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Ambulance |
negotiations
continue

BY BRYAN MEADOWS
NORTHWEST BUREAU

Kenora district land ambulance ser-
vice delivery negotiators are being tight-
lipped about progress, if any, in talks
held over the past three weeks,

“We hope to provide recommenda- |
tions to the board one way or the other”
following two more days of talks next
week, Kenora District Services Board |
administrator Sten Lif said yesterday.

KDSB officials and representatives of |
four district hospitals met for a second |
time last week to try and iron out a mul-
ti-year agreement to continue land am-
bulance service after Jan. 1.

That’s when municipalities take con-
trol of land ambulance services across
the province as part of a provincial |
downloading exercise.
~ Lif said negotiators “hope to finalize
things next week.” |

He refused to provide details about
the negotiations which are being held
under a media blackout.

“We'll see what we get next week,” he
said.

~ The KDSB is expected to make a deci-
sion on land ambulance delivery at a
Dec. 14 meeting. .

Last month the board rejected a pro-
posal from a Manitoba firm to provide a

privately-run land

[ SES—— ambulanceservice.
HEALTH Officials  have
tried since then to
Meeting today negotiate an agree-
about KDSB ment with the four
providing hospitals which are
land ambulance | providing service
service in the Dryden,
on its own Kenora,  Sioux
Lookout, Red Lake

" and Ignace areas.

Meanwhile, the
KDSB is pursuing certification from the.
Ministry of Health to provide land am-
bulance services directly should negotia- -
tions with the hospitals fail.

The board and ministry are to meet
today to go over certification criteria.

The KDSB has assured the public and
paramedics that there will be a publicly-
run land ambulance service as of Jan. 1.

- While the KDSB has negotiated agree-
ments with Sioux Narrows and Pickle
Lake, it has failed in talks with the four
district health centres which have issued
lavoff notices to all ambulance atten-




Pickle
Lake

By Graeme Mackechnie

1ERE would seem
0 be another mass
xodus from Pickle
d particularly from
s of our major em-
- Wasaya. Dave
| is leaving for
1 s0 we will also
iaand baby. Wardo
g the ranks and [

imagine Janelle will be go-
ing too. Linda Peake is off
to Keswick sometime in the
near future. Tom Meilleur
isleaving the Wasayaranks
as well. Bob Bileski has his
handsfull withstaffing prob-
lems; with no more hair to
pulloutin frustration what is
next - Glen’s?

A belated happy birth-
day to Linda Pickett and
Ivan Trudel! Dec. 9 is a
busy day starting with the
Lions “Breakfast with
Santa,” the R.C. Church
Craft and Bake Sale and
the Wasaya Christmas
fling. This Wasaya Christ-
mas party promises to be
bigger and better with a
now experienced team, Bob
and Glen manning the helm.

Bob Naultdid pay a visit

“to Pickle Lake. [ knew it

would pay off for the Lib-
erals. Bob was re elected!

Bobvisited the Lions Craft
and Bake Sale - everyone
in town must have been
there. I believe he ended
up holding one of the win-
ning draw tickets. Thanks
for the visit - we know
we’re not forgotten now.
Last time I inquired
Canterra had 40 loads out
of the Pickle Crow Site. I
believe this phase of the
bulk sample should be com-

pleted soon. [ haven’tbeen

out to the site but I under-
stand that they have quite a
trench blasted cut. Avalon
has been working up at
Lilypad Lake. It would be
interesting to see if their
stock is doing anything. I
do know that our Northern
Store has been doing a good
business providing their
supplies.

Natasha Menard and
Ryan Mousseau will soon
be tying the knot. Erica
Graham is off to Africa to

_be.married over the Christ-

SLBdlepn. Peclipd

mas holidays and Carla??
Volleyballisinfull swing
atCrolancia. Tuesday night
at 7:00 pm everyone is
welcome, so come on
down. Theiceisfinallystay-
ing frozen in the arena.
Harold got three floods on
ityesterday andourrir. .t
Mark was flooding during
the night. Eric Brazeau is
making the ice in the curl-
ingrink so be sure tostop in
and tell him what he’s ao-
ingwrongor...lendahand.
~ Council has decided to
have outgoing Mayor Jim
Dalzell’s name inscribed on
our community plaque in
recognition of his many
years on council! I hope
Jim doesn’tdrop his volun-
teer activities as the kids
always enjoy being ye |
at by him at our Friday
Night Fun Night. Wasaya
is also looking for a Head
Shipper and Receiver as
Albert Van De Kraats has



