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Other towns chlorinate water,
Zmnﬁroz remains a holdout

BY CARL CLUTCHEY
NORTH SHORE BUREAU

'Marathon appears to be the

Marathon town council moved
earlier this week to apply to be

. exempt from new provincial reg-

odd town out in Northwestern

Ontario in its decision not to add
chlorine to its well water.

Other Northern rural munici-’
palities like Hornepayne, Nakina

and Ignace also get their drink-
ing water from wells but add
chlorine as a m&mﬁ measure.

The water in those towns
tastes no better or worse than
other area -communities, says

Gary Oja, acting operations man- ~

ager for the regional office of the
Cntario Clean Water Agency.

“Whenever you utilize chlo-

rine, you will gei {occasional)

complaints _about taste and -

smell,” Oja said from OCWA's
Longlac office yesterday.

“ulations that require municipali-

ties to disinfect drinking water.
. The Ministry of Environment
can grant such an exemption if

there is strong evidence of a his-*

tory of clean water.

Marathon currently has good
water from six wells.

But there are concerns ahout

the long-term health of the
- town’s aquifer: a local garbage

dump is jocated nevt tn tha down-
town, and sewage pipes are sus-
pected of leaking.

The ministry says it is aware
of about 75 Ontario municipali-
ties that draw their water from
wells and don’t add chlorine.

- However, they are still required

to take H.omEE. samples and have

them tested.

Adding a disinfectant to mu-
nicipal drinking water supplies
has always been MOE policy, but
it became a requirement in Au-.
gust under the Ontario Water Re-
sources Act.

That requirement also mgzmm i
to wells, said MOE senior drink-
ing water specialist Matt Uza, =

“You can sti!l apply for an ex-
emption, but you have to HEE“ :
through a lot of hoops,” said Uza.

Despite the risk of it causing

~cancer, chloriie remains the dis
intectant of choice because it's
strong enough to be effective : pw :
water is wEE.& m:.ozmw a distri-
butign system. .

- If exemptions aren't mp.mamnr
municipalities must be mn&sm a-
disinfectant to their &,Fwsm s .
ter by December 83
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northern

2 l.wmb st the end of the road takes
¢n a whole new meaning when
‘ou're in Pickle Lake, Ontario —
ﬁ’ml’s because you are at the end of
the paved roud,
! Your first clue that you're al the
and of the pavement is the newest
st may be in your front yard, while
ihe nearest conmmunity that is more
than s collection of buildings is three
Hours away, You know you're iso-
lated when the district geat — Nonh-
gn Onlario Is organized in districts,
ifot counties — is six hours away and
& ambulance ride 1o Lthe hospital 1
by planc That's because the hospi-
tul is in Sioux Lookout, & four-hour
drive.

Taking a gander at the map,

Pickle Lake iy at the same Jatitude
as Moosonee, but on the other side
of the province. 1 is not the end of
the road as the road in the truest sense
of the word as the road continues on
for another 100 miles — albeit in
gravel form -~ 16 service a native
communily and rine,
" Northern Ontario is a loosely
used term by the Southwestern
Ontario population in general hasi-
cally associated with anything much
above the 40). Pickle Lake is real
Northern Qntario. Going through
Ontario, it takes about e same time
to yeach Pickle Lake as it does to hit
Floridato the south. And you haven't
even leli the province,

My opportunity for this unique
view of northern life came at the
hands of my [ance Karen's tather,
( Bev Hickey, He is a member of the

Ak S Ak e e

Ontario Provincial Police's most
gortherly detachmentin Pickle Lake,

Having never been past Sault Ste.
Muuric, 1 wasn't really sure whal to
expect as the car headed north above
Lake Superior; One of wny first im-
pressions was the temain around the
lake would be called mountainous
if it was certain parts of the United
Suites, Beauty and desolation were
two other things that stuck outinmy

mind.

Lrettlng some
exposure

local constabulary through the

Our Turn

Seeing a moose on the way was )
# goal and bears were a promisg.

Turning north off the Trans-Can

Highway at lgaace we alceady had () Public Works

B31 PEI X —l

O Other

one moosc behind us, bul unfort
nately it was when Karen's dad was
driving and and we were both asleep.
Although I didn't notice it until we
were headed south again, the trees
shrunk almost in half in size in the
tuee hours between Ignace and
Pickle Lake.

Along this stretch of road was
one provincial park, two small com-
munities, native villages, but ao
moose, Of these towns, Savant Lake,
where the railway crossed, was the
lurgest. The (rain slation was a rock
where pussengers stood to wait and
the only local businesses were a
restaurant/tavern and store,

Karen's dad provided 4 running
¢ommentary on lile in the north in
greal detail onee we gotinto the area
the Pickle Lake detachment covered
(over 100 miles of road). His stories
kept the journey lively as we peered
out the window for amoose, or even
4 measly grouse,

' In the morning une of our firs(
fops was the dump. We had heard
geeat stories of how one particular
bear wailed for Bev at the corner of
the dump and then followed him in
with anticipation of the supper (or
garbage depending on which view
you take) that was about 1o become
dvailable, No bears cither.

¢ We also had great expeuaumlq
tor fishing. Having wet 2 line in a
few locations over the ‘years, I've
heurd mare than one of those you-
ghould-have-been-here-yesterday
stories. The thought crossed my
mmd that maybe lh:s was going to
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be another une of those,

Affter a quick tour of the village
in'the moming, we readied the boay
for fishing after lunch. On the way
up the North Road, we stopped at
the dump. Rounding the comet and
approaching (he piles of debris, we
gawked in unticipation, Bear! Not
Just one, but four.

In most horthern locations, view-
ing bears after dark at the local dump
is a pastime for tourists. When one
isthus [ar north, the bears puy noheed
to the time of day and feed in the
dump just aboul anytime,

Thirty miles up the North Road
we went (o the fist lake. It took a
while 1o tind the hot spot, but once
we did the action was the hotlest 'd
seen 1o that time for pickcrel and
pike. And this was pothing com-
pared to what was to come,

Travelling a tolal of about 60
miles on the most northerm road in
Omario it should be a given 1o see
2 ™ORsE, OF even u grouse, but shlt
nothing, v '

" Spending the next two days fish-
ing un Lake St, Joseph was a defe
inite highlight. A stop the first day
was 2 resort built around Osanburg
House, u Hudson Bay Company
outpost built in 1784, The store and
office for this facility s the original
outpost building that is over 200
years old, I A

PICKLE LAKE UOLUNTEER AMBULANCE
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Again it-wook us a while o find
e fish, but when we found them
tn aback bay there wis only one lure
auracted them. This time it was
Karcn who had the hot action and
caught the pickérel needed 10 finjsh
but supper Lhat night,

Lake St. Toseph is a large lake
about 90 miles long from end 1o end
with many bays and islands. It ig the
head water of the Albany River that
empties in Hudson Bay at Fort
Albany. Fishing it in s farther reach-
es with a local guide the next day,
we experienced fishing like never

before, Our best estimate (we didn’t’

keep track after our limit as alt figh
went back) is botween the four of
us we caught over 40 pickere] that
day. Thesc ranged from srall fich
, :taukucp_tofour pounds. And that didn't

Ma account any pike caughy, |

Several bald eagles graced us

Wwith their presence both days on
hkeSt.!oscph,butnonm.We ’

along the share, but again, not when
we were there. A showing of the,
northern lights that it up the sky with
a luminous green.as they grew,

moved, danced and was

a petfect cnding tojipe day.
Headed south 14 the a in

Thunder Bay after four days in

seen, Awake for the entire three

hours back ‘to Ignuce, I intently’
scanned the roadside for grouse ang i

ite no moose, or grouse, it

was a fabulous wip, Coming into

Thunder Bay. we. reglized not s¢e-

"ing cither may have been forunae

a5 { gave us a definite reason 1o want
W come back, .

—
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Council approves pay increase

Dryden’s city council voted its suc-
cessor members a raise last night.

Councillors approved a report rec-
ommending a significant raise for the
mayor, while also providing increases
in remuneration for councillors.

The mayor’s salary jumps from
$11,200 to $18,000 per year. The new
pay structure also provides a salary
for the deputy mayor based on 75 per
cent of the mayor’s pay, or $13,500 per
year. Councillors will now be paid
$8,000 a year. :

Councillors failing to attend meet-
ings are penalized at a rate of $100 per
meeting.

‘The new rates of remuneration will

cost the city an additional $23,924.

The pay structure is set to take
effect Dec. 4, when the next council is
sworn in following November’s
municipal elections. The last increase
in council remuneration came in
1996. ‘

Coun. Brian England said the issue
of council remuneration was reviewed
by a volunteer citizens’ committee,
which looked at what mayors and
councillors are paid in other munici-
palities in northwestern Ontario. The
committee recommended a pay
increase following the review.

“This does not put us anywhere
near the top of remuneration in north-

western Ontario, but it’s not at the
bottom either,” he said. .

Mayor Roger Valley supported the
motion, stating the city mayor’s job is
now full-time and can be a distraction
from other work.

“Eighteen thousand is not enough
for mayor. But those on council don’t
do this for the money,” he said. He
added he was happy to see the city
deal with the matter before a new
council is elected in November.

Coun. Sid Wintle noted it is difficult
to vote oneself a raise, but observed
councillors’ pay levels had fallen be-
hind their counterparts and were in
need of revising. *
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Dryden takes on court role

- BY BRYAN MEADOWS
NORTHWEST BUREAU

The city of Dryden will be responsible
for all administration and support fune-
tions under the Provincial Offences Act

* in the Dryden court service area.
City council voted in favour this week
. of accepting overall responsibility for
court administration and to become
transfer agent for the municipalities of
Pickle Lake, Ignace, Sioux Lookout and
Machin. )
Effective Feb. 26, Dryden will take over

administration of all minor offences in-
cluding highway traffic, liquor and fish
and wildlife fines.

Under an intermunicipal agreement,
the revenue and expenditures will be
shared as follows: Dryden 49 per cent;
Sioux Lookout, 29.30 per cent; Ignace,
10.69 per cent; Machin 7.75 per cent; and
Pickle Lake 3.26 per cent.

Last year, the net revenue in fines for
the Dryden court services area was about
$256,000.

Dryden Mayor Roger Valley said the

transfer of Provincial Offences Act re-
sponsibility is part of the downloading of
services to municipalities by the provin-
cial government.

“It is supposed to be one of the rev-
en_lée generators for municipalities,” he
said.

“I hope the revenue figures are cor-
rect.”

Responsibilities under the Provineial
Offences Act have already been trans-
ferred to the city of Thunder Bay and
Fort Frances to serve their areas.
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it recruitment
our attracts
some interest

By Sylvia Veal

If numbers are any crite-
1, Dryden’s participation

the 2000 Health Profes-
mals Recruitment Tour
n be termed a success.
“We spoke to a lot of peo-
e, related Dryden
sgional Health Centre
Iministrator Andrew
ene. “We were particular-
busy in Ottawa, Kingston
1d Toronto.”

The annual tour is part of

provincial government
-oject to help northern and
wral communities attract
ealth care professionals to
smote and underserviced
ymmunities. Sponsored by
e ministries of Northern
evelopment and Mines
nd Health and Long-Term
‘are, the travelling “job fair”
isits academic health sci-
nce centres in London,
[amilton, Toronto, Kingston
nd Ottawa.

Skene said a follow-up is
iext for those who left
.ames and numbers at the
dryden community booth.

“You don’t expect instant
esults, but you have to be
here to be seen,” he said.
['he hospital’s tour strategy
vas to target a wide range

Competitive

Dr. Vann said
continue. “It’s very competi-
tive,” she observed, pointing
out that many of the com-
munities involved at the
tour “have taken on recruit-
ment as a community
responsibility.”

Commenting on the
interest shown, Dr. Vann
said, “People, who have
taken part of their training
in Dryden, have passed on
good things about us.”

She added that those
who were really interested
either knew people here
(Dryden) or had taken some

training here.
Dr. Vann noted that
graduating physicians

aren’t interested in making
permanent commitments
immediately. She views the
visiting locum program as
valuable for communities
like Dryden.

“It provides a way for
physicians to get to know
the community and help us
out at the same time.”

Although the shortage of
health care professionals 18
~ommon. across Ontario, it

(
'h)‘_‘
i
: such ?
recruitment efforts must
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- Land ambrilance proporals recelved

Kenora District paramedics mount public information blitz /i

By Sylvia Veal
As of last week, about
eight interested land ambu-

lance  providers  had
responded to Kenora Dis-
trict Services Board’s

request for proposal (RFP).

Sten Lif, Dryden-based
board administrator, said
all RFPs will be reviewed
after the Nov. 10 deadline
and recommendations
made to the board. 4

A “mandatory” meeting
for prospective providers
was held yesterday (Oct.
16), so that parameters and
services could be clarified
and questions answered.

The services board
reached agreements last
month with two municipal-
ities in the district — Pick-

le Lake and Sioux Narrows.
However, it failed to secure
similar arrangements with
the district’s four hospital
providers, prompting the
call for proposals. The four
hospitals are: Dryden
Regional Health Centre,
Lake of the Woods District
Hospital in Kenora, Mar-
garet Cochenour Memorial
Hospital in Red Lake, and
Sioux Lookout District
Health Centre.

The district services
board is mandated to be the
official delivery agent for
land ambulance services by
Jan. 1, 2001. It is one of four
major services under the
board’s jurisdiction. The
others are Ontario Works,
child care and

shortly,

social housing.

Campaign

Meanwhile, Kenora Dis-
trict paramedics have
mobilized a public informa-
tion campaign. The ‘group,
Concerned  Paramedics,
with representatives in
Kenora, Sioux Lookout, Bar
Falls and Red Lake, have
delivered flyers to house-
holds in the communities.
Paramedic Terry Biehn
says he and colleagues
believe a public ambulance
system is more accountable
than a private operation
and more cost-efficient. The
group wants to see the ser-
vice run by a hospital or

-\ Report claims property taxes

A study released Oct. 11

by the Canadian Federa-
tion of Independent Busi-

ness (CFIB) suggests prop-
erty taxes in the province
are “distorted”. Since the
1997 reassessment, the gap
hasn’t narrowed between
businesses and residences,
says the report.

The special interest
group cited properties in
Ottawa and Thunder Bay,
among others, as having
“dramatically different”
business/residential tax
levels. CFIB examined 25
Ontario municipalities in

its study. One example used
shows a $200,000 home in
Ottawais charged $4,000 in
taxes, as compared to a
$200,000 commercial prop-
erty, which pays almost
$12,000.

Commenting on the
study, Dryden’s director of
finance and technology,
Paul Heayn said Dryden is

“probably just as guilty” in
that respect.

“Our commercial rates
are about 1.8 per cent high-
er than residential,” Heayn
said Friday. “Industrial is
two-and-a-half times more

and large industrial, four
times as high.”

Heayn pointed out the
differences are rooted in
history. “In early days, busi-
nesses received street
lights, sewer and water ser-
vices long before residential
areas,” he explained,
adding that now, of course,
both categories have such
amenities.

“We still plow the down-
town first though in the
winter,” he said.

However, Heayn said, as
far as he knew, “the tax
reform wasn’t to narrow the

group of hospitals, or a
municipal or regional gov-
ernment.

Lif says he understands
the paramedics’ concerns.
“They’re not concerned
about jobs, but service lev-
els,” he said, emphasizing
that paramedlcs will cer-
tainly not be out of jobs.

A few weeks ago, Dryden
hospital administrator
Andrew Skene expressed
concern that the region had
already lost some para-
medics to other parts of
Ontario because of the
uncertain climate here.

As for quality of service
issues, Lif said, “Municipal-
ities are definitely not
interested in reduced Ievels
of service.”

distorted

gap, but to attach the busi-
ness tax to the realty tax.
The municipalities were
charged to keep ratios the
same from Jan. 1, 1998.”

He concluded that “it is
subject to conjecture,
whether businesses should
be taxed higher than a
home,” with varying views
on both sides of the ques-
tion.

CFIB has proposed mea-
sures for both provincial
and municipal govern-
ments, for changing proper-
ty taxation. P2y
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[ elections

e assured with dozen city council candidates

By Warner Bloomfield
dates are seeking election to council in the

minations late last week means there will
or the six council seats available.

ill also have to make a decision regarding
_ippert put his name forward to challenge
intle for the office. :

dates include a mix of incumbents, former
itizens seeking their first term in political

Bill Brown, incumbent; Brian England,
ughan Cochrane; Velma Silver; Don
Collins; Joe Delaney, John Greer Al
Krassilowsky; Murray Nephew; Donald

Skomoroh; and Elva Watts.

There are also three candidates for the two seats on the
Northwest Catholic District School Board, representing
the St. Joseph’s School in the community. ;

Ed Arnold was acclaimed as the city’s representative on
the Keewatin-Patricia District School Board.

Northwest Catholiec District School Board candidates
are: Cynthia Bernie-Cossais, incumbent; Wade Petranik,
incumbent; Joanne W. Kusnick.

Election day is Nov. 13. Since the city will use the vote-
by-mail system this year, voters should receive ballots in
the mail in the near future. Residents can then fill in the
ballots as they see fit and mail them to the returning offi-
cer, by Nowv. 13.

Barb Lyotier, manager of the Dryden District Chamber

of Commerce said yesterday she is planning an all-candi-
dates debate. While the date is not yet confirmed, it is ten-
tatively set for Nov. 1 at the Royal Canadian Legion.

Municipality of Machin

Voters in the Municipality of Machin are being pre-
sented with several choices for both mayor and council.

Seeking the job of mayor are: incumbent Barbara Beer-
naerts, councillor Tom Doherty Jr., Roy Anderson and
Arne Bratland

There are also 10 candidates for the fouf councﬂ seats

Nominated are: Garry Parkes, incumbent; Wllllam

. (continued on page 2)
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Municipal elections

Race assured for city council

(continued from page 1)
Wiedenhoeft, incumbent;
Chris Rodgers, incumbent;
Chris Mallyon; Brad Mun-
ford; Gordon Barker; Lou
Murray; Sandra Walkey;
Loretta Prosken; and Con-
rad Musyj.

Bill Dawes was
acclaimed trustee for the
Keewatin-Patricia District
School Board, representing
Machin and the unorga-
nized townships surround-
ing Dryden.

Sioux Lookout

In Sioux Lookout, Mayor
John  McDonald was
acclaimed for another term.
There will, however be an

election for council. Nine
candidates are running for
the four positions of coun-
cillor-at-large. - They are:
Rob MecClendon, incum-
bent; Derek Mills, incum-
bent; Wayne G. Pearen,
incumbent; Bill Bruce; Joe
Carbone; Jo Ann Ford;
Bradley Johnson; Kathy
Poling; and  Douglas
Switzer.

Three candidates are
vying for the Ward 2 (Sioux
Lookout) seat. They are: T.
James Carroll, incumbent;
Dennis Leney; and Lyn
Button.

Incumbent Cathy
Kiepek was acclaimed
councillor for Ward 1 (Hud-
son).

Incumbents were also

Fanle Rivar

acclaimed to the two school Lookout, while Bever],ey
board positions. Barbara Kondra stays as trustee for
Hancock remains the pub- the Roman Catholic board.

lic board trustee for Sioux ¥

‘Welcoming tfe

rnew arrivals
Brought to you by Dryden Pharmasave

and The Dryden Observer

Born lo:

Shauntelle Grant & Jeff Pihulak, Dryden, a boy, October 10, 2000
Wayne Langanki & Karen Hearn, Dryden, a girl, October 10, 2000
Robin & Christina Wise, Ear Falls, a girl, October 12, 2000

m™ p.1..
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Vasaya partners with
orthland Petroleum

photo by Jolene Davis

anding the skies horizon— Wasaya Airways’ Vice-president, Tom Morris
) and Richard Lazarenko of Northland Petroleum 51gned the partnership

at a ceremony on Sept. 28.

Jolene Davis
. Sept. 28, Wasaya Airways
ited Partnership expanded into
commercial fuel business.
leal that had been in the making
> 1996 was signed with the Lazco
ion of Northland Petroleum Ltd.
ed by Phil and Richard
irenko.
rthland Petroleum has been pro-
g seven to eight million litres of
per year to First Nations in
hwestern Ontario and Manitoba.
new Wasaya  Petroleum
nership can expect some 13 mil-
litres in sales of commercial fuel

and spoke of carrying on this relation-
ship which should benefit everyone.

Morris said, '"having a
Northwestern Ontario based fuel
company means that Wasaya will be
more involved with cargo transporta-
tion."

The petroleum business adds to the
air, trucking, float plane, and props
businesses already owned by Wasaya.

This new initiative is in line with
the mission statement of its parent
company, Wasaya Corporation Ltd., to
"acquire significant interest in viable
business’ important to First Nations
people for the purpose of generating
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Hollow Water is perfect fall readlng

Sarsfield’s second book seeps into your
soul

by Molly Mason

I'd like to live in Pete Sarsfield’s brain -- but
only for a little while.

His latest book, Hollow Water, offers just such
an opportunity.

It provides glimpses of the doctor’s challenging
world-view, simple in it’s complexity. But
Sarsfield is kind enough to leave the reader to
decide how to interpret the subtle edge in his

writing -- the nudge towards a more humane soci-

ety.

That’s lee-way that I don’t imagine you’d get if
you lived in Sarsfield’s head, despite his con-
tention in the book that his considerable lay-
about abilities continue to sustain (him).

Sarsfield, the medical officer of health for
Northwestern Ontario, was heard on national
radio last year, admonishing all of Canada to
share it's wealth with First Nations or pay the
price with the entire country’s health.

The travels and stories in Hollow Water aren’t

nearly as direct as the
doctor’s press releas-
es, but in ways they
are more effective
because the stories
speak to the heart,
more so than the
head.

The doctor-cum-
author is lauded on
the back cover of his
new book for taking
the pulse of First
Nations health care.

And while I think
that’s  over-stating
what occurs on the
pages, I would allow that Sarsfield takes the
pulse of our whole society, asking whether we
care about health, our own mental health and
that of the planet.

Sarsfield’s understanding and empathy for the
state of First Nations people in Canada is more
subtle than the book jacket suggests because it

see HOLLOW p.18




yw Water is

sh

)W p.7
aghout his
t includes
t the town
d, shortly
rrives in
nteresting
re also the

Running with the
Caribou contained many
more stories specifically
about the North, but
somehow, the latest
book shares much more
of the North’s sensibili-
ties.

Sarsfield is a
quiet, non-judg-

“I'd like to live
n Pete Sarsfield’s
orain -- but only
for a little while.”

Molly Mason

mental observ-
orsenini T
travels, accept-
ing all humani-
ty offers while
saving the bits
of jest for him-

Water and
restorative

a treatise
later’s suc-
ather the
e first of

eS8ays on
§ b P Ay B0

self.

He weaves a
web of meaning between
events, chance meetings
and day-dreams that is
reminiscent of the
teaching that all things
are connected.

I carried Sarsfield’s
book with me for nearly

e kI Pl I ity



‘Speaker promotes
‘hative-run college

By Warner Bloomfield said.
- Northwestern Ontario He noted Canada’s
- should consider initiatinga  native community has, in
- native-run, post-secondary general, not had a good
~ institution, suggested experience with the coun-
 Georges Sioui to partici- try’s education system and
- pants in last week’s Bridg- that has resulted in a lack
ing the Gap between Neigh- of trust. For that reason,
- bours forum on ahoriginal native-operated, post-sec-
- issues. - : _ - ondary institutions are
_ Sioui, president of the very valuable.
~ Institute of the Indigenous Based on his experience
- Government in Vancouver, in Vancouver and at the . T
~ a native-controlled educa- Saskatchewan Indian Fed- George Sioui, president of the Institute of the Indigenous
~ tional ' institution, told erated College, Sioui has Government in Vancouver; discusses his presentation to
forum participants such a found the retention ratesin  Jgst week’s forum on aboriginal issues with host Colin
school doesn’t exist in these schools are high. * Wasacase. i Staff photo
Ontario. : .
He said the spirit of com-
munication and co-opera-
tion demonstrated at the
- forum indicates this region
- would be suitable for a
- native-operated school.
~_ “I believe every province
 should have such a school.
Why not build it here?” he
- said. : :
- Siodi said the school
~would help provide First
- Nations people with the
skills and expertise needed
 for efficient management of
~ their communities,
“It would give people a
_start on a bachelor’s degree,
_ then they would transfer to
- another university,” Sioui
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Amalgan:;

BY CARL CLUTCHEY
NORTH SHORE BUREAU

The push to reduce the number

of Ontario  municipalities

through amalgamation appears

to be on hold, at least until after
next month’s municipal elections.

And local politicians residing
where coming mergers have been

rumoured say they're not worried

about potential amalgamatlons
involving their communities.

“We haven't heard boo on this,”
Thunder Bay Mayor Ken Boshcoff
said yesterday in reference to con-
cerns the city might be forced to

- expand its boundary.

Ministry  of = Municipal
Affairs spokeswoman Amanda
McWhirter said amalgamation is
still a big part of the govern
ment’s agenda.

C'{\MOM&&’/ A

“But with (Nov. 13) municipal
elections, the government recog-
nizes that these discussions can
take a back seat,” McWhirter
said. '

Since the Conservatives took

office in 1995, the number of On-
tario municipalities has been cut
to 447 from 815.

Last week, a provincial order
to merge Beardmore, Geraldton,
Longlac and Nakina into the
sprawling Town of Greenstone
remained intact after the
Supreme Court of Canada said it
would not hear an appeal by its
opponents.

That decision apparently has-

n't rattled other Northwestern
Ontario communities rumoured
to be the focus of mergers,

“We have not been approached

(for an arnalgamatmn) ke, declared
Shuniah Reeve Maria Harding.
“We have always maintained that
we are a free standmg communi-

‘Marathon Mayor Pat Richard-
son, who once said remote towns
like hers might have to prepare
for the worst, said:

“Ihaven’t heard a thing, I don’t
think we're even on (the govern-
ment’s) wish list.”

Terrace Bay Mayor Mike King
related a similar story, saying he
doesn'’t feel a lot of pressure from
the province for his town to ex-
plore a merger with any of its
neighbouring communities.

Thunder Bay-Superior North
MPP Michael Gravelle said the

Supreme Court reaction to Green-
stone sent a message that the

ation tall: on hold

province can order mergers even
if they don’t make sense to many
locals.

There are hundreds of kilome-

- tres between the four towns to be

merged into Greenstone Jan. 1,
and it’s not clear that the munici-
pality will receive as much new
tax revenue as anticipated.
However, Gravelle said he
thinks the ministry will hold off
for a while to see how Greenstone
works out before approving other
large-scale amalgamations.
McWhirter said the govern-
ment continues to encourage lo-
cally-driven solutions wherever
amalgamations are possible,
Ninety-five per cent of the
mergers that have been approved
so far have been designed by local
politicians, MeWhirter said.
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Shared services 1. ay hold off ’
imalgamation, candldates say

Y BRYAN MEADOWS
IORTHWEST BUREAU

Shared services between municipali-
€8 is one way to prevent forced mergers,
1ys Ignace Mayor Andre Tardiff,

Tardiff said yesterday he believes the
hared services agreement Ignace has
ith nearby Dryden will help his munic-
vality avoid future annexation,

“If the province sees this working,
1ere should be no need for further
rced mergers,” he said.

“By gettmg along with our, nelgh
hurs, there is no need for (amalgama-
on).”

The agreement was approved last
onth by both municipal councils.

Besides building inspection and ac-
unting services, the agreement allows
le communities to share staffing and ex-
rtise in engineering and nlannine: do

.said earlier that the agreement “is a rev-

payrolls on a larger and less costly scale;
train employees for less; and share con-
tracts for such things as paving.

Ignace council starting looking for al-
ternatives after chief administrative offi-
cer Arthur Osborne resugned in July.

“The agreement is a win-win situation
for us and Dryden,” Tardiff said.

“For us it’s some major savings . . . at
least $100,000 & year.”

There’s no argument from Coun.
Suzanne Smith, who is running against
Tardiff for the mayor’s seat.

“It’s in our best interest to have shared
services,” she said.

However, Smith said, she would have
liked more time to review the document.

There are some shortcomings in it,
she said, citing the cost to Ignace for trea-
surer and other administrative services
is a flat 850 per hour plus mileage.

Tardiff said the agreement does not
affect the six employee positions at the
township office.

“There are no job losses,” he said,
adding the cost will vary depending on
the need for administration services.

Dryden city manager Jamie Umpleby

enue generator for the city in terms of ef-
ficiencies and economies of scale.”
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Northerners set for battle

Equal medical care at heart of possibl

BY JIM KELLY
THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL

Th  +htto make cancer care accessible for
North. . Ontario residents is being intensi-
fied on several fronts.

At the heart of the issue is the Northern
Health Travel Grant, Gerry Lougheed, chair-

man of Ontarians Seeking Equal Cancer

Care, said yesterday.

“We presented a 60,000-signature peti- .
tion (to the Liberal party) indicating the
people want this discrimination to stop,”
Lougheed said.

The Liberals will read the vianet.on.ca

names in the legislature. :

Residents of Northern Ontario get slightly
over $400 to travel to southern Ontario for
medical treatment while southern Ontarians
receive full funding when they are sent to
Northern Ontario for treatment. !

Ministry of Health spokesman Geoff Bell
said the government is reviewing the travel

grant program... R e T

Lougheed is former vice-chairman of Can-
cer Care Ontario, the agency that oversees
the provincial cancer care systent.

He said the government did not renew his
mandate because of his criticism of the fund-
ing inequality _ B 12

The government is also constantly being at-
tacked by politicians on the travel grant issue
and is being threatened with a lawsuit.

“The government cannot continue to
ignore us,” MPP Michael Gravelle (L-
Thunder Bay-Superior North) said.
_ In the legislature
unding/travel.html yesterday, Gravelle told
the story of a Thunder
Bay child with leukemia who was sent to
Toronto for treatment at great expense to the
family. i ;

The child died.

“This (travel grant) is our number one pri-
ority and we're going to keep the pressure
up,” Gravelle said.

e legal action

____“We're going to read every one of those

60,000 names in the legislature until we get
some action.” '

Toronto lawyer Douglas Elliott said the
Northern Health Travel Grant program may
be in contravention of the Ontario Cancer
Act, Canada Health Act and Charter of Rights
and Freedoms. -

Elliott said he interprets Section 5 of the
Ontario Cancer Act as stating cancer patients
will be provided transportation to and from
treatment facilities. . ¢

He said he believes the province is contra-
vening Section 12 of the Canada Health Act
which says the province, in return for federal
transfer payments, must make all health-care
facilities available without costs.

Under the charter, all Canadians are to be
treated equally. ‘

“The people of Northern Ontario are not
being treated equally,” Elliott said.

Report awaited/A7
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Cancer report under wraps: MPP

BY JIM KELLY
THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL

As a politician, it's natural for MPP
Lyn McLeod (L-Thunder Bay-Atikokan)
to be suspicious of the government.

McLeod’s latest concern is Health

Minister Elizabeth Witmer’s reluctance

to release Cancer Care Ontario’s Sys-
temic Therapies Report.

McLeod said the report outlines a
pending crisis in chemotherapy treat-
ment across the province.

“The people of Ontario deserve to
know why they are waiting for
chemotherapy treatment,” McLeod said.

“This report should be released imme-

HEALTH

Cancer Care
results might
embarrass
~ provincial

government,
Liberal MPP
suggests

MecLeod suggested.

She said the re-
port identifies the
need for more than

diately so that we

know the seriots-
ness of the problem
and the shortages of
cancer specialists
and nurses can be
addressed.”

Parts of the re-
port that have be-
come public are em-
barrassing for the
government,

30 cancer special-

ists and more than 30 cancer nurses
across Ontario.

MecLeod said the accepted prov1n01a1
standard for a reasonable workload for

cancer doctors is about 140 patients a-

year, yet they are seeing about 200 pa-
tients each.

She said a radiation oncologist (cancer

specialist) should see about 215 patients a
year, but many saw up to 260 patients last
year.

McLeod said to meet the current

shortages in Ontario requires 14 new spe-

cialists a year.

She said only two are graduatmg this
year and none in 2001.

“The government is sitting on another

cancer-care crisis,” McLeod said.

“They've already been totally unable
to meet the erisis in radiation treatment.

“T don’t think the premier or the
Health minister want to acknowledge
they have another crisis on their hands,”
McLeod said. -

Ministry of Health officials could not
be reached for comment yesterday.
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No lineups for chemo

Cancer Care Ontario denies there’s waiting time

BY JIM KELLY
THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL

Contrary to what politicians are saying, cancer patients are
not waiting for chemotherapy treatments in Ontarm says the
vice-president of Cancer Care Ontario. \

“There’s no doubt doctors and nurses are work
ing very hard, but there is no waiting time for 4
chemotherapy in Ontario,” said Dr. Bill Evans, -
who chaired a task force looking into  ©€O:
chemotherapy in the province.

MPP Lyn McLeod (L-Thunder Bay-Atikokan) said earlier
this week the Systemic Therapy Task Force Report outlines a

pending crisis in chemotherapy treatment across the province.

“The people of Ontario deserve to know why they are waiting
for chemotherapy treatment,” McLeod said in a news release.

“This report should be released immediately so that we know
the seriousness of the problem and the shortages of cancer spe-
cialists and nurses can be addressed.”

McLeod altered her earlier statement in which she said there
were waiting lists by saying there is a concern doctors adminis-
tering chemotherapy may suffer burnout and “it may not be
possible to give chemotherapy to additional patients.”

“They are taking far more patients than is considered tobea
reasonable workload,” she said yesterday.

Speaking from Ottawa Evans conceded doctors, nurses and
pharmacists are working long hours to provide chemotherapy
for all patients who need it.

While the report has not been made public, Evans said the
main issues in it deal with the pressures faced by the
chemotherapy team.

“We need more doctors, nurses and pharmacists, that’s the
bottom line,” he said yesterday.

Evans said he’s been assured the Ministry of *
Health will give funding to Cancer Care Ontario
to recruit doctors, hire pharmacists and nurses
for the chemotherapy programs. The mon-
ey will also be used to purchase
chemotherapy drugs.

Doctors who are stressed out may not be able to provide the
one-on-one interaction that is required between doctor and pa-
tient.

In Northwestern Ontario, Evans said Dr. Dimitri Vergidis of
the Northwestern Ontario Regional Cancer Centre has set up a

‘network of communities where patients can receive

chemotherapy.

The patients come to Thunder Bay for consultation with can-
cer specialists and then return to their communities where
they receive chemotherapy from their family doctors who have
been trained in the procedure.

This allows the patients to receive treatment closer to home.

“With the big distances you have up north and the weather
conditions plus some of these people have advanced cancers so
it makes sense to get chemotherapy where they live,” Evans
said.
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Mayor

faces
electoral
challenge

BY BRYAN MEADOWS
NORTHWEST BUREAU

Will Ignace residents stick with expe-
rience, or opt for change in the election
of the community’s next mayor?

Suzanne Smith, a councillor for the
past six years, is running against veter-
an municipal politician Andre Tardiff.

Tardiff has been Ignace’s reeve and
| mayor since 1988, leaving the post for a

brief time in 1997 and then returning in
a byelection.

Tardiff said his experience as mayor
is an asset.

Smith believes it’s time for a change,
and said she’d “work for change and
build a strong team on council.

“I will help develop a vision for the
town with the help of residents.”

Smith favours more town-hali style
meetings in which people can tell coun-
cil “what they'd like to see happen. :

“They will be vital in helping to set
council’s priorities,” she said.

Tardiff said his priorities include:
pushing for a new water filtration plant,
more paving, and ensuring an adminis-
trative agreement with Dryden contin-
ues to provide financial benefits to the
town. ¢
| Tardiff said he would continue to

work on expanding the recreation centre
and getting better medical services in
the community. :

Smith said she would push for more
programs and services for seniors and
teens. i G R

As for future industry, Smith said sh
felt that the community might be better
off supporting small entrepreneurs
rather than looking to a big industry to
bolster employment. AT
 Tardiff said he would do what he
could to help established businesses and -
lobby for new ones.

Tardiff said the administrative agree-
ment with the city of Dryden is a step in
the right direction. Csari

“The agreement is a win-win situa-
tion for us and Dryden,” Tardiff said,
noting that “for us it's some major sav-
ings . .. at least $100,000 a year.”

Besides some building inspection and
accounting services, the agreement al-
lows the two communities to share
staffing resources and expertise in engi-
neering and planning, as well as do pay-
rolls on a larger and less costly scale,
train employees for less, and share con-
tracts for such things as paving.

On the agreement with Dryden, Smith
said there should have been more discus-
sion and review of the document before
it was approved.

There are several shortcomings in it,
she said.

Running for the four seats on Ignace
council- are Steve Baker, Hugh
Broughton, Rudy Hulina, George
Manchulenko, Charlene Ramage-Fluet,
Dennis Smyk, Erik Thingstad and John
Taddeo.
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The scramble is on

District services board seeks ambulance service bids

BY BRYAN MEADOWS
NORTHWEST BUREAU

It's coming down to the wire for land
ambulance service in Kenora District.

The Kenora District Services Board
has not received any response to a re-
quest for proposals to operate land ambu-
lance services in the Kenora, Sioux Look-
out, Dryden and Red Lake areas, effective
March 1.

Deadline for proposals is Nov. 10.

The lack of interest and concern
about ambulance coverage for the two
months after Jan. 1 has hospitals, which
operate ambulance services now, wor-
ried about the transition.

“Who is going to operate the ambu-
lance services for those months,” Dryden
Regional Health Centre administrator
Andrew Skene said.

“We've notified (and are awaiting a re-
sponse from) KDSB officials as to what
plans they have in place to provide ambu-
lance service for January and February.”
Skene said.

Municipalities take control of land
ambulance services across the province
on Jan. 1 as part of a provincial down-
loading exercise.

In a letter to regional municipalities
and First Nations, Dryden hospital board
chairman Brian Collins states that “hos-
pitals are very concerned that it's too late
for an interim service to be established
prior to Jan. 1.

“We are also concerned that should
the plan of the

KDSB include ex-
isting operators . . .
we would not have
sufficient staffing
to provide the ser-
vice.” :
Skene said some
ambulance atten-
dants in Dryden
have said they plan
to move to new jobs,
or to “bump” into
hospital jobs.

——

HEALTH

Provincial
downloading
means
municipalities
have to come up
with ambulance
service providers

Layoff notices will go out this week to
the Dryden hospital's eight full-time and
several part-time ambulance attendants,
effective Jan. 1.

Ambulance service employees in

BRYAN MEADOWS/NORTHWEST BUREAU

Dryden paramedic Andrew Tickner will be among those waiting for results
of a Kenora District Services Board meeting Thursday regarding ambulance

service in the district.

Kenora, Sioux Lookout and Red Lake re-
ceived layoff notices months ago.

“The question is: are we going to have
the people for the service?” Skene said.

“Why has this been left to the 11th
hour?”

KDSB administrator Sten Lif said
board members will make a decision on
ambulance services for the two-month
transition period at a meeting Thursday.

“Ambulance services will be opera-
tional on Jan. 1,” Lif said.

He said the board has options if no ac-
ceptable proposals for district-wide am-
bulance services are received by Nov. 10.

“We could deliver land ambulance ser-
vice ourselves, seek out a service
provider in another jurisdiction, or re-
sume negotiations for services with the
four hospitals,” he said.

“A lot is going to happen between now
and then. It's going to be an extremely
busy time."”

While the KDSB has negotiated land
ambulance agreements with Sioux Nar-

rows and Pickle Lake, it failed to get
agreements with the four district health
centres during talks two months ago.

After talks stalled over the length of
an agreement, the KDSB requested am-
bulance service proposals.

“What's happening is very unfortu-
nate,” Lif said.

Meanwhile, hospital officials say they
are open to more talks.

Collins states in his letter that “we are
willing to negotiate with the KDSB to
continue to provide services for the dis-
trict under current operating conditions
for a reasonable period of three years, so
that any changes in services can take
place in a measured and planned way
with appropriate consultation.” !

Collins said he felt no one hospital is
willing to assume the legal responsibili-
ties of alead agency for district-wide am-
bulance services as defined in the KDSB
request for proposals.

“As written (it) has considerable finan-
cial and operating risks,” he added.




(7 28nd 1o panu1uon)
UMO SB [INS SaNSSI JoYy)0 ‘0s[y Jeyjour 0} saiojdwe auo
WOJJ UOT}ISURI] (JOOUIS B 1SBI[ J8 80USLIedXa Jou [[Im Jje)s
QouB[NqUIE §)I POULIEIU0D ST [BJIdSOy 9y} ‘S[IYMUEBSIA
‘peuredxe susyg
LSWMILIOSU0D B PAULIOJ INO0J JT “JOLISIP 9[0YM dY) 0] J[qIs
~uodse [e3idsoy peaj auo 9 03 PBY 210U} P[0} 210M S,
‘pejels auayS ‘Jdq¥ 9} Ul paurejuod SIS gur
-jesado pue [RLDUBUY S[(BISPISUD 9Y},, JO 95N (JAH)

_stesodoad a0y gsenbox gy 9Y3 03 puodsad jou [[im (243

~U8) Yj[es JOLUSYT INOY00] XNOIS PUB INOUSYD0)) 19183
-IB\ ‘SPOOAA 9} JO OYB) S80IALSS SouB[NquE Jo siopiaoad
[B31dsoy jue.Lmd 99.4y) JBYJ0 BY) pue Eﬁmmoa uepAI(]
"uoryejuRwIeTduLL
J0J SUJUOUL 0M] BT} SSO SIABO] YoIYM ‘GAON U0 Furjoour B

qe ueyd e juasaxd 0] pejels ST gS(I3 Pres g ‘Pajy oq [
des ey} moy p[oj usaq jusAey S[ejdsoy paje)s suroy)

-nﬂwqg.m._ﬂ.muu

uoren)Is 9y} po[[ed ‘dojesjsturwipe [ejrdsoy UapAI(]
‘QUeNG MaIpuy ‘Sureswu paroq [RIASOY S 3{00M JSB[ Y

"STRTOTJO 8a8)) WLIS]~SUo| pue YI[BaL]

JO AI}STUTTA SE [[oM S€ “JOLI)SIP 91} UL SSIIUNUINIO) SUOTIBN
1811,] PUB S[DUN0I [edOIUNW 0] JN0 JUAM OS[E I9339] A,

. paurejurew st £397es orqnd Jey) pue 90ALes ul sdes ou.

AIe 9J0Y} 2INSUS 0) WS)SAS 918D Yj[eay ayj ut 1BP[OYBYE)S
e se Lyiqisuodsad B aARY os[e om ‘[ejidsoy e sy, ‘seje)s
SUI[[0)) ‘TBoA MOU 8} UL S80IAISS souB[nque pue] SUIpiA
-oxd uT gS(T Jo Aiqisuodsea ayy SurziuSosad o[y
L1007 Arenuep 10f aoeld
UL 978 SPIIAISS 18] SULIMSUD 10] [BOTILI) UOL}OE 9JRIPIUIIL

PUR }I0US ST 9], S9SSAI]S ‘PILO] DU YJ[BIF] [euoLdey
USPALJ JO JIreyd ,mﬁzoo. uBlg ‘S 0} 4938 B Ul -

L HMIEIN
U0 SODIAISS monw?aﬁqm gurpraoad uideq 03 juepuodsod
[MyS$000Ns Y] 10] S[[Bd 7] stapiaoad oArpadsord 1oj suajewr
-exed syesodoad 10y 3senbai s paeoq JOLIYSIP 8} WO SuIe)s
sootates AousSrewd [ejidsoy ur ded 8y} 10} UIBAUOD)

L UodEeIN
I9A0 SOXB) J0jetado JOLSIP MU B} 210J9q ‘100Z Jo Arend
-([9,] puB ATenuep Ul 90IAISS 918d [j[eay [B}A S1y] apraoxd
03 8urod st oym Suntepuom jsnl aae A9y, "UOIJRIISTUIUIDE
s urersoad mﬁ SOWINSSE (gS(3) pIeog S90IAIRS 1OLISI(]
BIOUSS] USUM ‘T§ 09(] JO SB S90IAISS SouUR[NqUIE PUB| Ul
-praoad asea0 03 aae A9} MOU] si0jeiado [ejdsoy Baay

1w DIJAS Kg

reyidsoy uapAig sutaouod deb yjuowi-omj

S9JIA19S aoue[nquie pue

S

06£2-£22 auoyd aaeds siyj um..ts_um (i]]

|4 A9
/® e

0002 ‘1€ HIFOLOO ‘AVASINL— OIHVLNO ‘NIAAHA 9} ON JESA €0}

9@ Gpflagg 3dr>

“JuQ ‘Uepiq 1e pied afejsog

"£1820 'ON uonensibal jlew ssejo puooas
A 00° omw ‘SN (1SD epnjoul seoud |je)
epeue) ‘1A 00°Ses Iew Aq Adoo e 00'1L$

~~anpa) pO'SZ Uey) alow

8E-98- 1963 BE 1 ejnou pred y
N0 a3y 1y
4
fansy :mz&mﬁ;%w




TR i T

-fed o [[I4 SJUSPISAL BOIB
SeourdLy 104 YBY} 108} O]
apry 03 Surkry say ng ‘Sut
-pIIng SUI0}ST) MIU B JNOqE
Surjseoq ST aneN dqod,,

.Eﬂo.mm Swojsny) eBpeuE)
| moau eyy jo 9s00 oyy Aed
0} SIUAPISAI BAIE Se0URL]
110, Suiioj oIe  jusul
-uI9A03 [eIeql] oyl pue
3&2 pies. hﬂobmm uesng

wovﬁunou 19139] 943} E@aﬁ%mﬁg

.mmem mﬁ mmsma 0) paau Aoy) ‘A[SNOLIdS 9je0SaU 0] paxed

-aad axre Aatp} JT “19Y3080) J0€ 119 108 03 s{erdsoy anoj oy
49 uEB pc:nmo S 9y pue oY YITT 93 I 31 O\,

'Speal 15339] pIE0q 9} , ‘901A

-I98 mBm.E SI 919U} INSUS 0] SPIaU J1 (12} BUL STYY JO SpUBY
syt mﬁﬂmmB Jo hﬁuﬂ: a3 9ABY J0U S80P gSY UL,

He)s s31 03 uony

_E_o_mo_._ :w_uin_ sui9ouo0d deb yiuow-omj

-09JIp pueB mﬁﬁ%mﬂ mﬁﬁgo.& Jo ﬁmﬁwﬁ Jouuew Jo1fe
-A®D ® U1, Surjoe jo spreoq [e3idsoy a1} pasnade sLeLuIsag
vIeqreq Jeyd pleoq ‘dSOy oyl jou ‘dursord ay) Aq 39S
aJom SeUI[peap 8y} JBY} pue JDI0YP JsIY S J0U SeM J4Y
a1 pres paeoq 8y ], Kepuoly 93e| sorjied [[e 0 pIsea[aL eSes
-SOUIL B Ul PAJoBal PIBOE S9IIAISG JLISL(] BIOUSY OYT,
"S[IOUN0D pUB AIJSIUTUT
yjreey 9yl Eo.a uonBNYIS 9y} JO SSeULImE pue dasuodsal

o) Aym sJeY([, '} 10§ Sur

2001}

SN .n_._u.hrb CEEUUQ...:.U_._.L.
USpAI(] ‘@jepIpuEd Jajour
~ I9A0 UOM DUIBIUOJRL]

~ ySiu Lepanjeg ‘usp
-A1(] ul Suljeswl e je uor}
-BUTWIOU QOUBI[[Y 8} UM
Hmoﬁ&qm._ pue juspisax el
-oﬂmM ® ;oﬁmaﬂomwpm PH
: ‘pue
.&m@ﬁ ) .Hwbo_ SUIPLL IOATY
Aurey-eIousy] 8yj UL 9jepIp
~UED S} POUIEU S[IMUBIUL

.Q a5na .Ect PanuRU0D)

| m&mﬁ.ﬁ:mu .mE,ES_

2

ouI0s m@oﬁﬁoam 19999] SI mmmon pIeoq eydsoy oYy,
: "SOWI0INO
[TUSS800MS 10} JUSUIUOIIAUS UE 9praoid j0U pIp jey) swng
-eWI}N PUB UOHEULIOJUL JO 2INSO[SIP 239[dwoduL, JO uﬂ j
-DIA BY)} USA( SBY I S9ABI[eq [e3Idsoy oY) paje)s sul

"gSI £q pessaIppe us3( JOU DAL
uﬁmﬁaﬂwm pue soferes sougnquie jo ssn pue di

(T a8nd wouf Momaﬁgzou )

So9IAI9S SoUBNqUIE.

"0002 ‘L€ 4390100 ‘Avas3ni

L .

m_m_>mm_mm0 N3AAHA IHL

e A N LRI BRI S - T LT TS e




