:Cou‘ncillor
takes leave
over charges

NORTHWEST BUREAU

* Ignace township council has
granted a leave of absence to a

councillor charged with two

counts of fraud under §5,000.
Mayor Andre Tardiff said
Wednesday that Coun. Suzanne
Smith had requested the leave of
absence, from Feb. 1 to April 30.

" Smith was charged Tuesday
following an Ontario Provincial
Police investigation into an alle-
gation that township revenue

was used for personal purchases -

during the summers of 1997 and
1998. !
Smith said she has no plans to
resign from council.
She is to appear in Ignace
court on March 22,
Tardiff said the three-month
leave of absence was his pre-
ferred choice.

“Tt's better this way,” he said, -

to keep the court matter separate
from the day-to-day operation of
the municipality.

Tgnace council will be able to

conduct business with a quorum
of three councillors and the may-

T,

Meanwhile, police investiga-
tion continues into expense
claims made by Ignace council-
lors and staff between 1997 and
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OPP wants recruits from North

THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL

A veteran Northerner has been
chosen by Ontario Provincial Po-
lice to step up recruitment efforts
in Northwestern Ontario.

Sgt. Darryl Wilson, who has
been the OPP regional manager
of community policing and me-
dia spokesman, starts his new po-
sition as area recruiter in April.

Wilson’s job — a first for this
region — is to attract applicants
from Northwestern Ontario who
want to spend their careers in the
North.

Currently, most of the OPP’s
4,500 uniformed officers come
from southern Ontario.

Many are unwilling to commit
beyond a couple of years to work-
ing in a Northern community.

Nearly 400 uniformed OPP offi-
cers work in the Northwest re-
gion between White River and the
Manitoba border.

Fresh recruits assigned to a re-
mote posting like Pickle Lake can
apply to be transferred after two
years, and many do.

Having more recruits from the

OPP Sgt. Darryl Wilson
becomes Northwest region
recruiter in April

North could mean more officers
willing to stay here.

“Then we are not constantly
having to find replacements (for
remote towns), and officers have
a better understanding of the
North,” Wilson, 44, said Wednes-
day.

Wilson, who grew up in Sioux
Lookout, will be able to put his

money where his mouth is when
selling the idea of policing in the
North.

He began his law enforcement
career 25 years ago with the
RCMP in remote postings in
British Columbia.

He joined the OPP in 1983 and
moved to Thunder Bay district
headquarters after working for
five years out of the Longlac de-
tachment.

OPP Staff Sgt. Wendy Wilson ;

(no relation) said the force usual-
ly hires about 250 officers a year,
and it's always been tough getting
applicants from the North.

“Overall, applications are
down (across the province), but
we see a lot of that when the econ-
omy is booming,” said Wilson,
manager of the OPP’s uniform re-
cruitment section.

Not everyone wants to work er-
ratic hours,-and some are scared
off by the dangers of being a po-
lice officer, she added.

It takes three years for an OPP
recruit to reach the rank of first-
class constable, which offers a
salary of $56,000.
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FHE
CORPORATION
OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF

dadesasi. . IGNACE
Public Notice
PURCHASE OF CROWN LANDS
'ON AGIMAK LAKE BY THE
CORPORATION OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF IGNACE :

This announcement is to notify all property owners on
Agimak Lake that The Corporation of the Township of
Ignace is intending to purchase approximately 2.5
hectares (6.2 acres) of Crown Land for the creation of
residential building lots on Agimak Lake. Please refer to
the attached plan for the location of these proposed lots. i

Proposed Lots = § ‘]

Agimak Lake

L

/| NOMA CROWNLAND DISPOSITION STUDY
Proposed Cottage Development
IGNACE

This notification is required under the Terms and
Conditions of the Environmental Assessment Act
(Exemption Order 26/7) and the Disposition Policy of
the Ministry of Natural Resources with respect to the
disposition of Crown Land.

Under the Freedom of Information and Protection of
Privacy Act, personal information will remain confiden-
tial unless prior consent for release is obtained.

Final Notice of this project will be issued to those who
Jreply to this notice and to those who are directly affect-
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{DMA meeting

Delegates focus
on highways,
amalgamations

Snow clearing and high-
ay winter maintenance
ere hot topics among dele-
ates attending the Kenora
istrict Municipal Associa-
on (KDMA) annual meet-
g in Ear Falls, Feb. 3-5.

Municipal representa-
ves expressed concerns
bout the high number of
ad fatalities between
enora and Thunder Bay
. December and January.
ntario Provincial Police
tribute at least' 13 deaths
- motor vehicle accidents
1 northwestern Ontario
ghways so far this winter.

The delegates believe the
vel of highway mainte-
ince has declined in recent
ars. They questioned Min-
iry of Transportation
gional engineer Peter
akula about the need for
iproved snow-clearing pro-
ams to make winter dri-
1g safer in the northwest.

Makula contends that
e level of funding and ser-
e is the same as before,
spite the province’s

ends on March 31.

Resolution

Provincial government
restructuring isn’t over and
in fact, the process may be
Jjust beginning.

City of Dryden Mayor
Roger Valley told KDMA
delegates that any future
discussions regarding
municipal amalgamations
must be open and include

. all the players. He shared

his concern that some dis-
trict municipalities and

[~
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unincorporated townships.

were not represented at
talks concerning possible
future amalgamations in
the Kenora district.

* According to Valley, the
informal discussions
occurred during the Associ-
ation of Municipalities of
Ontario (AMO) annual con-
ference in August 1999.

“We're all in this togeth-
er and if they're talking
about us, then KDMA and

SoL X 17



_E gets FedNor
dmg for upgrades

LOUGHEED fundmgwﬂlenablePatncla.
WhITER . Area Commumty Endeav-
o s "ours Inc. to enhance thc. N
ICIA: -Area . services they offer to their
amunity clients,” said Vicki Kurz,
wors has re- _chalrperson of PACE.
00in FedNor. “The financial assistance
) towards op---_'—for informatics upgrades
1f0rmat|csup~:__'w.‘lll also provide PACE -

: .‘wnth the tools toeffectweiy

'-mcludmg the

iedium

~gized :_'busmess mformatlon‘_’-
throughout'.. websites.” N
ario.: - PACE is.one" of 22
. Northcrn Ontarno Corn mu~ K

mg operatlons

"'Plckle&Lake thanks to '

~and use*'the

ist : '-'Strateg.ls FedNor and other

mty Futures Development

) Corporatlons (CFDC)

funded by FedNor to de-

"',velop ‘ongoing economic

development inthe regmn
The . majonty of
chNor § .

34,600 will: g0 towards
mformatlt:su grades
Theorgamzahonwﬂlalsc

recenve $20 DOO for . the

plannmg of a Jumor

.Achlevement program
~whichwill: help to’ develop
,entrepreneurshlp m area
youth Y

LA recent FedNor eontn-
bution was also madc to

- 'townshlpwﬂl reoe.lve$18 000

for-a water bottlmg fac;hty -
'.feaSIbﬂltystudythatwdlhclp
 the town "look -for ways. of
it lilngltsresources S

: . fundmg :
’ ($247 000) will go towards.

PACE’s ongmng opera-‘ :
_tlons while "a total of




t leaders get tips on acquiring Crown land

~ment and Mines in Thunder Bay

Thursday to discuss regulations
and guidelines for municipal ac-
quisition of Crown lands.

“We're discussing a common
set of ground rules of what has to
be done before development,”
said Beardmore Mayor Eric
Rutherford, chairman of NOMA’s
Crown lands development sub-
committee,

Handing title of Crown land to

a municipality could raise con-
cerns over mineral rights, native
rights and the environmental im-
pact of developing the land.
That’s why a common set of ex-
pectations is important, said

" Rutherford.

Mike Belcher, manager of the
strategic plan initiative for the
MNR, said the workshop was
worthwhile for all parties.

Belcher said municipalities got

a chance to work with MNR man-
agers to review files and assess
what stage they are at.

Ignace Mayor Andre Tardiff
noted his town will most likely be
the first NOMA member to com-
plete the process and acquire
Crown land on Agimac Lake.

The acquisition is expected in
the next few months.
- Tardiff said many residents

want to acquire property on Agi-
mac Lake, which is in Ignace on
Highway 17.

“The minute (lots) are avail-
able they will be gone, probably
within a week,” he said.

Tardiff said development of
the land will mean growth for
Ignace, which will increase the
municipal tax base and support
the local economy.
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City supports KDSB stipends

Dryden city council
endorsed a request Feb. 7 to
provide the 13 members of
the Kenora District Ser-
vices Board (KDSB) with
an honorarium as compen-
sation for the unanticipated
demands of the job.

In addition to reimburse-
ment of expenses incurred
by members appointed by
the municipal councﬂs the
proposed honorariums are:
chair, $2,000; vice-chair,
$1,500; secretary-treasur—

er, $1,500; directors, $1,000.

" Dryden’s share of the
annual stipend comes to
$2.717.

KDSB members are
appointed to the board by
local councils to represent
the interests of district
municipalities and unin-
corporated townships. They
are also involved i in discus-
sions with the province
regarding the transfer of
administrative responsibil-
ities for provincial services

and programs.

Council noted the com-
plexity of these negotia-
tions, as well as demands
on time and travel commit-
ments, far exceeds initial
expectations.

Mayor Roger Valley is
the Sc1ty’s representative on
KDSB 5

“We ongt%y‘ ‘intended
to have a meéting every two
to three months but the
opposite is true. We're
meeting more often,” he

said. “The workload is
tremendous,  especially
with issues such as child
care, land ambulance and
social housing.”

Council understands the
proposal is supported by
the other 12 member
municipalities. *
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_ Y Pickle
* _ Lake

By Graeme Mackechnie

3

HE winners in the
Pickle Lake Mens
Bonspiel were: “A”

division-the Haltemanrink,
B” Division - the Bileski
ink and “C” Division - the
3razeaurink. As usual there
vas a kerfuffle over the
rder of prize picking. Per-
aps the club should only
ave prizes for the winner
f each division. The La-
lies Bonspiel was last
veekend. The entries were
juite impressive. They even
1ad people come in from
yut of town, some from as
ar away as Winnipeg.
Our local township coun-
il members were out to
Jar Falls for the annual
{DMA meeting. The hot
ssue was the roads and
oad conditions in North-
vestern Ontario. Of course
yy the time this issue
eaches A.M.O. it will be
oad conditions in “Ontario.”
With more and more trucks
n the road [ guess it is
veryone’s concern. | did
1ear that they were work-

longer. Steve is taking the
children back to stay with
his parents in Winnipeg.
During the duration, Dave
Marshall has taken on the
responsibility of fueling
planes at the Pickle Lake
terminal.

The saying “You’re not
getting older only better” is
really true. I watched
Diane Murray curl every
night of the week when
curling first started. I think
she spared for every team
in the league! Her accu-
racy istruly amazing. I only
hope she doesn’t burn her-
self out before the Ladies
Bonspiel. Al Gardiner, our
local “best man to call in a
pinch,” has again been vol-
unteered to tend bar for the
Ladies Bonspiel . Hats off
to Al, a true Northerner in
every sense of the word.

We have been called -
The Northern Store Advi-
sory Committee will resume
having meetings. Ruth Hopf,
MonaKoval, Lorraine Lam-
bert and yours truly are the

the hospital in Winnipegand
may not make it back by
meeting time however she
may have passed her bal-
lets off to Ruth! Get well
soon Mona.

Scott Baker an avid,
though not accomplished,
hockey player and an avid
reader of the Sioux Look-
out Bulletin would like me
to mention the upcoming
Pickle Lake Invitational
Hockey Tournament Feb
18, 19 and 20. The team
will be holding a fund raiser
dance on the 19. Come out
and cheer Scott and the
team on and pick up a
smokie at Bob’s Canteen.

Donald MaclIntyre had a
bad fall offaladder. Donald
was medi-vaced to Sioux
Lookout but is now back in
Pickle Lake and on the
mend. With Donald out of
commission, so to speak,
this leaves his wife Claire
to move by herself — how-
ever | understand her
friends at Wasaya have
banded together to help.
That’s the backbone of
Northern towns.

Have you seen anyone
kicking around rocks at the
curling arena? It’s town-
ship budget time. We
should be kicking these
rocks around for some
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