Red Lake
and Ignace areas.

“We’ve asked to meet with representa-
tives of the hospitals next week” to re-
sume talks for a multi-year agreement to
deliver land ambulance services, KDSB
administrator Sten Lif said yesterday,

Lif said a proposal from Criti-Care of
Winnipeg was rejected because the
board felt the company lacked experi-
ence in land ambulance coverage in a
. such a large geographical area in all sea-
Sons.

Also, he said, the cost quoted was sub-
stantially more than what the Ministry
of Health has allocated for district land
. ambulance service in 2001. i

Criti-Care’s was the only proposal
submitted as of last Friday’s deadline.

Lif said the KDSB will continue to
pursue certification from the ministry to

- provide land ambulance service directly,

- should negotiations with the four hospi-
tals fail.
“We don’t have a long time line to
this,” Lif said, adding there will be ser-
, vice as of Jan, 1 when municipalities
take control of land ambulance services
~ under provincial downloading.
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Rural medical _:
school backed
by physicians

The Ontario Region of
the Society of Rural Physi-
cians has endorsed the con-
cept of a rural medical
school. While such a school
may add only 12-14 doctors
a year to rural Ontario, it is
hoped that will raise the
bar for the other medical
schools.

As the society sees it,
only in conjunction with an
increase in the other med-
ical schools and reform of
their training towards
more rural-friendly, can a
significant change occur
throughout the medical
educational system.

Dryden’s Dr. Carl Eisen-
er said, in a news release,
“One of the problems of the
existing system is that the
schools are accepting a dis-
proportionate number of
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students from southern
and urban Ontario, even
though studies clearly show
that they are unlikely to
practise in the rural north.
We need a school in the
North for the North, but
«also to change the South.”

The current shortage of
physiciansin rural Ontario,
estimated at 400 doctors,
will double by the time a
northern/rural = medical
school graduates its first
physician. The society notes
that, even if the school
achieves a 40 per cent, rate
-of students remaining in
rural or northern practices
— unprecedented in Cana-
da — there will be far too
few graduates to make a
significant difference. That
18 why a northern school
would help in changing the
outlook of existing medical
schools, observes the physi-
cians’ group.

The concept of a rural
medical school, based at
Thunder Bay and Sudbury,
is now hefore the Expert
Panel in Ontario. The panel
18 expected to report to
Health Minister Elizabeth
Witmer by the end of
November. *
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Welfare drug testing in the works

THE CANADIAN PRESS

TORONTO - The Ontario govern-
ment has unveiled a controversial plan
which would make it the first province in
Canada to force welfare recipients to un-
dergo drug testing before giving them
their cheques.

The move has raised the ire of ac-
tivists who say such a move would violate
human rights, and harm children and
single mothers,

province will meet with municipalities
and legal experts to hammer out details,

Critics were immediately skeptical of
the plan, denouncing it as a ploy to pare
down Ontario’s welfare rolls.

Andrea Calver of the Ontario Coali-
tion for Social Justice said mandatory
testing would have a serious impact on
single mothers and children, who make
up a large segment of the 450,000 Ontari-
ans currently on welfare,

“Half of the peo-
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refused treatmen H M
would be ineligible John Baird E:ioéi le(?afifv:?lf%‘rlet,‘s
for assistance. Social Services Minister wrong.”

Baird insisted When asked what
the plan is designed form of testing and

to help drug addicts rather than punish
them. “It’s tough to get a job and hold a
Job if you're addicted to drugs,” he said.

The proposal is subject to a six-week
consultation process during which the

what types of “treatment” were being
proposed, the minister’s press secretary
said Baird plans to travel the province to
consult with experts and “the general
public” before deciding. “Nothing has

been ruled out,” said Dan Miles.

The proposal has already been ques-
tioned by Ontario’s Human Rights’ Com-
missioner Keith Norton,

In a confidential letter to the govern-
ment last year, Norton warned that drug
users cannot be denied welfare benefits
because addiction problems are consid-
ered a handicap under the province’s Hu-
man Rights Code. )

And people who work with the
province’s drug addicts say they’re al-
ready stretched to their limit dealing
with current case loads, and do not have
the resources to treat more patients. !

“We have a significantly over-stressed
system where we have waiting lists that
are sometimes as long as six months,”
said Dennis Long of the Ontario Federa-
tion of Community Mental Health and
Addiction programs.

“And we really have a struggle trying
to keep up with the work we currently
have.”

When asked whether the government
had budgeted for additional treatment fa-
cilities, Miles said Baird was aware the
proposal would require a significant
cash commitment.
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'BY BRYAN MEADOWS
INORTHWEST BUREAU

¢ Thejury is out on whether mail-in bal-
doting is the best voting system in a mu-
icipal election.

¢ Dryden city clerk Linda Lemieux said
iesterday that while counting the ballots
twas a slower than usual, more voters
seemed to embrace the concept than
ithree years ago.

Mail-in balloting was approved this
.year by Dryden and Fort Frances coun-
«cils after the province approved the
‘method for municipal elections.

« Lemieux said ballot counting was
slowed by the two extra steps required.

¢ “We had to open the envelopes and re-
anove the ballot” which took time, she
isaid.

i However, she said, the ballot count
was still completed about an hour earlier

than in the last election when polling sta-
tions were set up across the city.

Voter turnout was up six per cent over
the 1997 election at 57 per cent, she said.

“I think (mail-in balloting) is worth-
while.” i

Under mail-in rules, eligible voters
can mail their ballots or drop them off at
the municipal office prior to the voting
deadline,

In the past, voters received a package

containing a declaration and oath, and a ,

secrecy envelope in which a ballot was
sealed until the vote count,

Fort Frances’ voter turnout was about
the same as in 1997, with about 50 per
cent of eligible voters returning mail-in
ballots.

“On the surface it seemed to create
more voter turnout,” Fort Frances ad-
ministrator Bill Naturkach said, adding
a lack of issues may have softened voter
interest.

“There were no hot issues and a lot of
incumbents were running” for council,
he said.

Naturkach said the system appeared
to be “fairly voter-convenient.”

“Counting of the ballots went off with-
out any glitches,” he said.

“In hindsight, we could have had more
ballot counting teams or three people to a
team” to speed things up.

Fort Frances had six teams of two
counting ballots Monday.

Naturkach said the system “is more
controllable” for scrutineers, “with not
as many people and sites involved,”

“Cost-wise is about the same, mayhe a
little less,” he said.

Lemieux does have some suggestions
to improve mail-in balloting.

“We should have three people instead
of two (on the ballot counting teams) . . .
one to open the ballots and two for count-
ing and recording,” she said.

Mail-in voting under scrutiny

Municipal clerks have some ideas for making the system better

“If we do it again, an extra person
would cut time down considerably.”’

She said the school board znd city
should meet ta finalize the voters’ list pri-
or to the mail-out of voter packages to
prevent duplication.

The latter was a concern expressed by
some who felt parents of children away
at university could have voted for their
offspring, or people could have voted
more than once via unused packages
they came across.

Lemieux said she felt there was little,
if no, ahuse of the system.

“It’s hard to say — the onus is on the
voter to obey the rules and not to vote
twice,” she said.

Naturkach said abuse of the mail-in
“was a question, not a concern” in Fort
Frances.

“There’s always the p. tial for
abuse” in any balloting system, he said.
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All election results finally in

NORTHWEST BUREAU

The following are the election results
in municipalities west of Thunder Bay:

(Note: * denotes incumbent in that po-
sition; T denotes candidate was ac-
claimed).

ALBERTON

Reeve — John Millingt

Council (4 to be elected) — Roger SimmsT,
Wayne McKayt, Doug Mitchellt, Bill Morrisont,

Plehiscite: Are you in favour of construction of a
new community hall in the Township of Alberton? -
217 opposed, 37 in favour, one spoiled ballot.

ATIKOKAN

Mayor — Dennis Brown* 1,028, Robert David-
son 611

Council (6 to be elected) — Cathe Hoszowski
1,439, Bill Bell* 1,393, Garry McKinnon* 1,347,
Dave Maynard* 1,263, Charles Viddal* 1,039,
Fred Wilson 742, Miles Brown 647, Darrin Hanlon
627,

Rainy River District School Board (1 to be
elected) — Judy Eluikt

Northwest Catholic District School Board (3 to
be elected) — John Mclnnis 240, Ken Sawchuk*
221, Marie Warren* 213, Edgar Morrissette* 166

CHAPPLE

Reeve — Cecil Wilson* 129, Ron Forbes 55

Council (4 to be elected) — Ward 1: Bill
Clink*t; Ward 2: Jackie Champagne*t; Ward 3:
Peter Van Heyst* 30, Stephen Szeeder 19; Ward 4:
Rick Neilson*t

DAWSON

Reeve — John Amundsont

Counclil (4 to be elected) — Worthington Ward:
Linda Armstrong*t; Dilke Ward: Alphonse
Langlais*t; Atwood Ward: John Sanderson 81,
Archie Wiersema* 51; Blue Ward: Charles John-
sont.

Northwest Catholic District School Board (1 to
be elected) — Marc Chojko-bolect

DRYDEN

Mayor — Sid Wintle 3,179, Emil Lippert 266

Council (6 to be elected) — Bill Brown* 2,416,
Brian Collins 1,943, Brian England* 1,931, Velma
Silver 1,916, Anne Krassilowsky 1,823, Joe De-
laney 1,636, Al Hymers 1,524, Murray Nephew
1,145, Elva Watts 1,111, Don Latimer 1,057, Don
Skomoroh 1,055, Vaughan Cochrane 1,023, John
Greer 647

Keewatin-Patricla District School Board (1 to
be elected) — Ed Arnold*f

Northwest Catholic District School Board (2 to
be elected) — Wade Petranick 443, Cynthia
Bernie-Cossais 351, Joanne Kusnick 334

EAR FALLS

280 ;

FORT FRANCES

Mayor — Glenn Witherspoon* 2,245, Allan Be-
dard 1,008

Council (6 to be elected) — Deane Cunning-
ham 2,906, Dave Bourgeault* 2,798, Roy Avis*
2,619, Sharon Tibbs* 2,556, Struchan Gilson*
2,485, Neil Kabel 2,215, Bill Martin* 2,130

Rainy River District School Board (2 to be
elected) — Dan Belluzt, Gordon McBridet

Northwest Catholic District School Board (3 to
be elected) — Anne-Marie Fritzgeraldf, Gerry
Rousseaut, Cheryl Lovisat

IGNACE

Mayor — Suzanne Smith 571, Andre Tardiff*
386

Council (4 to be elected) — Dennis Smyk 596,
Rudy Hulina 563, Charlene Ramage-Fluet 482,
Hugh Broughton* 461, Erik Thingstad* 435, John
Taddeo* 415, George Manchulenko 392, Steve
Baker* 119

Keewatin-Patricia District School Board (1 to
be elected) — Dave Penney t

KENORA

Mayor — Dave Canfield* 4,036, Chuck Tyrrell
2,896, Alan Miller 1,033

Council (6 to be elected) — Rory McMillan
5,290, Ted Szajewski* 4,908, Ron Lunny 4,432,
Don McDougall 3,990, Colin Wasacase 3,837, In-
grid Parkes* 3,346, Synthia Delaney 2,940, Bert
Alcock 2,692, Russ Desjarlais* 2,587, Ed De-
gagne 1,769, John O'Flaherty 1,764, Barry Brown
1,447, Bob Edlund 1,300, Emily Tachnyk-Roulston
1,034, Richard Green 706

Keewatin-Patricia District School Board (3 to
be elected) — Jim Dunphy 3,689, David Gibson
3,301, Cecile Marcino 3,194, Chris Poate 2,515,
Lothar Romstedt 1,984, Vic McQueen 1,256, Bar-

ry Wilwand 1,083 .

. Northwest Catholic District School Board (5 to
be elected) — Jim Amest, Michael Favreaut, Pa-
tricia Hudsont, Paul G. Lunnyt, David McCannt

Lake of the Woods District Hospital Board (10
to be elected) — Ferg Penner 5,615, Annette Ro-
manek 5,141, Pete Sarsfield 4,562, Dave
Schwartz 4,459, Robert Aitken 4,242, Joe Fregeau
4,160, Joan Reid 4,041, Laurelly Nickel 3,707,
Phil Mostow 3,669, Chester Scott 3,304, Beverley
Ann Treusch 2,706, Bill Richardson 2,524, Art
Mior 2,384, Blair Hutchings 2,159

LAKE OF THE WOODS

Reeve — Valerie Pizey*

Council (4 to be elected) — Ward 1: Lund-
gren* 95, Alfred Gate* 56, Glen Anderson 42,
Leonard Larson* 48, ; Ward 2: Joann Moen* T, Ken
Pentney*f

LAVALLE

Reeve — Ken McKinnon* 194, Emily Watson
115

Council (4 to be elected) — James Belluz 249,
Freeda Carmody* 233, Tom Morrish 221, Richard
Seidel 204, Dale Stamarski* 183

Rainy River District School Board (1 to be
elected) — Martin Darraht

MACHIN

Mayor — Arne Bratland 247, Tom Doherty 173,
Barbara Beernaerts* 87, Roy Anderson 69

Council (4 to be elected) — Sandra Walkey
329, Loretta Prosken 254, Bill Wiedenhoeft* 239,
Garry Parkes* 182, Chris Rodgers* 177, Lou Mur-
ray 170, Brad Munford 158, Gordon Barker 151,
Conrad Musyj 131, Chris Mallyon 87

Keewatin-Patricia District School Board (1 to
be elected) — Biil Dawest

« Continued on page A8
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