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Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwu'g
hires their own doctor

Just in time for
Christmas, MSB

sent the gift

by Joyce Atcheson

- Kitchenuhmaykoosib
Inninuwug has been
given access to the ser-
vices of Dr. Joe Dooley.

Dooley began working
in the nursing station
on Dec. 20 on a four-day
visit and is scheduled
for another visit in
January.

Chief Donny Morris of
Kitchenuhmaykoosib
Inninuwug says, “I
appreciate the work of
Jim Morris, IFNA, the
Sioux Lookout First
Nations Health
Authority and Janet
Gordon, who helped to
make this happen. It is

an early Christmas gift
for Dooley to be here.”
The chief learned Dec.
16 that the alternate
physician services
arrangement was a go
ahead: that Dooley
would be permitted into
the nursing station.
“MSB is allowing
that,” he says. But

Morris is still concerned -

about how the federal
government came to
their decision. “Who are
they listening to -
McMaster or the com-
munity?

“We don’t know.”

Dooley, who was con-

tacted at the nursing

station on Dec. 21, says
he is there on contract
through IFNA
(Independent First
Nations Alliance) and

NAN (Nishnawbe-Aski
Nations).

“It’s good to be here.”
he says. “Hopefully this
is the start of some-
thing on-going. I think
the community is grate-
ful.”

The doctor whose ser-
vices were long request-
ed by the community
but denied under the

‘MSB/McMaster physi-

cian contract now has
access to the nursing
station equipment, staff
and files through
Medical Services
Branch Sioux Lookout
Zone Director. Janet
Gordon.

Gordon was not in the
office and did not
return calls® from
Wawatay by press time.
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Each of theformer municipalities —
including the old town of Kenora—have
two seats on the new council.

Canfield, who suggested today’s meet-
ing would run for about two hours, said

he thinks he’ll have the support of his

fellow council members and doesn’t fore-
see any infighting coming out of the old
municipal boundaries.

“I would hope everyone is here for the
same reason, and that’s to make this city
work,” said Canfield, who lives in the for-
mer Jaffray Melick — about 25 kilome-
tres from Kenora city hall.

“We're going to act like this city has
been in place for the past 100 years,” he
said.

Whether or not the three former mu-
nicipalities can by merging save as much
as $1.2 million in administrative costs as
earlier predicted remains to be seen, said
Preisentanz.

Canfield, formerly mayor of Jaffray
Melick, became the new city’s first may-
or in November, after beating fellow
front-runners Rory McMillan and Kelvin
Winkler.

On the waste management issue, Can-
field has said he favours boosting recy-

clir_lg efforts rather than traditional land-
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Firefighters’

BY JIM KELLY
THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL

Deputy Fire Chief Joe Kapla-
nis doesn’t rule out cuts because
an arbitration panel awarded
first class firefighters a 13.3-per-
cent pay hike over three years.

The raise brings a first class
fire  ter’s salary to $56,964
whe._ che three-year contract ex-
pires at the end of this year.

Kaplanis said the award ex-
ceeds the city’s standard of six
per cent over three years.

“City council has said from the
get-go that if there is more than
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two, two and two, we'd be re-

quired to find savings,” Kaplanis
said Tuesday.

«\We’ll be hard pressed to fin
savings beyond reducing fire prc
tection,” he said. ;

Kaplanis said he didn’'t wa;lt to

get into details about departm
cuts out of fairness to city coun il
members who may have just
learned about the pay raise from
a story in Tuesday’s edition of
The Chronicle-Journal. :

~ Kaplanis speculated there
would be no pay hikes for fire-
fighters in 2001 considering the
boost in the 1998-2000 contract.

CHRONICLE-

“We're already behind the
eight ball because of this latest
contract,” he said.

" Kaplanis said the fire service

“and the city’s human resources

department would have to exam-
the repercussions of the pay
aise to determine their options.

- E . Coun. Robert Tuchen-
hagen said savings would have to

be found in the fire department

because the contract is in excess
of six per cent over three years.

Coun. Joe Vanderwees is op-
posed to fire protection cuts.
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“We have to be very careful
about cutting services,” he said.

“premiums would go up like
heck. Have you seen any of those
houses in McIntyre ward? .

“They're like cathedrals and
the people who own them pay
over $4,000 in taxes,” said Vander-
wees, adding he’s concerned the
Mapleward station might be
closed. ' ‘

“We have to sit down with the
five chief and see what he thinks
before we make a political deci-
sion,” he said.

City manager Brian MacRae
said the overall cost impact of the

EEKS. P

HONE 343-6226 or 1-

contract in for a close look

13.3 per cent has to be deter-
mined.

“\We have to look at the options
dealing with the costs (of this
contract) over what (costs) a §ix-
per-cent increase over three years
would have resulted in,” said
MacRae. ;

He said it would be premature.
to suggest what the end result
mightbe. s

“But, it's not premature to say
we need to alter operations (with-
in the fire department) so the net
impact of the award over three
years is not more than six per
cent would have been.”

800-465-




SB celebrates first year

ction plans for
ew programs

By Reg Clayton

enora District Services
rd (KDSB) Sten Lif
its he’s living in inter-
ng times. However, the
llenges of overseeing

transfer of provincial
al service programs to
| administration is not
hout its frustrations and
ards.

It’s nice to be in on the
und floor. It’s interesting
ing to build something
t will be of benefit to the
ole district,” Lif acknowl-
red.

The KDSB assumed
;ponsibility for Ontario
rks, the provincial social
sistance program, on
ril 1, 1999. The board, in
rtnership with member
mmunities, has enjoyed
nsiderable success in
acing nearly half of its
0 welfare client caseload

subsidized workfare,

rnfare and learnfare pro-
ams. The achievement
s made the KDSB eligi-
e for more than $200,000

Sten Lif

under the welfare-to-work
action plan announced by
Community and Social Ser-
vices Minister Tim Hudak.
The funding will be used to
further enhance local work-
fare programs.

“The new legislation pro-
vides incentives for more
public and private sector
partners to become
involved and provide train-
ing and opportunities for
clients to increase their
educational requirements,”
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Action ple-s for new proc-ams

(continued from page 1)

Lif said, referring to the

Learning and Earning Pro-
gram (LEAP) for single
mothers on welfare as an
example.

Child Care next

The KDSB is now work-
ing to implement Child
Care services on Jan. 1,
2000 — the second social
program the board will
assume from the province.
The new responsibility will
entail an independent
review of all provincially
licensed child care pro-
grams in the Kenora dis-
trict. The in-depth study
will examine existing and
potential services at child
care centres, nursery
schools and toy lending
libraries. KDSB directors
will consider the recom-
mendation and they will be
implemented in 2001, fol-
lowing board approval.

The KDSB and member
municipalities must also
determine how last month’s
provincial budget cuts will
affect local child care pro-
grams. Municipalities will
no longer be able to claim
parent fees as part of their
20 per cent local share of
maintaining child care pro-
grams. Critics say the bud-
get cuts will reduce child
care subsidies by $25 mil-
lion provincewide.

Social Housing, with its

$3.9 million annual budget,
is the third provincial pro-
gram slated for transfer to
KDSB management. Cur-
rent legislation requires
the process to be completed
by Jan. 1, 2002.

“The devolution of that
service is going to take
longer than the other two,”
Lif predicted. The process
will involve participation
by three levels of govern-
ment to bring about the
merger of local, provincial
and federal subsidized
housing programs.

However, he believes the
transfer will occur sooner
than the provincial dead-
line, possibly as early as
next spring.

The Ministry of Munici-
pal Affairs and Housing
hosted initial meetings on
the subject in October. In
attendance were represen-
tatives from the KDSB
housing committee, non-
profit and local housing
authorities. Although, dis-
cussions touched on fund-
ing and human resource
issues, Lif noted the federal
and ' provincial govern-
ments must resolve out-
standing issues relating to
the future funding and pro-
gram responsibilities for
social and subsidized hous-
ing.

“Ottawa wants the
provinces to take over all
federal housing projects

* which Ontario will devolve

to the municipalities,” he
explained. “Therefore a sig-
nificant number of projects
must be catalogued and the
information passed on the
province.” :

Further complicating
the process is the provincial
cap on subsidies for social

‘housing. It remains to be

seen whether or not the cur-
rent level of funding is ade-
quate for municipalities to
assume responsibility for
the ongoing maintenance
and operational costs of the
properties. *




