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Theft charg;es laid |

0 Sioux Lookout’s former
&accounts administrator
wfaces charges of theft over
~$5,000 following a three-
3month investigation by the
W Sioux Lookout detachment
of the Ontario Provincial
Police.
After an investigation

Yinto the theft of approxi-

Y mately $10,000 from the
a Town of Sioux Lookout,

-~ police charged the local
woman with theft over
$$5,000 and theft under
$5,000.

< Police allege the money
was stolen from wvarious
town accounts between
December 1997 and Octo-
ber 1999 by the former
administrator.

Bev Carson, 30, has been
summoned to appear in
Sioux Lookout Criminal
Court on Jan. 24, 2000. *




Justry Canada will
oose method to pick
1 phone provider

3y ANN HARVEY

STAFF WRITER

JUSTRY Canada is
cting a method to pick
ch of two applicants will
 Sioux Lookout with
service.

Thunder Bay Mobility
alf of the City of Dryden

City of Thunder Bay)
erior Wireless applied to
band B to serve two

areas. These are: the
y 17 corridor from Ver-
3ay to Red Lake and the
v 17 and Highway 72 cor-
»m Raith to Dinorwic and

to Sioux Lookout.

Industry Canada gave the com-
panies a chance to work out a
deal themselves but that opportu-
nity closed without result at the

end of 1999 and the ball is back in

the government’s court. Ina phone
interview Jan. 4, Carl Olsen, In-
dustry Canada’s Toronto-based

‘Ontario spectrum management

director, said there could be three
alternatives, but in this case only
two apply. .

“Selection by chance is gone.”
This option would be a lottery or
draw in which random chance
decides the outcome, he said.

- See MINISTER page 6

Funding for winter road projects
benefits many

By CoLin LOUGHEED
STAFEWRITER

IM HUDAK, Minister

of Northern Develop-

ment and Mines an-
nounced that new funding
would be allocated for building
more winter roads in many
northern communities.

This comes as good news to
many First Nation communities
who will have their cost of living
reduced when they’re better
connected to larger centres
during the winter months.

Transporting equipment to
and from the north will be sig-
nificantly cheaper with new
winterroads. Previously, many
northerncommunities could only

ship freight via air or water.
Now they’ll have better access
year ‘round.

Some of the larger contribu-
tions will go to: Matawa First
Nation Management, which will
receive $547,650 for the build-
ing of a road to Nibinamik,
Lansdowne House, Fort Hope
and Webequie; Asheweig,
which willreceive $477,000 for
the building of a winter road
from Pickle North and an all-
seasonroadto Kingfisher Lake,
Wunnumin Lake, Kasbonika
Lake, Wawakapewin,
Wapekeka, and Big Trout Lake;
and Fort Severn, which will re-
ceive $210,600 for the construc-
tion of a winter road from
Shamattawa, Manitoba.

Significant contributions will
also be made to Sandy Lake,
North Spirit Lake, Cat Lake,
and Muskrat Dam. Sandy Lake
will receive $172,000 toward a
winter road from Deer Lake
Road and a blasting project that
willimprove safety. North Spirit
Lake will have $156,600 for the
construction of a winter road
from the all-season Nungessor
Road.

Cat Lake will get $154,800
for a winter road from Pickle
Lake, while Muskrat Dam will
receive $145,800 to connect a
winter road from Round Lake.

Alsoincludedin the develop-
ment are Bearskin Lake and
Sachigo Lake, both of which
will geta winterroad to connect
them to Muskrat Dam.

See WINTER page 7
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Mihiéter of Industryq.]bhn Manley
will make the ﬁnal decision

Contmued from front _
~ “That’s a process that
both 'parties would have to
agrce to.” The apphcants
ehmmated it. '
‘We’re now workmg on
-noosing: do. we use a se-

lection by auction or do we
Use a process ‘where - we.
select it by who has submit-

ted the application that

meets our cntcna"” said".
Olsen. This last option, the

comparative process, sets

out criteria- such as: how .
quickly the service would

be available; what services

. The applicants havé_ to .

submit information on the

requirements. This is stud-

ied by the federal govern-
“ment’s Industry Canada
“Then we
rate them by pomts accord-
: 1ng to the criteria.”

_Theevaluations aregiven_

staff he said.

to the Ministry of Industry,

currently: John' Manley,

B wquldbeavm__lable,andpmof are approved in ad\_rance
of financial capability for-
providing the service. -

by the minister.”

Olsen said the compara-
tive process is the ‘most
commonly used system.

‘Auctioning was introduced

a few months ago for dig-
ltal phones — the second
generatlon of cellular.

It is similar to the proc—

_ess -of tendering bids for

public contracts. One dif-

ference is that it allows.'

multiple rather than a one-

who makes the final deci- -

ston. “The process itself

and, of course, the criteria

i

shot chance.

Atthattnme50dllcences'
were made’ aya:]able and
. all the bids were pre-quali-

fied. “It was a relatively
long auction. It took- sev-

'eralweekstocompleteand a
it was done by computer.”

~ While no decision on
" method has yet been made
jtis true the auction is more -
large
Canada-wide licencing,
said Olsen. “Weé’re trying
to keep the process as skm-
pla as-we ‘can, '

appropriate to

[ think generally they
(theappllcants) would pre-

fer the comparatlve proc-
ess. The industry has said
that to us many times.

- “Auctioning is new, It
doesn’t ‘'have the same

‘comfort level as the com- -

parative process has.”
Olsen. said. Industry
Canada doesn’t have a

deadline for making the de- -
cision butit is “trying to do
thisas fast as we can. We're.

trying fo accelerate it, tak-
ing into account we’re only

- “It’s not the same thing
as trying to divvy.up To-

tonto, 'Monlrea_l, 'Vancodf
~ver and all of Alberta.” .

Once the government
picksa process then ‘the

: 'appllcants needtimetopre-

pare, eitherimplementinga

btddmg process or prepar- . -

ing a report of the com- .
parative process. :
Nofixed tlmellnelsavaii- ‘
ablc he said.

Sioux Lookout - Mayor' .
John McDonald has re-

ported to town eouncil that

. helis making weekly phone
ycalls to Industry Canada to
~ talkingabout two corridors. -

keep track of progress and
encourage prompt decl-
smn—makmg '



